HOUSE AMENDED
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to create a
stroke prevention task force and advisory committee to
pronot e professional and public education and awar eness and
to inprove the quality of care for stroke victins.

VWHEREAS, Stroke is the nunber three killer of Americans,
claimng the lives of approxi mately 25,000 Pennsyl vani ans each
year; and

VHEREAS, Stroke is the nunber one cause of serious
di sability; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's seniors are the popul ation at the
hi ghest risk for stroke; and

WHEREAS, Persons 60 years of age and over conprise 20% of the
popul ati on of this Comobnweal th; and

VWHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the Cormmonwealth to
enable State residents to reduce the risks and effects of
strokes so that they nmay continue to |lead |Iong, healthy and

productive lives; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the State's residents
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to be educated on healthy lifestyles to reduce the risk of
stroke by increasing physical activity, increasing awareness of
cardi ovascul ar di sease and hi gh bl ood pressure and i nproving
di etary habits; and

VWHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the Cormonwealth to
gat her and di ssenmi nate appropriate information to health care
professionals to facilitate their provision of quality care to
reduce the effects of strokes; and

WHEREAS, The adoption of guidelines for the care of stroke
patients, including enmergency stroke care, throughout this
Commonweal th will enhance the ability of health care
prof essionals to provide quality care; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to
recommend ways to better publicize warning signs, encourage nore
people to increase the odds of recovery by seeking treatnent as
soon as they suffer synptons, and to further study the issue of
adopting criteria for designating stroke centers throughout this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly direct the Joint State
Government Conmission to create a stroke prevention task force
consi sting of two nenbers appointed by the President pro tenpore
of the Senate, two nenbers appointed by the Mnority Leader of
the Senate, two nmenbers appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves and two nenbers appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force create an advisory comrttee
consisting of 45 16 nmenbers. The commttee shall be conposed of
one representative fromand desi gnated by each of the foll ow ng:

The Departnent of Health; the Hospital and Health Systens
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Associ ati on of Pennsylvani a; the Pennsyl vania Chapter of the
Aneri can Col | ege of Emergency Physicians; the American Stroke
Associ ation, a division of the Anerican Heart Association; the
Pennsyl vani a Psychol ogi cal Associ ation; THE HEALTH CARE COST
CONTAI NMENT COUNCI L; the health care insurance industry; rural
heal th providers; a stroke institute associated with a
uni versity nedical center; the Phil adel phia Stroke Council; one
menber to represent the rehabilitation industry designated by
t he Pennsyl vani a Physi cal Therapy Associ ation, the Speech-
Language- Heari ng Associ ation, the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of
Rehabilitation Facilities and the Pennsyl vani a Occupati onal
Therapy Association, Inc. In addition, one nenber of the
commttee shall be chosen by the coordinated designation of the
bi ot echnol ogy and pharnmaceuti cal industries. Finally, four
menbers at | arge shall be designated by the task force upon the
recommendati on of the advisory conmttee from anong the
Pennsyl vani a Neurol ogi cal Society, the Pennsylvani a Chapter of
the American Col |l ege of Cardiol ogy, the Pennsylvani a Acadeny of
Fam |y Physicians, the Energency Health Services Council, the
Institute for Healthy Conmunities and the Pennsyl vania Public
Rel ations Society of Anerica; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force study the feasibility of

devel opi ng and i npl ementi ng a conprehensive Statew de public
education program on stroke prevention, targeted to high-risk
popul ati ons and to geographic areas where there is a high
i nci dence of stroke, which shall include information on:

(1) Ileading healthy lifestyle practices that reduce the

ri sk of stroke;
(2) identifying the signs and synptons of stroke and the

action to be taken when these signs occur;
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(3) determning what constitutes high-quality health
care for stroke;
(4) adopting and di ssem nating guidelines on the
treatment of stroke patients, including energency stroke
care, throughout this Commonweal t h;
(5) taking such other actions that are consistent with
t he scope and purpose of this resolution to ensure that the
public and health care providers are sufficiently informed of
the nost effective strategies for stroke prevention and to
assist health care providers to utilize the nost effective
treatment strategies for stroke; and
(6) addressing neans by which the guidelines may be
revised to remain current with devel opi ng treat nent
nmet hodol ogi es;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force, in acconplishing its m ssions,
take into account guidelines that have been pronul gated by
national ly recogni zed organi zati ons which deal with stroke; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That in its deliberations the task force consider
whether its activities would duplicate existing di sease
education and prevention prograns in the Departnent of Health
and ot her Federal and State agencies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force and advisory commttee
recommend the adoption of stroke guidelines and an appropriate
means of dissem nating information to the professional comunity
and the general public and study the need for the designation of
stroke centers throughout this Comonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force and advisory commttee

recommend sources of funds to carry out its recommendati ons and
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determ ne the adequacy of health insurance coverage for stroke
patients; and be it further
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RESCOLVED, THAT THE TASK FORCE REPORT | TS FI NDI NGS DI RECTLY TO <—

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY NO LATER THAN TWO YEARS AFTER ADOPTI ON OF
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