PRINTER S N0 1696

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1442 =35

I NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, BARD, BEBKO-JONES, BENN NGHOFF

CALTAG RONE, CI VERA, M COHEN, COLAFELLA, GANNON, HARHAI,
HENNESSEY, HORSEY, JAMES, LaGROITA, LAUGHLIN, S. M LLER
MYERS, O BRI EN, ORI E, READSHAW ROBERTS, SCHRCDER, STEELMAN,
TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR, THOVAS AND YOUNGBLOCD
MAY 4, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES, MAY 4, 1999

AN ACT

Requiring the Departnent of Health to pay for education prograns

relating to anorexia nervosa, bulima nervosa and bi nge-
eating di sorders.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Anorexia nervosa and bulima nervosa are enotional
di seases that evolve slowy and |lead to deterioration of the
human body.

(2) Five percent of adol escent and adult wonen and one
percent of nen have an eating disorder

(3) Fifteen percent of young wonen have substantially
di sordered eating attitudes and behavi ors.

(4) Patients in the early stages (less than six nonths)
may be successfully treated without being adnmtted to the
hospital, but patients with nore serious problens need care
in a hospital

(5) Treatnent involves nore than changi ng eating habits;
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in addition, it involves a conprehensive overview of an

i ndi vidual's enotional state through counseling and a nedi cal

deci sion as to whether or not nedicine nust be prescribed for

t he patient.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Eating
Di sorder Prevention and Treatnment Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Anorexia nervosa."” A disorder in which preoccupation with
di eting and thinness | eads to excessive weight |oss. The
i ndi vi dual may not acknow edge that weight |loss or restricted
eating is a problem

"Bulima nervosa." Involves frequent episodes of binge
eating which is always foll owed by purging and i ntense feelings
of guilt, shame and being out of control.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Health care provider."™ A physician, registered nurse,
dentist, podiatrist, psychol ogist, physical therapist, certified
regi stered nurse practitioner, physician's assistant,
chiropractor, hone health provider, hospital, rehabilitation
hospital or long-termcare provider.

"Program " The Eating Di sorder Prevention and Treat nment
Program est abl i shed by this act.

Section 3. Eating Disorder Prevention and Treatnent Program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish the
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Eating Di sorder Prevention and Treatnent Programin accordance

2 with this act.

(b) Admnistration.--In the adm nistration of the program

t he departnent shall have the follow ng duties:

(1) The departnent shall provide staff support and
departnmental resources as necessary to inplenment the program

(2) The departnent shall identify appropriate public and
nonpublic entities to assist in the inplenentation and
operation of the program

(3) The department shall collect and maintain up-to-date
scientific and other information that will increase public
awar eness and contribute to educati on prograns, including,
but not limted to, risk factors, appropriate diet and
exerci se, diagnhostic procedures, Food and Drug
Adm ni stration-approved drug therapies, rehabilitation and
safety and injury prevention measures.

(4) The department shall devel op relationships with
governental agencies, comunity and busi ness | eaders,
comunity organi zations, health care and human service
provi ders and national eating disorder organizations to
coordinate efforts and nmaxi m ze public and private resources
in the areas of prevention, education and treatnent.

(5) The departnent shall use various nethods for raising
publ i c awareness of the causes and effects of eating
di sorders, personal risk factors, prevention, early diagnosis
and treatnment, including, but not limted to:

(1) An outreach canpaign utilizing print, radio and
tel evision public service announcenents, advertisenents,
posters and other materials; distribution of information

at public events, community foruns, targeting of at-risk
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1 popul ati ons and provision of reliable information to

2 pol i cymakers.

3 (i1i) Distribution of information through county and
4 district health offices, city and county health

5 departnments, schools, enployer wellness progranms, health
6 care providers, insurers, including health maintenance

7 organi zati ons and nonprofit and conmunity organi zati ons.
8 (6) The departnent shall use nethods to educate

9 consuners of eating disorder services, including, but not

10 limted to:

11 (i) The procurenent of brochures, videotapes and

12 ot her materials.

13 (i1i) The establishnment of a Statew de capacity to

14 provide information on all aspects of eating disorders.
15 (ti1) The procurenent of educational information to
16 consuners of eating disorder-related services through the
17 use of toll-free nunber.

18 (7) The departnent shall develop and naintain a

19 repository of information provided to the depart nent
20 regardi ng the foll ow ng:
21 (1) Research prograns information and technica
22 assi stance for health care and human service providers
23 and organi zati ons.
24 (1i) Services that nay be required by eating
25 di sorder patients.
26 (tit) Information on types of services available to
27 eating disorder patients in this Commonweal t h.
28 (iv) Information received from health-care providers
29 relating to the nunber and | ocation of appropriate eating
30 di sorder support group and treatnent facilities in this
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1 Commonweal t h.

2 (v) The departnent shall provide health care and

3 heal th service providers and organi zations with

4 i nformation regarding the contents of the repository and
5 procedures to access the information nmaintained in the

6 repository.

7 (c) Technical assistance.--The departnent shall provide

8 technical assistance regarding the devel opnent of eating

9 disorders prograns and materials, including, but not limted to,
10 the extent specified in this section.
11 Section 4. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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