PRINTER S NO. 1542

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 131355
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REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 9, 2001
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AN ACT
Rel ating to teaching visually inpaired students.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Purpose of act.
The purpose of this act is:

(1) To require the standards for teaching certificates
to teach students who are visually inpaired to include
denonstrated conpetency in the use of braille.

(2) To require an annual assessnment of reading and
witing skills in each medium determ ned to be appropriate
for each visually inpaired student.

(3) To define "students with visual inpairnments” to
i nclude those nedically predicted to becone visually inpaired
in the future

(4) To require individualized education prograns for

students who are visually inpaired to specifically contain a
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requi renent for instruction in braille reading and witing

when that mediumis appropriate for the student.

(5) To require integration of the use of braille reading
and witing into a student's entire curriculumwhen braille
is specified as an appropriate nediumfor the student.

(6) To require publishers wishing to offer school books
for sale to Commonweal th schools to also offer for sale
conput er diskettes for translating the text into braille at a
price no greater than the school book price.

(7) To ensure that no student with a visual disability
shall be denied instruction in braille reading and witing
because of additional disabilities without a thorough review
and docunentation thereof in the student's individualized
education program as to the nature and Iimtations of such
di sabilities which mght preclude instruction in braille
readi ng and witing.

Section 2. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Instruction
to Visually Inpaired Students Act.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board of school directors.”™ The governing body of the
correspondi ng school district, as defined by section 102 of the
act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public
School Code of 1949.

"Functionally blind." An individual having one or nore of
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye
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with correcting lenses or alimted field of vision in the

better eye such that the w dest dianeter subtends an angul ar

di stance of no greater than 20 degrees.

(2) A nedically indicated expectation of neeting the
requi renents of paragraph (1) over a period of tine.

(3) A nedically diagnosed and nedically uncorrectable
[imtation in visual functioning that adversely affects the
individual's ability to read and wite standard print at
| evel s expected of the individual's peers of conparable
ability and grade | evel.

"I ndi vidual i zed education program” A specific curriculum
tailored to braille reading and witing abilities of visually
i mpai red students including instruction materials, frequency and
duration of instruction sessions, a determ nation of the |evel
of conpetency in braille reading and witing to be achieved
annual |y and the objective assessnment neasures to be used.

"Progressively blind." Any student who is visually inpaired
who is not classified as functionally blind may be classified as
a student whose |earning nediumw || change due to a progressive
eye condition. Students whose |earning nmediumw || change may
begin their education using one |earning nmediumsatisfactorily,
but their learning mediumw Il change due to a progressive eye
condi tion.

"Visually inmpaired.” One who is considered to be
functionally blind, or to have a progressive eye condition.
Section 4. Certification of teachers of the visually inpaired.

The Departnent of Education shall require that any teacher
certified to teach students with visual inpairnments also certify
their conpetency in reading and witing braille. The standards

for certifying conpetency shall be consistent with those adopted
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1 for teachers by the National Library Service for the Blind and

2 Physically Handi capped of the Library of Congress.

3 Section 5. Students who are functionally blind.

4 (a) Presunption.--1In the devel opnent of the individualized

5 education programfor students who are functionally blind, there
6 is a presunption that proficiency in braille reading and witing
7 is essential for the student's satisfactory educati onal

8 progress. Each student who is functionally blind is entitled to
9 braille reading and witing instruction that is sufficient to

10 enable the student to comunicate with the sanme |evel of

11 proficiency as other students of conparable ability who are at
12 the sanme grade level. Braille skills taught shall include a

13 portable nethod of witing, including the use of the braille

14 slate and stylus. Braille instruction may be used in conbination
15 wth other special education services appropriate to the

16 student's educational needs.

17 (b) Assessnent.--The assessnment of each student who is

18 functionally blind for the purpose of devel oping the student's
19 individualized education program nust include docunentation of
20 the student's strengths and weaknesses in braille skills. Each
21 person assisting in the devel opnment of an individualized
22 education programfor a student who is functionally blind shal
23 receive information describing the benefits of braille
24 instruction. Each individualized education program shall:
25 (1) Contain a statenent that instruction in braille
26 reading and witing was carefully considered for the student
27 and that pertinent literature describing the educational
28 benefits of instruction in braille reading and witing was
29 revi ewed by the persons devel opi ng the student's
30 i ndi vi dual i zed education program
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(2) Contain a statenent specifying the one or nore
reading and witing nedia in which instruction is appropriate
for the student's educational needs.

