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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2482 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, CAPPABI ANCA, BELARDI, W LLI AVS5,
DeWEESE, BARD, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, M COHEN, COLAFELLA,
COSTA, FRANKEL, GEORGE, JOSEPHS, HENNESSEY, SANTONI, HARHAI
HALUSKA, MCALL, MELIO PIPPY, RAMOS, ROBERTS, LAUGHLI N
LEDERER, LUCYK, ROONEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSQN, YOUNGBLOCD
SEYFERT, SHANER, WOINARGCSKI, WASHI NGTON, WALKO, TRI CH,
TRELLO, TRAVAGLIO TIGUE, J. TAYLOR E. Z. TAYLOR, TANGRETTI
AND SCOLOBAY, APRIL 19, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
APRI L 19, 2000
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing the Departnent of Health to award grants for the
purchase of automated external defibrillators; and meking an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Autonated
External Defibrillator Gant Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

The purpose of this act is to pronote greater availability
and use of automated external defibrillators in this
Commonweal th by encouragi ng State veterans' homes, senior
citizen centers and certain adult day-care centers, child-care

centers, group honmes and family child-care hones to purchase the

devi ces.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Aut omat ed external defibrillator™ or "AED." A portable
device that uses electric shock to restore a stable heart rhythm
to an individual in cardiac arrest.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Entity." Any of the follow ng:

(1) State veterans hone.
(2) Senior citizens center.
(3) Adult day-care center |icensed by the Departnent of

Agi ng.

(4) Child-care center, group honme and famly child-care
home |icensed by the Departnent of Public Wlfare.
Section 4. AED grants.

(a) Authorization.--The departnent, through the advisory
board established under section 5, shall award grants to
entities that purchase an AED for their own use and that submt
an application in such formas deened acceptable by the
departnment for a grant under this act.

(b) Grant anmount.--The anount of each grant shall not exceed
50% of the purchase price for an AED, and only one grant shal
be awarded per entity.

Section 5. Agreenent between departnent and grant recipients.

An entity that is a grant recipient shall enter into an
agreenent with the departnent. The agreenment shall include, but
not be limted to, the follow ng terns and conditions:

(1) Expected AED users shall be trained in CPR through a

course of instruction provided by the American Red Cross or
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the American Heart Association or through an equival ent
course of instruction approved by the departnment in
consultation with a technical commttee of the Pennsylvani a
Emer gency Heal th Services Council.

(2) Expected AED users shall conplete training in the

use of an AED through a course of instruction provided by the

Anmerican Red Cross or the American Heart Association or
t hrough an equi val ent course of instruction approved by the
departnment in consultation with a technical commttee of the
Pennsyl vani a Emergency Health Servi ces Council.

(3) Expected AED users shall be trained to utilize
avai l abl e neans to imedi ately contact and activate the

energency nedi cal services system

(4) The entity shall maintain and test the AED according

to the manufacturer's operational guidelines.

(5) The entity shall notify enmergency nedi cal services
per sonnel of the presence of an AED and assure that any
appropriate data or information is nmade available to
energency nedi cal services personnel or other health care
provi ders as requested.

Section 6. Advisory board.

The departnent shall establish an advisory board to review
and approve grant applications under this act. The advisory
board shall be conprised of the follow ng:

(1) Two officials fromthe Departnent of Health,
appoi nted by the Secretary of Health.

(2) Two officials fromthe Anerican Heart Associ ation,
appoi nted by the president of that association.

(3) Acitizen who is not affiliated with the Depart nent

of Health or the Anerican Heart Associ ati on and who has
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knowl edge of AEDs, appointed by the Secretary of Health upon

recommendati on of the president of the Anerican Heart

Associ ati on.

(4) Two nenbers of the Public Health and Welfare
Committee of the Senate, one of whom shall be appointed by
t he chairman of that comm ttee and one of whom shall be
appointed by the mnority chairman of that conmttee.

(5) Two nenbers of the Health and Human Services
Committee of the House of Representatives, one of whom shal
be appoi nted by the chairman of that commttee and one of
whom shal | be appointed by the mnority chairman of that
conmi ttee.

Section 7. Good Samaritan civil inmunity.

An expected AED user who uses an AED purchased from a grant
awar ded under this act shall be entitled to civil inmnity as
provided in 42 Pa.C.S. 8 8331.2 (relating to Good Samaritan
civil immunity for use of automated external defibrillator).
Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $5, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Health
for the purpose of making grants in accordance with this act.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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