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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2689 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DAl LEY, ARGALL, BARRAR, BELFANTI, BROMNE
CAPPABI ANCA, DelLUCA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, LEH, MANDERI NO,
PETRARCA, ROSS, SAYLOR, SCOLOBAY, E. Z. TAYLOR TRELLO TRI CH,
TRUE, VANCE AND WLT, AUGJST 9, 2000

REFERRED TO COWMWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
AUGUST 9, 2000
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408, No.89), entitled, as
reenacted and anmended, "An act providing for the creation of
the Health Care Cost Contai nnent Council, for its powers and
duties, for health care cost contai nnent through the
col l ection and di ssem nation of data, for public
accountability of health care costs and for health care for
t he indigent; and meking an appropriation,” further providing
for the powers and duties of the Health Care Cost Contai nnment
Counci | .
The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 3 of the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408,
No. 89), known as the Health Care Cost Contai nment Act, reenacted
and anended June 28, 1993 (P.L.146, No.34), is anmended by addi ng
a definition to read:
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency nurse." A reqgistered nurse or a licensed practi cal
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nurse who i s enployed by a nurse staffi ng agency and i s

subcontracted by the hospital to provide health care services to

suppl enent i n-house nurse staffing pools in tinmes of shortages.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4(b) of the act is anended to read:
Section 4. Health Care Cost Containment Council.

* x *

(b) Conposition.--The council shall consist of [21] 22
voti ng nmenbers, conposed of and appointed in accordance with the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The Secretary of Health.

(2) The Secretary of Public Welfare.

(3) The Insurance Comm ssioner.

(4) Six representatives of the business community, at

| east one of whomrepresents small business, who are

purchasers of health care as defined in section 3, none of

which is primarily involved in the provision of health care
or health insurance, three of which shall be appointed by the

President pro tenpore of the Senate and three of which shal

be appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives

froma list of twelve qualified persons recommended by the

Pennsyl vani a Chanber of Business and I ndustry. Three nom nees

shall be representatives of small business.

(5) Six representatives of organized | abor, three of

whi ch shall be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the

Senate and three of which shall be appointed by the Speaker

of the House of Representatives froma list of twelve

qual i fied persons recommended by the Pennsyl vania AFL-Cl O

(6) One representative of consunmers who is not primarily

involved in the provision of health care or health care
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i nsurance, appointed by the Governor froma |list of three
qual i fied persons recommended jointly by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President pro tenpore of the
Senat e.

(7) One representative of hospitals, appointed by the
Governor froma list of three qualified hospita
representatives reconmended by the Hospital Association of
Pennsyl vani a. The representative under this paragraph may
appoint two additional delegates to act for the
representative only at neetings of commttees, as provided
for in subsection (f).

(8) One representative of physicians, appointed by the
Governor froma list of three qualified physician
representatives reconmended jointly by the Pennsyl vani a
Medi cal Soci ety and the Pennsyl vani a Ost eopat hi c Medi cal
Soci ety. The representative under this paragraph nay appoint
two additional delegates to act for the representative only
at neetings of commttees, as provided for in subsection (f).

(9) One representative of the Blue Cross and Bl ue Shield
pl ans i n Pennsyl vani a, appointed by the Governor froma I|ist
of three qualified persons recommended jointly by the Bl ue
Cross and Blue Shield plans of Pennsylvani a.

(10) One representative of comercial insurance
carriers, appointed by the Governor froma list of three
qual i fied persons recommended by the |Insurance Federation of
Pennsyl vani a, |nc.

(11) One representative of health naintenance
or gani zati ons, appointed by the Governor froma list of three
gual i fied persons recommended by the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on

of Heal th Mi ntenance O gani zati ons.
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1 (11.1) One representative of advance practice nurses,

2 specifically a nurse researcher, appointed by the Governor

3 froma list of three qualified nurse representatives

4 recommended by the Pennsyl vania Board of Nursing. The

5 representative under this paragraph nay appoint two

6 additional delegates to act for the representative only at

7 neetings of conmttees, as provided for in subsection (f).

