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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1418 =35
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326),
entitled "An act regulating the practice of veterinary
medi ci ne and i nposing penalties,” further providing for
definitions, for board duties, rights, privileges and powers,
for tenporary permts, for biennial educational requirenents,
for grounds for disciplinary proceedings, for procedure in

di sciplinary actions and for exenptions and exceptions; and

providing for records and inspection of records, for

nonliability for energency treatnment and for reporting

i nhumane treatnent of animals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3, 5, and 10 of the act of Decenber 27,
1974 (P.L.995, No.326), known as the Veterinary Medicine
Practice Act, anended May 9, 1986 (P.L.166, No.54), are anended
to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Board" nmeans the [Pennsylvania] State Board of
Vet eri nary Medi ci ne.

(2) "Hearing" nmeans any proceeding initiated before the
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board or a hearing exam ner designated by the board in which the

legal rights, duties, privileges or immunities of a specific
party or parties are determ ned.

(3) "Conplainant” nmeans the board or any other person who
initiates a proceeding.

(4) "Respondent"” neans any person agai nst whom a proceedi ng
is initiated.

(5) "Current licensee or certificate holder" nmeans the
hol der of a current license to practice veterinary nedicine or
the holder of a certificate of [animal health technician]

veterinary nursing, which license or certificate was i ssued

under this act and which has not been suspended or revoked and
has not expired.

(6) "Tenporary permt" nmeans tenporary perm ssion to
practice veterinary nedicine issued pursuant to section 10.

(7) "Veterinary college" nmeans any veterinary school,
| egal | y organi zed, whose course of study in the art and science

of veterinary nedicine shall have been [approved] in a school of

veterinary nedicine recogni zed by the board [and placed on its

publ i shed |ist of approved school s].

(8) "Licensed doctor of veterinary nedicine" means a person
qual i fied by educational training and experience in the science
and techni ques of veterinary medicine and who is currently
l'icensed by the board to practice veterinary nedicine.

[(9) "Veterinary nedicine" nmeans that branch of nedicine
whi ch deals with the diagnosis, prognosis, treatnent,
adm ni stration, prescription, operation or manipul ation or
application of any apparatus or appliance for any disease, pain,
deformty, defect, injury, wound or physical condition of any

animal or for the prevention of or the testing for the presence
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of any di sease. ]

(10) "Practice of veterinary nedicine" [includes, but is not
limted to, the practice by any person who (i) diagnoses,
prescri bes, or admnisters a drug, nedicine, biological product,
appl i ance, application, or treatnent of whatever nature, for the
prevention, cure or relief of a wound, fracture or bodily injury
or disease of animals, (ii) perforns a surgical operation,
i ncludi ng cosnetic surgery, upon any animal, (iii) perforns any
manual procedure upon an ani mal for the diagnosis or treatnent
of sterility or infertility of animals, (iv) represents hinself
as engaged in the practice of veterinary nedicine, (v) offers,
undertakes, or holds hinmself out as being able to diagnose,
treat, operate, vaccinate, or prescribe for any ani mal disease,
pain, injury, deformty, or physical condition or (vi) uses any
words, letters, or titles in such connection or under such
ci rcunstances as to induce the belief that the person using them
is engaged in the practice of veterinary nmedicine and such use
shall be prinma facie evidence of the intention to represent
hi msel f as engaged in the practice of veterinary nedicine.] by

any person or _entity neans:

(i) The diagnosis, treatnent, correction, change, relief or

preventi on of ani mal di sease, deformty, defect, injury or other

physi cal or nental condition, including the prescription or

admi ni stration of a drug, nedicine, biologic, nedical device,

application, anesthetic or other inmaging, therapeutic or

di agnostic techni que or nutritional substance or techni que on,

for, or to any aninmal including, but not limted to, acupuncture

and acupressure, dentistry, diagnostic veterinary pathol ogy,

honmeopat hic, chiropractic, and all other alternative nedici ne

treat nents and procedures, physical or nmassage therapy, surgery
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i ncludi ng cosnetic surqgery, inplanting of nmicrochips or sinilar

devi ces or any manual and nechani cal, bi ol ogical or cheni cal

procedures used for pregnancy testing or correcting sterility or

infertility.

(ii) The renoval of any enbryo froman aninmal for the

pur pose of transferring such enbryo i nto another femal e ani nal

or for the purpose of cryopreserving such enbryo, or to inpl ant

such enbryo into an aninmal, except that it shall not be

consi dered the practice of veterinary nedicine for a person or

his full-tinme enpl oyees to renpove or transfer an enbryo fromthe

person's own aninmals for the purpose of transferring or

cryopreserving the enbryo, if ownership of the animal is not

transferred or enpl oynent of the person is not changed for the

pur pose of circunventing this | aw.

