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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 997 5

I NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, JUBELI RER, PI CCOLA, EARLL, KI TCHEN
O PAKE, HELFRI CK, MADI GAN, HOLL, SALVATORE, COSTA, LEMVOND,
VWH TE, CORMAN, GERLACH, THOVPSON AND SLOCUM JUNE 3, 1999

SENATOR EARLL, URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG AS AMENDED
JUNE 16, 1999
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AN ACT
Requi ri ng purchasers of real estate with buildings thereon to
bring the buildings into conpliance with mnunicipal codes;
provi di ng for nui sance abatenent; and inposing penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Code and Ordi nance Conpliance Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Constructive know edge.” Know edge of a violation |listed on

the seller's property disclosure statenment nade pursuant to the
act of July 2, 1996 (P.L.500, No.84), known as the Real Estate
Seller Disclosure Act, a violation appearing on a buyer's

notification certificate provided by a municipality, or a



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

violation that is a matter of public record.
"Known to have." Know edge of a violation based on actual or
constructive know edge.
"Municipality.” Any county, city, borough, incorporated
town, township, home rule municipality, optional plan
muni ci pality, optional charter nunicipality or any simlar
general purpose unit of governnent which may be created or
aut hori zed by statute.
Section 3. Conpliance requirenent.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Any purchaser of any building, structure
or part of a building or structure known to have substanti al
vi ol ati ons of nmunicipal codes relating to building, housing,
property nmaintenance or fire is required to rake—areasenable <—
atterpt—te bring the building, structure or that part of a
buil ding or structure into conpliance with those codes or
denol i sh the building or structure PEND NG THE APPROVAL OF THE <—
MUNI Cl PALI TY within 18 nonths of the date of purchase OR LONGER <—
SUBJECT TO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PURCHASER AND THE
MUNI Cl PALI TY.
(b) Penalty.--Failure to conply with the requirenents of
subsection (a) shall result in the purchaser being personally
liable for the costs of repairs or denplition and a fine of not
| ess than $1,000 and not nore than $10,000. Fines shall be
remtted to the nunicipality in which the building, structure or
part of a building or structure is located. In nunicipalities
with | owincone housing, not |less than one third of the fine
i nposed shall be used by the nunicipality for | owinconme housing
in a manner determ ned by the rnunicipality.
(c) Nui sance ordi nances. - -

(1) Any purchaser of any lot or parcel of |land known to
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have substantial violations of nunicipal nuisance ordi nances

relating to mai ntenance, health or safety is required to nmake
a reasonable attenpt to abate the nuisance within one year of
t he date of purchase.

(2) Failure to conply with the requirenents of this
subsection shall result in the purchaser being personally
liable for the cost of maintenance and a fine of not |ess
t han $1,000 and not nore than $10,000. Fines shall be
remtted to the nunicipality in which the ot or parcel of
land is | ocated.

(d) Enforcenent.--Local nunicipalities are authorized to

enforce the provisions of this section.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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