PRINTER S NO. 958

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 823 *%n”

| NTRODUCED BY ClI VERA, STETLER, MAJOR, SCRI MENTI, MAYERN K
MAHER, READSHAW BOYES, ALLEN, YEWCI C, DeWEESE, HORSEY,
KELLER, LAWESS, LAUGHLI N, ROEBUCK, M CQOZZIE, BASTI AN, BLAUM
BUNT, BUTKOVI TZ, CASORI O, L. |. COHEN, CRUZ, DelLUCA, DERMODY,
FI CHTER, GANNON, HERSHEY, LaGROITA, LEDERER, MANN, M CALL
McGEEHAN, PI PPY, RAYMOND, SATHER, SCHULER, SEMVEL, SOLGOBAY,
STAIRS, R STEVENSQON, STURLA, SURRA, TANGRETTI, TIGUE
TRELLO, TRICH, WALKO, WANSACZ, WOGAN, WOJINARCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 8, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, MARCH 8, 2001

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
2 entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
3 and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
4 reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and
5 Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
6 its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the
7 i ssuance of l|icenses and certificates and the suspension and
8 revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;
9 and making repeals,” further providing for definitions; and
10 providing for certified registered nurse anestheti sts.
11 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
12 hereby enacts as foll ows:
13 Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985
14 (P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
15 anended by adding definitions to read:
16 Section 2. Definitions.
17 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
18 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the



1 context clearly indicates otherw se:

2 * x *

3 "Certified registered nurse anesthetist.” An individual who:
4 (1) holds a license to practice professional nursing

5 under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known as The
6 Prof essional Nursing Law, and

7 (2) is authorized, by requlation of the State Board of

8 Nursing, to adninister anesthesia.

9 * x *

10 "Health care facility." As defined in section 103 of the act

11 of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the Health Care

12 Facilities Act.

13 * * %
14 Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

15 Section 15.1. Certified regi stered nurse anestheti st.

16 (a) Supervision of authorized services.--Wen a certified

17 reqgi stered nurse anestheti st adnm ni sters anesthetics and

18 provides related services in a health care facility, the

19 certified reqgistered nurse anestheti st shall be under the

20 supervision of a physician who is present in the health care

21 facility when the anesthesia is adnm ni stered. The servi ces

22 provided by a certified regi stered nurse anestheti st do not

23 include the prescription of nmedicati on or the perfornance of

24 nedi cal di agnosis or therapeutics.

25 (b)Y Definition.--As used in this section, the term

26 "supervision" neans nedical direction provided by a qualified

27 physician who is responsi ble for the anesthesia care provi ded by

28 the certified reqgi stered nurse anesthetist. The board shal

29 pronul gate requl ati ons whi ch define the nedi cal direction

30 required by the standards of acceptabl e nedical practice
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1 enbraced by the nedi cal doctor conmmunity in this Conmobnweal t h.

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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