(iii) The representation directly or indirectly of an

ability and willingness to performan act included in

subpar agr aph (i).

(iv) The use of any titles, words, abbreviations or letters

in a nmanner or under circunstances whi ch i nduce the belief that

the person using themis legally authorized and qualified to

perform an act included in subparagraph (i). Such use shall be

prinma faci e evidence of the intention to represent oneself as

engaged in the practice of veterinary nedicine.

[(11) "Animal health technician" neans any person who is a
graduate of a board-approved program of animal health technol ogy
and is enployed within the field of veterinary nedicine within
t he neaning of this act who, for conpensation or personal
profit, is enployed by, or under the supervision of, a
veterinarian to performsuch duties as are required in the

physi cal care of animals and in carrying out of assignnments
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directed by a |icensed veterinarian and requiring an
under st andi ng of ani mal science but not requiring the
prof essional skill and judgnent of a licensed veterinarian.]

(11.1) "Veterinary nursing" neans the science and art of

providing all aspects of professional nedical care and treat nent

for ani mal s under appropriate supervision of a |licensed

veterinarian as determ ned by board rule, with the excepti on of

di agnosi s, prognosis, surgery, and prescription of nedications.

Thi s i ncludes surgi cal nursing, induction and mai nt enance of

anest hesi a, preparati on and di spensi ng of pharmaceuti cal s,

bi ol ogi cal s and ectoparasiticides, adm nistrati on of nmedi cati on

by all routes, dental prophyl axes, perfornmance of di agnostic

i magi ng, physi cal exam nati ons, energency and critical care

nursi ng i ncludi ng catheteri zation by all routes, collection and

adm ni strati on of bl ood products, external cardi opul nobnary

resuscitati on, and perforning | aboratory procedures in

henot ol ogy, clinical cheni stry, parasitol ogy and m crobi ol ogy.

Veterinary nursing al so nmay be known in the profession as

veterinary technol ogy or aninal health technol ogy.

(12) "Reqgistered veterinary nurse" means a person who

practi ces veterinary nursing, has successfully conpl eted a post

hi gh school course of study in veterinary nursing or technol ogy

approved by the board, or the equival ent thereof as determ ned

by the board by regul ati on, has successfully conpl eted the

Veterinary Techni ci an Nati onal Exam nati on and has been |icensed

by the board. Unl ess authorized to practice veterinary nursing

under this act, a person nay not use the words or terns

"reqgi stered veterinary nurse," the abbreviation "R V.N.", the

term"veterinary nurse" or any other title, synbol,

abbrevi ation, sign, card, device or other representati on with
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the intent to represent that the person practices veterinary

nursi nqg. Regi stered veterinary nurses nmay al so be known in the

profession in this Commbnweal th as certified veterinary

t echni ci ans (VCTs) and/or aninmal health technicians (AHTS). The

use of the word regi stered veterinary nurse in this act

herei nafter shall include the titles certified veterinary

t echni ci ans (CVTs) and/or aninmal health technici ans ( AHTS).

(13) "Reqgistered veterinary nurse specialist" neans a

regi stered veterinary nurse or techni ci an who has conpl et ed

addi ti onal requirenents as approved by the board. Persons with

these credentials shall use the initials "RVNS' after their

nanes to di stingui sh them as regi stered veterinary nurse

specialists. RVYNS' s also are known in the professi on and ot her

states as veterinary technici an specialist (VTSs).

(14) "Veterinary nmedical specialist" neans a person who has

conpl eted advanced training in a specialty area and is a

di pl onat of that specialty in an organi zati on approved by the

(15) "Aninmal" neans any nanmali an ani nal, other than hunman,

and any avi an, anphi bian, fish or reptile, wild or donestic,

living or dead.

(16) "Energency" nmeans a sudden, generally unexpected

occurrence or set of circunstances affecting the health of an

ani nmal and requiring urgent nedi cal action.

(17) "Preceptor" nmeans a |licensed veterinari an who agrees to

supervi se a holder of a tenporary pernit.

(18) "Tenporary pernit" neans a docunent issued to a person

who has qualified to take the state board exanm nation, is

enrolled to take the next schedul ed exanm nati on and has been

accepted for or is enployed to practice veterinary nedi ci ne
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under the supervision of a preceptor.

(19) "General supervision" neans supervision by a

veterinarian who is readily available to conmuni cate with the

per son bei ng super Vi sed.

(20) "Cinical" neans allocating a majority of one's

vocational tine to the practice of veterinary nedi ci ne on and

for living ani nals.

