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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 227 5%

| NTRODUCED BY FLI CK, FICHTER, TIGUE, SCHRCDER, YUDI CHAK, ADOLPH
BAKER, BARD, BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BENN NGHOFF, BUNT,
CLARK, L. I. COHEN, CORRI GAN, CURRY, DAILEY, DeWEESE, FARGO,
FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GCEI ST, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HERSHEY,
HESS, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MASLAND, McCALL
MUNDY, NAILOR, PESCI, PLATTS, READSHAW ROBI NSQN, RGCSS,
RUBLEY, SATHER, SCHULER, SHANER, SNYDER, STERN, STEVENSOQON,
STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRELLO, VAN HORNE, WLLIAMS5, WLT,
YOUNGBLOOD AND ZI MMERVAN, AUGUST 23, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, AUGUST 23, 1999
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorializing Congress to fully fund the Individuals with
Di sabilities Education Act.

VHEREAS, The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.) was first enacted
in 1970 as the Education of the Handi capped Act (Public Law 91-
230, 84 Stat. 175); and

VHEREAS, The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
protects the rights of children with disabilities to be educated
in the least restrictive environnment through a conti nuum of
appropriate services and pl acenents; and

WHEREAS, Begi nning in 1996, educators and | awrakers saw
congressi onal reauthorization as an opportunity to nmake changes,
particularly in the area of giving |ocal school districts nore

flexibility to reduce costs and to discipline disabled students
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whose m sconduct jeopardi zes school safety or unreasonably
di srupts cl assroom | earni ng; and

WHEREAS, Despite the omi bus changes nade during the 1997
I ndividuals with Disabilities Education Act reauthorization,
superintendents and | ocal school boards of directors are gravely
concerned about potential cost increases related to conform ng
to the new law and its inplenenting regulations; and

WHEREAS, Added procedural requirenents and tinelines and
operational difficulties nay be encountered by school entities
in conplying with the new law, particularly its very conplex and
detail ed inpl enenting regul ations; and

WHEREAS, Assuring that appropriate procedural safeguards
remain in place for the disabled children is expected to further
exacerbate the already high per pupil costs for special
education; and

VHEREAS, Wien the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
was created, the Congress of the United States prom sed to
provi de 40% of its funding, but the $4 billion appropriated in
fiscal year 1997-1998 paid for |less than 9% of the program and

WHEREAS, The | ack of an adequate and appropri ate Federal
fiscal coomitnment | eaves State and | ocal taxpayers bearing a
di sproportionate share of the costs to conply with these Federal
mandates; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize
Congress to fully fund its obligations under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

E21L84VDL/ 19990H0227R2208 - 2 -