(3) Require a statenent of the instruction in braille
reading and witing that is to be provided to the student.
This statenent shall specify the date on which the
instruction is to conmence, the frequency and duration of
i nstruction sessions, the |l evel of conpetency in braille
reading and witing expected to be achi eved annually and the
obj ective assessnent neasures to be used. Wenever
appropriate, the expected |level of braille conpetency for the
student shall be a level that enables the student to
communi cate effectively and efficiently with the sane | evel
of proficiency expected of the student's peers of conparable
ability and grade level, and the instruction in braille
reading and witing that is to be provided shall be designed
accordingly.

(4) Require that any instruction in braille reading and
witing provided to any student with a visual inpairnent
shall be provided by a teacher certified to teach students
wi th visual inpairnments.

(5) Require that each annual review shall include a
witten statenent specifying the reasons why instruction in
braille reading and witing is not appropriate for the
student, if the individualized education programfor any
student with a visual inpairnment does not specify instruction
in braille reading and witing as appropriate for the
student .

(6) No student with a visual inpairnent shall be denied

instruction in braille reading and witing pursuant to this
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section solely because the student has sone remaining vision

or because the student is to receive reading and witing

instruction in another nedi um

(c) Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the exclusive use of instruction through
the nmedium of braille reading and witing if other reading and
witing nmedia are appropriate to a student's educational needs
and enabl e that student to read and wite at |evels expected of
the individual's peers of conparable ability and grade |evel.
Section 6. Students who will change medi um

(a) dassification.--Any student who is visually inpaired
who is not classified as functionally blind my be classified as
a student whose |earning nediumw || change due to a progressive
eye condition. Students whose |earning nmediumw ||l change may
begin their education using one |earning nmediumsatisfactorily,
but their learning mediumw Il change due to a progressive eye
condition. Instruction in the new | earning nedium shall begin
before it is the only nmediumthe student can effectively use so
t hat educational progress will not be interrupted.

(b) Purpose.--To identify and plan educati onal prograns for
a transition of |earning nediumin advance of actual need, a
student whose nmediumw || change can be reclassified at any tine
as a functionally blind student.

(c) Reevaluation.--Students whose nmediumw || change shal
be reeval uated annually. The result of the reevaluation shall be
attached each year to the individualized education program Each
person assisting in the devel opnent of the individualized
education program of a student whose nmediumw || change shal
receive informati on describing the benefits of braille

instruction as well as a copy of the guidelines. The annual
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reeval uati on of each student whose nmediumw || change nust

i ncl ude docunentation of the student's strengths and weaknesses
inliteracy skills, using nmethods described in the guidelines.
Section 7. Local boards of school directors.

The board of directors of each school district shall annually
assess the reading and witing skills of each student with a
visual inpairnent enrolled in the district in each mediumin
whi ch instruction is specified as appropriate for the student.
The results of each assessnent shall be provided in a witten
statenment that specifies the student's strengths and weaknesses
in each medi um assessed.

Section 8. Special education prograns.

If any special education program serves a student with a
vi sual inpairnment for whominstruction in braille reading and
witing is specified as appropriate, the entity providing the
program shall integrate the use of braille reading and witing
into the student's entire curriculum and other classroom
activities in such a manner that braille reading and witing
beconmes an effective learning tool for the student.

Section 9. Publishers of school books.

Any publisher of school books in the United States desiring to
of fer school books for use by pupils in the public schools of
this Commonweal th, before such books may be adopted and
pur chased by any school board, nust on or before the first day
of January of each year file in the office of the Secretary of
Education the published |ist whol esale price thereof. Wen any
such publisher desires to offer for use a school book after the
first day of January, a supplenent to the January |ist nust be
filed in the office of the Secretary of Education, show ng the

publ i shed |ist whol esale price thereof. No revised edition of
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1 any such book shall be used in public schools until the

2 published list wholesale price thereof has been filed in the

3 office of the Secretary of Education. No publisher shall file

4 the whol esale price of any school book unl ess the publisher

5 conplies with all of the follow ng:

6 (1) At the sane tinme as filing the whol esale price of

7 t he school book, the publisher also files the whol esale price
8 of a conputer diskette that contains the text of the

9 school book in the Anmerican Standard Code for Information

10 I nterchange or in another conputer |anguage approved by the
11 Secretary of Education for translating the text of the

12 school book into braille.

13 (2) The wholesale price filed for any specified nunber
14 of conputer diskettes for the school book does not exceed the
15 whol esal e price filed for the same nunber of the printed

16 version of that school book.

17 (3) Wen a decision has been made to purchase new

18 school books and corresponding el ectronic texts, the Secretary
19 of Education or his designee shall mandate that the braille
20 texts needed by functionally blind students becone avail abl e
21 at the same tine as the print texts to those who use print.
22 In the event that the publisher does not provide an

23 el ectronic text of the school book, the district is prohibited
24 from purchasi ng and using that book.

25 Section 20. Effective date.

26 This act shall take effect in 60 days.

A241.24MS5P/ 20010H1313B1542 - 8 -