(21) "Veterinarian-client-patient rel ati onshi p* neans a

rel ati onship satisfying the foll owi ng conditi ons:

(a) The veterinarian has assuned the responsibility for

maki ng veterinary nmedi cal judgnents regarding the health of the

aninmals and the need for veterinary nedical treatnent, and the

client, owner or caretaker, has agreed to follow the

instructi ons of the veterinari an.

(b)Y The veterinarian has sufficient know edge of the ani nals

toinitiate at least a general, prelimnary or tentative

di agnosis of the nedical condition of the ani nals.

(c) The veterinarian shall be acquai nted with the keepi ng

and care of the aninals by virtue of an exanm nati on of the

aninmals or nedically appropriate and tinely visits to the

premnm ses where the aninmals are kept.

(d) The veterinarian is available for consultation in cases

of adverse reactions to or failure of the regi nen of therapy.

(e) The veterinarian naintains records on ani nrals examnm ned

in accordance with requl ati ons establi shed by the board.

(22) "Mobile clinic" neans a veterinary nedi ci ne practice

that can be transported fromone | ocation to another which

provi des for the practice of veterinary nedi cine.

Section 5. Board Duties, R ghts, Privileges and Powers. - -

[ The board nay:
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(1) Adopt reasonable rules and regul ati ons governing the
practice of veterinary nmedicine as are necessary to enable it to
carry out and nake effective the purpose and intent of this
statutory | aw.

(2) Adopt rules and regul ati ons of professional conduct
appropriate to establish and nmaintain a high standard of
integrity, skills and practice in the profession of veterinary
medi ci ne.

(3) Have its rules printed, which shall be distributed to
all licensed doctors of veterinary nedicine.

(4) Administer and enforce the law and rul es and regul ati ons
regul ating the practice of veterinary nedicine.

(5) Hold at least two regul ar neetings each year at a place
and on such dates as the board may select for the purpose of
conducting exam nations of applicants for license to practice
veterinary nedici ne.

(6) Approve the qualifications of applicants for a |license
to practice veterinary nedicine.

(7) Prescribe the subject, character, manner, tine and pl ace
of hol ding exami nations and the filing of applications for
exam nations and to conduct exam nations.

(8) Issue tenporary permts to duly qualified applicants
whi ch shall be signed by the chairman and attested by the
secretary under its adopted seal.

(9) Provide for, regulate and require all persons |icensed
in accordance with the provisions of this act to register their
license biennially, to require as a condition precedent to such
bi enni al registration the paynent of the biennial registration
fee as provided herein, to issue biennial registration

certificates to such persons and to suspend or revoke the
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regi stration of such persons who fail, refuse or neglect to
regi ster sane or pay such fees.

(10) Conduct investigations and hearings upon conpl aints
calling for discipline of a |licensee.

(11) Have issued sunmons and subpoenas for any w tnesses or
subpoenas duces tecumin connection with any matter within the
jurisdiction of the board.

(12) Adopt such forns as it nmay deem necessary.

(13) Submt annually to the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees, fifteen days after the Governor has submtted his
budget to the General Assenbly, a copy of the budget request for
t he upcom ng fiscal year which the board previously submtted to
t he Departnent of State.

(14) Submt annually a report, to the Professional Licensure
Committee of the House of Representatives and to the Consuner
Protection and Professional Licensure Conmttee of the Senate,
containing a description of the types of conplaints received,
status of cases, board action which has been taken and the
length of time fromthe initial conplaint to final board
resol ution.]

(a) The board shall have the power to:

(1) Exanine, deternm ne and approve the qualifications and

fitness of applicants for a |license to practice veterinary

medi cine in this Commonweal th.

(2) |Issue, renew, deny, suspend or revoke |licenses and

limted veterinary licenses, and tenporary and linmted tenporary

pernmits to practice veterinary nedicine in this Commonweal th or

ot herwi se discipline |licensed veterinari ans and persons engaged

in the unlawful practice of veterinary nedi cine consistent with

the provisions of this act and the rul es and requl ati ons adopt ed
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t her eunder .

(3) Prescribe the subject, character, nmanner, tinme and pl ace

of exanmi nations and the filing of applications for exanm nati ons

of applicants for |licenses to practice veterinary nedi ci ne or

certifications as reqi stered veterinary nurses or reqi stered

nurse specialists.

(4) Hold at |east two requl ar neeti ngs each year at a pl ace

and on such dates as the board may sel ect.

