PRINTER S NO. 2602

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 308 e

| NTRODUCED BY THOVAS, NOVEMBER 8, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, NOVEMBER 8, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Committee on Health and Human Servi ces to conduct

an investigation relating to the scope of the suspected

hepatitis C outbreak anong firefighters in this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Firefighters who respond to nedi cal energencies
of ten expose thensel ves to bl eeding victins and syringes that
may transmt hepatitis Cto them and

WHEREAS, It has been reported that there nmay be approxi mately
80 firefighters in the Gty of Philadel phia who may have
contracted the hepatitis Cvirus fromtheir activities as
firefighters; and

WHEREAS, There is concern that this outbreak of the hepatitis
C virus may have spread to other firefighters throughout this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, There is no vaccine for hepatitis C, and drug
treatment for the disease is effective only 10%to 40% of the
time; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant for the health, safety and welfare

of the public in general and of firefighters in particular that
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the scope of this suspected outbreak of hepatitis C be
i nvestigated; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Conmittee on Health and Human Services to conduct an
investigation relating to the scope of the hepatitis C outbreak
anong firefighters in this Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under the
hand and seal of its chairman commandi ng any person to appear
before the commttee and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the commttee and to produce
such books, papers, records and docunments as the committee deens
necessary. The subpoenas may be served upon any person and shal
have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of
this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects or refuses
to testify before the committee or to produce any books, papers,
records or docunments shall be subject to the penalties provided
by the laws of this Commonwealth in such case. Each nmenber of
the commttee shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee submt a report to the House of
Representatives including its findings and recomendati ons no

| ater than 90 days after adoption of this resolution.
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