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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 720 55

| NTRODUCED BY REI NARD, ARMSTRONG, J. BAKER, MARSI CO BARRAR
HENNESSEY, PI PPY AND E. Z. TAYLOR, FEBRUARY 14, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, FEBRUARY 14, 2001
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng anendnents to the Constitution of the Conmonweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a, providing for concurrence of two-thirds of al

menbers of each House for the passage of measures inposing

new taxes or license fees; and further providing for

Commonweal t h i ndebt edness.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with Article Xl

(1) That section 4 of Article Ill be amended to read:

§ 4. Consideration of bills.

Every bill shall be considered on three different days in
each House. Al anmendnents nade thereto shall be printed for the
use of the nenbers before the final vote is taken on the bill
and before the final vote is taken, upon witten request
addressed to the presiding officer of either House by at |east
25% of the nmenbers elected to that House, any bill shall be read

at length in that House. No bill shall becone a | aw, unless on

its final passage the vote is taken by yeas and nays, the nanes
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of the persons voting for and against it are entered on the
journal, and a majority of the nenbers elected to each House is

recorded thereon as voting in its favor. No tax or |icense fee

or increase of any tax or license fee shall be i nposed except

pursuant to an act of the General Assenbly adopted with the

concurrence of two-thirds of all nenbers of each House.

(2) That section 7 of Article VIII be anended by adding a
subsection to read:

§ 7. Commonweal t h i ndebt edness.

* * %

(e) To nake up for insufficient revenues, the CGeneral

Assenbly may, where necessary, increase the rate of taxes and

fees after the failure to pay, when due, the principal and

i nterest on the debt.

Section 2. That no inconvenience nay arise fromchanges in
Article Ill of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, it is hereby
decl ared that this amendnent shall not apply to any tax or
license fee authorized by an act of the General Assenbly but not
effective on the effective date of this anendnent.

Section 3. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional amendnments, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the

Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the

20010H0720B0804 - 2 -



advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of

t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt the proposed constitutional amendnents
under section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comobnweal th

as a single ballot question at the first primary, general or
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muni ci pal el ection occurring at |least three nonths after the
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proposed constitutional anendnents are passed by the General
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Assenbl y.
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