(5) Provide for, requlate and require all persons |licensed

in accordance with the provisions of this act to register their

li censes biennially, to require as a conditi on precedent to such

bi ennial registration the paynent of the biennial registration

fee as deternm ned by the board by requl ation, to i ssue bienni al

regi stration certificates to such persons and to suspend,

revoke, fine or discipline the regi strati on of such persons who

fail, refuse or neglect to regi ster or pay the fees.

(6) WNake or order inspections of all veterinary

establi shnents in accordance with standards establi shed by board

requl ati on for the purpose of inproving the quality of

veterinary facilities in this Conmonwealth and to enabl e the

board to take appropriate disciplinary actions.

(7) Reqister and i nspect any veterinary establishment by the

board's authori zed representatives, who shall be |icensed

veterinarians, regi stered veterinary nurses or reqistered

veterinary nurse specialists. Such inspections shall be reported

to the board in a format prescri bed by the board and shall be

made for the purpose of inproving the quality of veterinary

services rendered by |licensees and to allow for disciplinary

actions in all cases of violations by a |licensed veterinarian or

a facility regi strati on hol der where conpliance with the

19990H1418B1672 - 10 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

provisions of this act is not obtained within the tine allotted

by the board.

(8) Investigate conpl aints through the Law Enf or cenent

Di vi sion of the Bureau of Professional and Cccupational Affairs

for the purpose of ascertaining violations of the board or

requl ati ons of the board and appoint individuals and conmmi ttees

to assist in the investigations.

(9) Issue or renew facility reqgistrations for those

facilities that possess or are seeking facility reqgi strati ons

under this act or revoke facility registrations that fail to

meet the standards establi shed by board reqgul ati on.

(10) Have the authority to i ssue subpoenas, upon application

of an attorney responsible for representi ng the Commonweal th in

disciplinary matters before the board, for the purpose of

i nvestigating all eged viol ati ons of the disciplinary provisi ons

adm ni stered by the board. The board al so shall have the power

t o subpoena w tnesses, adm ni ster oaths, to exani ne w tnesses,

and to take such testi nbny and/ or conpel the producti on of such

books, records, papers and docunents as it nay deem necessary or

proper in and pertinent to, any proceedi ng, investigati on or

hearing held or had by it. Patient records may not be subpoenaed

wi t hout consent of the client or without order of a court of

conpetent jurisdiction on a showing that the records are

reasonably necessary for the conduct of the investigati on. The

court may inpose such limtations on the scope of the subpoenas

as are necessary to prevent unnecessary intrusion into the

veterinarian-client-patient confidential information. The board

is authorized to apply to the Commonweal th Court to enforce its

(11) Adopt, anend or repeal rules and/or requl ati ons whi ch
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establi sh m ni mum standards of practice for veterinarians

li censed and practicing in this Commonweal th and m ni num

standards for veterinary establishnents and publish and

distribute to all licensees and certificate hol ders, copi es of

all rules and requl ati ons pronul gated and adopted or anended by

t he boar d.

(12) Establish by requlation a schedul e of fees for

li censing veterinarians, registering veterinary facilities,

certification of reqistered veterinary nurses or registered

veterinary nurse specialists and other services.

(13) Adopt such forns as it may deem necessary.

(14) Appoint fromits own nenbership one or nore nenbers to

act as representatives of the board at any national, state or

regi onal neeting pertaining to the practice of veterinary

medi ci ne where representation is deened desirable by the board,

and recei ve rei nbursenent for expenses as approved by the board.

Menbers shall be reinbursed for their regi strati on, travel,

| odgi ng and ot her necessary expenses to attend such neeti ngs as

al |l owed by the Commonweal t h.

(15) Adopt, anend or repeal rules and requl ations for the

training, certification and linmts of activity of reqi stered

veterinary nurses, and reqi stered veterinary nurse specialists

who are enpl oyed under the direction of and direct or indirect

supervision of a licensed veterinari an.

(16) Adopt or anmend such rul es and requl ati ons, not

i nconsi stent with | aw, defining and governing the practi ce of

veterinary nedicine as are necessary to carry out the purposes

and intent of this act and enforce the provisions thereof.

(17) Repeal such rules and requl ations as i s necessary to

carry out the purposes of this act.
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(18) Establish, by rules and regul ati ons, any conm ttee

necessary to i npl ement any provision of this act, including a

conti nui ng educati on or conplaint review conmttee. Such

comm ttees may be forned in conjuncti on with professi onal

veterinary associations in this Commonweal th. Menbers of

commi tt ees appoi nted by the board shall receive the sane

privileges and i munities and be charged with the sane

responsibilities of activity as established for board nenbers.

(19) Authorize and direct its agents to refer conplaints

over which the board | acks jurisdiction to a duly forned peer

review conm ttee of a duly appoi nted professional associ ati on.

