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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1678 5%

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, SEYFERT, LaGROITA, GRUCELA, ARMSTRONG
CORRI GAN, FRANKEL, GEI ST, HALUSKA, HANNA, HORSEY, Kl RKLAND,
LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, MELI O PESCI, RAMOS, RUBLEY, READSHAW
SOLOBAY, TIGUE, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,
JUNE 15, 1999
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AN ACT
Requi ri ng warning | abel s on violent novies, nusic and ganes;
conferring powers and duties on the Pennsyl vania Conmm ssion
on Crime and Delinquency; establishing a Violence Rating
Panel and a School Viol ence Fund; inposing penalties; and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Viol ent
Ent ertai nnent Warni ng Label Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency.
"Fund." The School Violence Fund established in section 5.

"Panel ." The Violence Rating Panel established in section 4.
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"Rating team" Panel nenbers who rate novies, novie
advertisenments, video ganes, arcade ganes and mnusi c under
section 6.
"Warning label.” A label or witing which is securely
attached to or made part of a novie, novie advertisenent, video
ganme, arcade ganme or item of music merchandi se and which
contains the followi ng | anguage in very large, easily readable,
capitalized print:
WARNI NG CONTAI'NS VI OLENT SCENES OR | MAGES. I T IS BEEN
DEMONSTRATED THAT VI EW NG OR LI STENI NG TO SUCH MATERI AL
CAN CAUSE OR CONTRI BUTE TO ACTUAL VI OLENCE RESULTI NG I N
DEATH OR I NJURY TO ONESELF OR OTHERS

Section 3. Conm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Inplenment section 4(e).
(2) Adm nister the fund pursuant to section 5(e).
(3) Prosecute violations under section 7.
(4) Promulgate regulations to adm ni ster sections 4,

5(c)(1) and 6.

Section 4. Panel.

(a) Establishnent.--A Violence Rating Panel is established
wi thin the comm ssion. The panel shall consist of 100
i ndi vidual s sel ected by the commi ssion as representative of the
general citizenry of this Commobnwealth in terns of age, gender,
race, religion, residence and occupati on.

(b) Term--

(1) A nenber of the panel shall serve a termof two
years. A nenber may be renoved by the comm ssion for cause.
(2) No individual may be appointed as a nenber for a

second ti ne.
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(3) |If a vacancy occurs on the panel, the repl acenent
shal | serve the remainder of the term

(c) Function.--The panel has the power and duty to rate
novi es, novie advertisenents, video ganes, arcade ganmes and
music in accordance with section 6.

(d) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the panel shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be entitled to reasonabl e and necessary
expenses incurred in discharging their functions.

(e) Support.--The comm ssion shall provide the panel with
staff, supplies, equipnment and facilities.

Section 5. Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--A School Violence Fund is hereby
established as a separate fund in the State Treasury.

(b) Source.--The followi ng shall be the sources of revenues
for the fund:

(1) Appropriations.
(2) Fines inposed for violations of section 7.

(c) Purpose.--The following are the purposes of the fund:
(1) To prevent and conbat violence in public, private

and parochi al school s.

(2) To provide financial resources for adm nistering
this act.

(d) Continuing appropriation.--The noney in the fund is
continuously appropriated to the fund. This appropriation shal
not | apse at the end of any fiscal year.

(e) Adm nistration.--The comm ssion shall adm nister the
f und.

Section 6. Ratings.
(a) Options.--A novie, novie advertisenent, video gane,

arcade ganme or nusical itemsubmtted to the panel shall be
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assigned to a rating teamof three panel nenbers for one of the
foll owi ng ratings:
(1) Contains violent content requiring a warning |abel.
(2) Does not contain violent content requiring a warning

| abel .

(b) Criteria.--In order for an itemto be rated under
subsection (a)(2), the rating team nust, applying Statew de
standards, determne that the itemcontains material which
depicts violence in a graphic manner.

(c) Procedure. --

(1) A determination of the rating team under subsection

(a)(1) is final and not subject to appeal.

(2) A person aggrieved by a determ nation by the rating

t eam under subsection (a)(2) may appeal the determ nation to

t he comm ssion. The appeal nust be made in 30 days, or the

right to appeal is waived.

(3) Wthin 60 days of the filing of an appeal under

par agraph (2), the comm ssion, after notice and hearing,

shal | :

(1) affirmthe determ nation; or
(ii) reverse the determ nation by ordering a
determ nati on under subsection (a)(1).
(4) Failure of the comm ssion to act within the tine
period specified in paragraph (3) shall be deemed reversal of

t he determ nati on.

(d) Adm nistrative agency |aw. --A determ nati on under
subsection (c)(3) is subject to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A
(relating to practice and procedure of Comobnweal t h agenci es)
and Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to judicial review of Commonweal th

agency action).
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Section 7. Prohibitions.
(a) Merchants.--A nerchant may not do any of the follow ng:
(1) Display, sell, rent or permt the use of an unrated
novi e, novie advertisenent, video gane, arcade gane or nusic
item
(2) Knowingly sell, rent or permt the use of a novie,

vi deo gane, arcade ganme or nusic which has been rated viol ent

under section 6(a)(1l) wthout a warning | abel.

(b) Sunmary of fense.--Except as set forth in subsection (c),
a person who viol ates subsection (a) commts a sunmary of fense.

(c) M sdeneanor.--A person who, after being sentenced under
subsection (b), violates subsection (a) commts a m sdenmeanor of
the third degree.

(d) Disposition of fines.--Fines inposed under this section
shall be deposited in the fund.

Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $2, 000,000 is appropriated to the Pennsylvani a
Commi ssion on Crinme and Delinquency for deposit into the fund
for the fiscal year July 1, 1999, to June 30, 2000, to carry out
the provisions of this act. This appropriation is subject to
section 5(d).

Section 9. Effective date.
This act shall take effect as follows:
(1) This section shall take effect imediately.
(2) Section 7 shall take effect on the effective date of

the initial regulations promul gated under section 3(4).

(3) The renmainder of this act shall take effect in 60

days.
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