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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 235 5

| NTRODUCED BY CAPPABI ANCA, BUNT, GORDNER, WALKO, CALTAG RONE,
LAUGHLI N, READSHAW GRUCELA, SOLOBAY, BELARDI, LESCOVI TZ,
SHANER, M COHEN, PI STELLA, TIGUE, TRELLO MCALL, STABACK,
YOUNGBLOOD, HENNESSEY, DeWEESE, HALUSKA, COLAFELLA, DeLUCA
STERN, SCHULER, TRAVAGIO, B. SMTH, E. Z. TAYLOR, HERSHEY,
BEBKO- JONES, ROONEY, GEI ST, WLLIAMS, SURRA, EVANS
WOINARCSKI, SATHER, VAN HORNE, SEYFERT, PESCI, S. MLLER
CORRI GAN, LUCYK, LEDERER, KI RKLAND, HARHAI AND PI PPY
SEPTEMBER 20, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 20, 1999
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing Congress to recogni ze the Pennsyl vania Egg Quality
Assurance Programfor its exceptional nerit as a food safety
program and to consi der the programas the national standard.
WHEREAS, This Commonwealth is the fifth |largest egg producing
state in the country and has led the way in food safety for
al nost ten years and now stands at the forefront of national
st andar ds; and
WHEREAS, This Commonweal th supplies al nost the entire M d-
Atlantic region with their table eggs; and
WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania Egg Quality Assurance Program
(PEQAP) is a voluntary program devel oped by the egg industry and
adm ni stered by the Penn Ag Poultry Council, a nonprofit

agricultural trade association; and

WHEREAS, The programutilizes risk-reduci ng managenent
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practices, such as third-party nonitoring and egg testing, to
successfully inprove the safety of this product; and

WHEREAS, Laboratory testing of eggs and environmental sanples
are conpleted by the Certified Pennsylvania Ani mal D agnostic
Laboratories at The Pennsylvania State University, the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania at New Bolton Center and the
Department of Agriculture; and

WHEREAS, The programutilizes safe handling | abels versus
war ni ng | abel's, which often | eave a negative connotation; and

WHEREAS, The gui del i nes under the program cover egg
production and assure the comm tnent of the producer and
processor to inplenent the best managenent and nonitoring
practices nost likely to prevent Sal nonella enteritidis
cont am nati on; and

VWHEREAS, Annually the egg industry invests over $1, 000,000 in
the program on inpl enentation, pronotion and public awareness;
and

WHEREAS, According to a recent analysis of the program
conpl eted by the Departnent of Agriculture there was a 49. 5%
reduction in human Sal nonella enteritidis isolation rates in the
M d-Atlantic region where this Comonwealth is the principal egg
supplier; and

WHEREAS, According to a 15-nenber review teamreport prepared
by the Food and Drug Adm nistration, Centers for D sease Control
and Prevention and United States Departnment of Agriculture,
dated January 18, 1997, it was stated that PEQAP can serve as a
prototype for the egg industry in the devel opnent of egg quality
assurance prograns and that the industry should adopt quality
assurance prograns based on interventions devel oped in the

Pennsyl vania Pilot Project and used in the Pennsylvani a Egg
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Qual ity Assurance Program therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nenorialize the Congress of
the United States to recognize the nerit and effectiveness of
t he Pennsyl vania Egg Quality Assurance Program and to allow any
state that follows these protocols to use a safe handling | abel
whi ch enphasi zes refrigeration and proper cooking; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly nenorialize Congress to
recogni ze the thorough and effective standards of the program
and consi der adopting the program as the national standard,
thereby requiring no additional |abels on eggs produced under
the program protocols; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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