PRINTER S NO. 995

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 884 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ROSS, TANGRETTI, DALLY, COY, ARGALL, BELARDI,
BELFANTI, CI VERA, M COHEN, COLAFELLA, CORRI GAN, COSTA,
CURRY, DAI LEY, DALEY, DeWEESE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORGE
GORDNER, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, JOSEPHS, KAI SER
LAUGHLI N, MACKERETH, MAJOR, MANN, McCALL, MELIO R M LLER
NAI LOR, ORI E, PETRARCA, PI PPY, READSHAW ROONEY, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SCHRCDER, SOLOBAY, STURLA, SURRA,
E. Z. TAYLOR THOMAS, TIGUE, TRELLO, TRI CH WANSACZ,
WASHI NGTON, C. WLLIAMS, WLT, WAINARCSKI AND YUDI CHAK
MARCH 12, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 12, 2001

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403, No.58), entitled "An
2 act to enhance community and econonic devel opnent in this
3 Commonweal th by restructuring certain admnistrative
4 functions and entities; changing the nane of the Departnment
5 of Conmerce to the Departnent of Community and Economi c
6 Devel opnent; transferring functions of the Departnent of
7 Community Affairs into the Department of Comrunity and
8 Econom ¢ Devel opnent and ot her agencies; providing for a
9 Deputy Secretary for Community Affairs and Devel opnent in the
10 Department of Comrunity and Econom c Devel opnent;
11 establishing the Center for Local Governnent Services and the
12 Local Governnment Advisory Conmittee; establishing the Snal
13 Busi ness Advocacy Council; conferring powers and duties on
14 the Legi slative Reference Bureau; and meking repeals,"
15 designating the center for |ocal governnment services as the
16 agency to act as an advocate for municipal police at the
17 State | evel .
18 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

19 hereby enacts as foll ows:
20 Section 1. Section 301 of the act of June 27, 1996 (P.L.403,

21 No.58), known as the Conmunity and Econom c Devel opnent
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Enhancenent Act, is anmended by addi ng subsections to read:
Section 301. To Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent .

* * %

(c.1) |In addition to the powers and duties of the center as

provided in accordance with subsection (c), the center also

shall serve as a State-|evel advocate in connection with matters

of concern to, and reqgarding, nmunicipal police. Inits role as

State-| evel advocate for nunicipal police, the prinmary ni ssion

of the center shall be to serve as a cl eari nghouse for

i nformati on rel evant to nunicipal police, to provide an expanded

| evel of studies and reports on nunici pal police issues, to

encour age appropriate nuni cipal police regionalization and to

provi de consulting services to nunicipal police departnments. In

fulfilling its m ssion as munici pal police advocate, the center

shall have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) WMuintaining a continuing liaison with the

Commpnweal th' s nuni ci pal | aw enf orcenent agenci es and the

Pennsyl vania Chiefs of Police Associ ati on.

(2) Devel opi ng and nmai ntai ning a data base of al

Federal, State and private sources, of financial and

t echni cal assi stance avail able to | ocal | aw enforcenent

agenci es and to conmmuni cate this infornmation to nuni ci pal

police officials.

(3) Responding to inquiries from munici pal | aw

enforcenent agencies and providing referrals where

appropri at e.

(4) Adnministering financial assistance prograns already

or hereafter provided by statute in accordance with

appropri ate requl ati on.
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(5) Under the direction of the secretary, serving as the

| ead agency and advocate for nunicipal |aw enforcenent in

State policy formati on and deci si on naki ng regar di ng

muni ci pal police functions and resources, but this advocacy

function shall not include or extend to matters i nvol vi ng

enpl oyer - enpl oyee rel ati ons.

(6) Under the direction of the secretary, issuing an

annual report to the Governor and the General Assenbly on the

center's activities as nunici pal police advocate and on the

state of local |law enforcement in this Commonweal th, al ong

with recommendati ons for |eqislation.

(c.2) In the pronotion and facilitation of joint initiatives

by political subdivisions in accordance with section 301(a)(2),

the departnment shall allocate to shared nunici pal police

services and activities at | east 35% of the State appropriati on

for shared nunici pal services generally, provided, however, that

the 35% m ni num al |l ocation to shared nuni ci pal police services

and activities shall not be applied to any portion of the State

appropriation for |and use planning that is designated to

pronote joint |and use initiatives anong nunicipalities.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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