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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Departnment of Public Welfare to increase the cap on

energy crisis grant funding assistance for the Low I ncone

Hone Ener gy Assi stance Program

WHEREAS, The Low I ncome Hone Ener gy Assi stance Program
(LIHEAP) is a vital lifeline to lowincone famlies, working
poor househol ds, senior citizens and persons with disabilities
in neeting their energy needs; and

WHEREAS, Low-incone famlies, the elderly and many worKking
poor Pennsyl vani ans face a continuing energy crisis with energy
burdens that well exceed 15% of their household incones; and

WHEREAS, LIHEAP is a targeted block grant program which

provides built-in flexibility in Federal -State partnershi ps and

is the foundation for many prograns authorized by state public
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utility comm ssions and many gas and el ectric conpani es and
comunity service organi zati ons which assi st | owincone
custoners to:
(1) Meet their bill paynment obligations through direct
assi stance, arrearage forgiveness and reduction of bills to
nore affordable |evels.
(2) Prevent service termnations in winter as well as
duri ng heat energenci es.
(3) Help keep working poor househol ds sel f - sust ai ni ng.
(4) Help househol ds make the transition from public
assi st ance.
(5) Weatherize hones, to repair defective heating
equi pnent and to reduce usage;
and

WHEREAS, The average whol esal e price of hone heating oil in
t he East Coast for February 2000 is nore than 351. 4% hi gher than
in February 1999; and

WHEREAS, Wil e the per-gallon price of honme heating oil can
be expected to rise in winter, that rise has historically been
no nore than 1/2¢ per day; and

VWHEREAS, Local oil distributors in this Conmonweal th
experienced a price increase of nore than 18¢ per gallon in one
day during the week endi ng January 22, 2000; and

WHEREAS, G| conpanies claimthey are reducing production and
keeping inventories low to reduce their costs, and the
Organi zati on of Petrol eum Exporting Countries mnisters on
January 14, 2000, voted to continue current restrictions through
March 2000, pushing the price of a barrel of crude oil above $30
for the first time in nine years; and

WHEREAS, The average price of residential hone heating oil in
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t he East Coast for the week of February 14, 2000, was $1. 95,
mar ki ng an increase of 123% from February 1999, and news reports
are forecasting a continuation of higher prices well into the
next fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare maintains
jurisdiction over the adm nistration of LIHEAP and the
al l ocation of Federal funds and nust reserve up to 10% of
Federal LIHEAP funds for energy crisis assistance; and

WHEREAS, Many | owincone Pennsyl vani ans have arrived at the
$250 cap for the LIHEAP energy crisis assistance conmponent and
are still experiencing a crisis in paying home energy bills due
to the increased price of hone heating oil; and

VHEREAS, The Federal Government rel eased:

(1) $45 million in LI HEAP energency funds to Al aska and
ten northeastern and Mddle Atlantic States, including
Pennsyl vani a, on January 25, 2000;

(2) $130 million in energency LIHEAP fundi ng on February
10, 2000; and

(3) $120 million in energency funds on February 16,

2000;
and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare initially received
$2, 509, 882 of the $45 million LIHEAP enmergency funds to benefit
an additional 713,392 | owincone households in this Commonweal th
and will receive an estimated $25 million with the second and
third rel ease of Federal LIHEAP energency funding; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Departnment of Public Welfare to utilize the designated

$2, 509, 882 and any further suppl enental Federal LIHEAP energency
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1 funding to increase the $250 cap on the LI HEAP energy crisis
2 grant component to provide additional relief to | owincone

3 families in this Conmmbnweal t h.
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