8 (12) In the case of each appointnent to be nade froma
9 list supplied by a specified organization, it is incunbent
10 upon that organization to consult with and provide a |i st

11 which reflects the input of other equival ent organizations
12 representing simlar interests. Each appointing authority

13 wi |l have the discretion to request additions to the |ist

14 originally submtted. Additional names will be provided not
15 | ater than 15 days after such request. Appointnents shall be
16 made by the appointing authority no later than 90 days after
17 receipt of the original list. If, for any reason, any

18 speci fied organi zation supplying a list should cease to

19 exi st, then the respective appointing authority shall specify
20 a new equi val ent organization to fulfill the responsibilities
21 of this act.
29 * %k
23 Section 3. Section 5(d) of the act is amended by adding a
24 paragraph to read:
25 Section 5. Powers and duties of the council.
26 * %k
27 (d) General duties and functions.--The council is hereby
28 authorized to and shall performthe follow ng duties and
29 functions:
30 * %
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1 (14) (i) Maintain_and disseninate data on the [evel of
2 patient safety and the quality of health care in this

3 Commonweal th based _upon data collected under section 6.
4 (ii) Make an annual report with the facilities

5 arranged by the follow ng categories: 500 or nore acute
6 care beds, 350-499 acute care beds, 200-349 acute care
7 beds, 150-199 acute care beds, 100-149 acute care beds,
8 50-99 acute care beds, 49 or below acute care beds. The
9 report will include the current year's data as well as
10 the four previous years' data.

11 Section 4. Section 6(f)(3) of the act is anended to read:
12 Section 6. Data subm ssion and coll ection.

13 * x *

14 (f) Oher data required to be submtted.--Providers are

15 hereby required to submt and the council is hereby authorized
16 to collect, in accordance with subm ssion dates and schedul es
17 established by the council, the follow ng additional data,

18 provided such data is not available to the council from public
19 records:
20 * x *
21 (3) Additional data, including, but not limted to, data
22 whi ch can be used to provide at |east the foll ow ng
23 i nformation:
24 (i) the incidence of nedical and surgical procedures
25 in the popul ation for individual providers;
26 (ii) physicians who provide covered services and
27 accept nedi cal assistance patients;
28 (1i1) physicians who provide covered services and
29 accept Medi care assignnment as full paynent;
30 (v) nortality rates for specified di agnoses and
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treatments, grouped by severity, for individual
provi ders;

(vi) rates of infection for specified diagnoses and
treatments, grouped by severity, for individual
provi ders;

(vii) norbidity rates for specified di agnoses and
treatments, grouped by severity, for individual
provi ders;

(viii) readm ssion rates for specified di agnoses and
treatments, grouped by severity, for individual
provi ders; [and]

(ix) rate of incidence of postdi scharge professional
care for sel ected diagnoses and procedures, grouped by
severity, for individual providers[.]; and

(x) level of patient safety and quality of health

(A) Patient data by unit |evel:

(1) nedication errors;

(1) injury rate, such as, but not limted

(11'1) nosocom al infections (e.g. those

i nfections acquired in a hospital or anbul atory

surgical facility):

(1V) pressure ulcers incurred during

hospitali zati on; and

(V) patient's perception of satisfaction

with care regardi ng pai n nanagenent, educati onal

i nformati on pertaining to their conditi on and

care requirenents for di scharge and overall care
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(B) Health care enpl oyee dat a:

(1) Annual average of facility staffing m x

bet ween certified regi stered nurse practitioners,

regi stered nurses, licensed practical nurses,

agency nurses, certified nursing assi stants

(CNAs) and unlicensed assisting staff.

(11) Annual average of inpatient care per

unit (e.q. intensive care units, energency roons,

cardiac care units, neurology units, surgical

units) staffing m x between certified reqi stered

nurse practitioners, reqi stered nurses, |icensed

practi cal nurses, agency nurses, certified

nursi ng assi stants (CNAs) and unli censed

assisting staff.

(C) Total registered nurses' hours provi ded per

pati ent day.

Section 5.

Secti on 6.

The sum of $128,000 is hereby appropriated to the

Heal t h Care Cost Contai nnent Council for the purpose of

adm ni stering the provisions of this act.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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