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AN ACT

Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for extension of

benefits during active mlitary duty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7309 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 7309. Enploynent discrimnation for mlitary nmenbership or

duty.

(a) GCeneral rule.--It is unlawful for the Comronweal th or
any of its departnments, boards, conm ssions, agencies or any
political subdivision, or for any private enployer, to refuse to

hire or enploy any individual not on extended active duty

because of his nmenbership in the National Guard or any one of
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the other reserve conponents of the armed forces of the United
States, or because he is called or ordered to active State duty
or special State duty by the Governor during an energency or as
ot herwi se aut horized by |law, or because he is called or ordered
to active duty by the Federal Governnment under provisions of 10
US.C (relating to arned forces) or 32 U S.C. (relating to
Nat i onal Guard), or to discharge from enpl oynent such

i ndi vidual, or to otherw se discrimnate agai nst such individual
with respect to conpensation, hire, tenure, terns, conditions or
privil eges of enpl oynent because of such nmenbership, or because
he is called or ordered to active State duty by the Governor
during an energency or because he is called or ordered to other
mlitary duty authorized by |aw.

(b) Reenploynment follow ng energency or other mlitary
duty.--Upon the conpletion of such energency or other mlitary
duty any such nenber of the Pennsyl vania National Guard or any
ot her reserve conponent of the armed forces of the United States
shall be restored by such public or private enployer or his
successor in interest to such position or to a position of like
seniority, status and pay which such nenber held prior to such
energency or other mlitary duty, but if any such nmenber is not
qualified to performthe duties of such position by reason of
di sability sustained during such energency or other mlitary
duty but qualified to performthe duties of any other position
in the enploy of such private enployer or his successor in
i nterest, such nmenber shall be restored to such other position,
the duties of which he is qualified to perform as wll provide
himlike seniority, status and pay, or the nearest approximtion
t hereof consistent with the circunstances of the case, unless

such public or private enployer's or his successor in interests,
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ci rcunst ances have so changed as to nake it inpossible or
unreasonabl e to do so.

(c) Extension of benefits during mlitary duty.--Wenever a
menber of the Pennsylvania National Guard is called or ordered
into active Federal service or active State duty under orders
aut hori zed by | aw or a nenber of any reserve conponent is called
or ordered onto active duty, other than active duty for
training, the [public or] private enployer of the nenber shall,
at no cost to the nenber, continue health insurance and ot her
benefits in effect for at |least the first 30 days of the
mlitary duty. After the expiration of the first 30 days, the
[public or] private enployer shall give the nenber of the
Nati onal Guard or other reserve conponent the voluntary option
of continuing such health insurance and other benefits in effect
at his own expense by paying for the insurance or benefits at
the sane rates paid by the enployer, and the insurance coverage
shall continue, except for injuries incurred in the |ine of

mlitary duty. The public enployer, neaning the Commonweal th and

any political subdivision, of any enpl oyee who is a nenber of

the National Guard who is called or ordered into active duty

shall, at no cost to the nmenber, continue health i nsurance and

other benefits in effect until the nenber has returned from

active mlitary duty. |If the public enpl oyer can not leqgally

mai ntai n such coverage, it shall be responsible for the paynent

of all nedical costs not paid by other insurance coverage of

such nenber or his dependents while the nenber is on active

mlitary duty. The Commobnweal th shall rei nburse any politica

subdi vi sion or other local entity for costs incurred under this

secti on.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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