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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of Novenber 1999 as "Al zheiner's Di sease
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Al zheiner's disease is a degenerative brain disorder
t hat causes progressive loss of nenory and intellectual
function; and

VHEREAS, Al zheiner's disease was first described in 1906 and
has been diagnosed in mllions of people ever since; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 4 mllion Americans currently suffer
from Al zheimer's disease, with this nunber increasing to nearly

14 million by the mddle of the 21st century; and
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WHEREAS, One in ten persons over 65 years of age and al nost
one-hal f of persons over 85 years of age have Al zheiner's
di sease; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately one-half of all nursing honme residents
suffer from Al zheiner's di sease or a related disorder; and

WHEREAS, Al zhei ner's di sease causes severe physi cal
enotional and financial trauma for affected persons as well as
their famlies and friends; and

WHEREAS, Despite the painstaking efforts of researchers and
ot her advocates, nedical science has yet to find a cure or
treatnent for Al zheiner's disease; and

WHEREAS, While a cure or treatnent for the disease has yet to
be found, its tragic effects have spurred scientists and
physi cians worldwide to intensify their research efforts; and

WHEREAS, Until that research is successful, the public nust
be provided with information about this disorder and ways nust
be found to ease the burden on patients, famlies and
caregivers; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nont h of Novenber 1999 as "Al zheiner's D sease Awareness Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vania and urge all Pennsylvani ans to becone better

i nformed about the disease and its inpact.
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