PRINTER S N0 3918

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2737 %

| NTRODUCED BY HABAY, DeLUCA, LAUGHLI N, HENNESSEY, JAMES,
READSHAW VAN HORNE AND PI PPY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, SEPTEMBER 26, 2000
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” further providing for

age and incone limtations for tax relief; and providing a

phase-in period for tax increases.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3171-B of the act of July 28, 1953
(P.L.723, No.230), known as the Second C ass County Code,
anended or added Decenber 22, 1993 (P.L.529, No.77) and Decenber
21, 1998 (P.L.1080, No.146), is anmended to read:

Section 3171-B. Tax Relief.--(a) (1) The county and the
city shall utilize the disbursenments received fromthe State
Treasurer under section 3157-B(b) in the first full cal endar
year in which the disbursenents are received for the reduction
of |ocal taxes.

(2) Effective January 1 of the first full calendar year in

whi ch di sbursenents are received pursuant to section 3157-B(b),
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the county and the city shall repeal any tax inposed upon
personal property.

(3) Effective January 1 of the first full calendar year in
whi ch di sbursenents are received pursuant to section 3157-B(b),
the city shall reduce to an anmount not to exceed five per centum
(5% the tax on adm ssions to places of amusenent, athletic
events and the |like and on notion picture theaters.

(4) The county and the city shall utilize all or a portion
of revenues renmai ning from di sbursenents recei ved pursuant to
section 3157-B(b) after reducing taxes as provided by clauses
(1) and (2) for the inplenentation of either or both of the
fol | ow ng:

(i) prograns under the act of Decenber 13, 1988 (P.L.1190,
No. 146), known as the "First and Second C ass County Property
Tax Relief Act"; or

(ii) a programfor property tax rebate or rent rebate in
lieu of property taxes nodel ed by the county or city after the
act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104, No.3), known as the "Seni or
Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act,"” for longtine senior citizen
owner occupants of personal residences. Property eligible for
tax relief under this clause shall be Ilimted to a prinmary
personal residence owned by:

(A) a single person [age 62] 60 years of age or ol der [or

by] ;.
(B) married persons if either spouse is [62] 60 years of age
or older[.]; or

(C) a widow or wi dower 45 years of age or ol der.

Tax relief provided pursuant to this clause shall be limted to
per sons whose incone as defined under the act of March 11, 1971

(P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Citizens Rebate and
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Assi stance Act," does not exceed [twenty-five thousand doll ars

($25,000)] thirty thousand dollars ($30,000).

(b) (1) Miunicipalities other than the county and the city
shall utilize at |east two-thirds of the disbursenents received
under section 3157-B(b) in the first full cal endar year in which
t he di sbursements are received for the reduction of |ocal taxes.

(2) Minicipalities other than the county and the city shal
utilize all or a portion of disbursenents received for the
pur pose of reducing |ocal taxes for the inplenmentation of
prograns for real property tax relief as provided by subsection
(a) (4).

(3) Minicipalities in counties of the second cl ass, other
than the county and the city, which do not inpose a tax upon
personal property on the effective date of this anendatory act
are prohibited frominposing such a tax thereafter.

(c) The county and the city and other nunicipalities shal

be required to phase in any real property tax increase over a

ten-year period, if, after a reassessnent of property taxes, the

tax increase is nore than a twenty-five per centum (25%

increase in tax fromthe previous year. This subsecti on shal

apply to the real property of persons or famlies whose i nhcone

does not exceed one hundred fifty per centum (150% of the

appl i cabl e Federal poverty threshold regardl ess of age.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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