(20) Contract only with |licensed veterinari ans or regi stered

veterinary nurses or regi stered veterinary nurse specialists to

performinspections or re-inspections of facilities or accept

i nspecti on systens provided by other organi zati ons as required

under this act.

(21) Submt annually to the Appropriations Conmttee of the

Senate and the Appropriations Conmttee of the House of

Representatives, fifteen days after the Governor has subnitted

his budget to the General Assenbly, a copy of the budget reqguest

for the upcom ng fiscal year which the board previously

submtted to the Departnent of State.

(22) Subnmit annually a report to the Consuner Protecti on and

Pr of essi onal Licensure Conmittee of the Senate and the

Pr of essi onal Licensure Conmttee of the House of

Representati ves, contai ning a description of the types of

conpl aints recei ved, status of cases, board acti on whi ch has

been taken, and the length of tine frominitial conplaint to

final board resol ution

(23) The powers of the board are granted to enable the board
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to effectively supervise the practice of veterinary nedi ci ne and

are to be construed liberally in order to acconplish such

obj ecti ves.

Section 10. [Applicants for Tenporary Permts; Condition;
Fee.--The board may issue, w thout exam nation, a tenporary
permt to practice veterinary nmedicine to an applicant for
adm ssion to the exam nation provided such applicant neets al
conditions and requirenments relating to the qualification of
applicants for a license to practice veterinary medicine and
provi ded further any person applying for a tenporary perm:t
shal | associate hinself or herself with a |licensed doctor of
veterinary nedicine and his or her work shall be limted to the
practice of the |icensed doctor of veterinary medicine and he or
she shall not participate in any practice or operation of a
branch office, clinic, or allied establishnent. The permt, when
granted, shall bear the name and address of a |licensed doctor of
veterinary nedicine. The applicant nust present hinself or
herself for exam nation at the next schedul ed exam nation of the
board. There shall be a fee as established by regulation of the
board. A portion of the fee shall be applied towards the
exam nation fee, but shall be forfeited if the applicant fails
to present hinmself or herself at the next schedul ed exam nati on,
and the permt shall term nate and the applicant is disqualified
to practice veterinary nedicine. No nore than one tenporary
permt may be issued to any one applicant. Such tenporary permt
shall expire on the day foll ow ng the announcenent of the grades
of the first exam nation given after such tenporary permt is
i ssued. No tenporary permt shall be issued to any applicant if
he or she has previously failed the exam nation.] Tenporary

Permts.--(a) The board nmay i ssue, wi thout exani nati on,
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tenporary pernits to practice veterinary nedicine to applicants

for initial |icensure who:

(1) qualify for licensure under section 9 and the

requl ati ons of the board;

(2) are enrolled to take the next schedul ed exam nati on of

(3) provide witten confirnmati on of bei ng accepted for

enpl oynent and proper supervision by |licensed veterinary

preceptors;

(4) conplete application forns and pay required fees as

establi shed by the board by requl ati on; and

(5) if licensed in other states, provide proof of |licenses

in good standing with those respecti ve states.

(b)Y Applicants who have twice failed the Nati onal Board

Exam nation, the Cinical Conpetency Test, the Pennsyl vani a

Veterinary Legal Practice Exanm nati on or any other exani nation

the board requires shall not be eligible for tenporary permts

and shall on the day foll owi ng the announcenent of the qrades of

such exanm(s) immediately return their tenporary pernits and

cease practicing veterinary nedici ne.

(c) Preceptors shall be responsible for all veterinary

activities of the tenporary permt holders and shall be readily

accessible to the tenporary permt holder as determ ned by board

rule. Preceptors shall del egate only those tasks to tenporary

pernmit holders that are conmensurate with the permt hol der's

denonstrated abilities.

(d) Applicants who desire tenporary pernits and who seek

enpl oynent concurrently at nore than one practice shall satisfy

the preceptor requirenents for each practice and pay a separate

fee per establishnent as established by the board. Any change in
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enpl oynent which results in a change in preceptor shall be

reported to the board by the filing of a new applicati on and

subm ssion of a new f ee.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 16.1. Alternative Methods of Licensure.--(a) The

board nmay grant a license to an individual who:

(1) holds a current license in good standi ng i n anot her

state, United States territory or province of Canada or who is a

graduate of a veterinary school outside the United States and

Canada and who possesses a certificate of board certification in

a clinical specialty froman organi zati on approved by the

Anerican Board of Veterinary Specialists;

(2) has passed the Nati onal Board Exami nati on (NBE) and the

Clinical Conpetency Test (CCT) as prepared under the authority

of the National Board Exanm nation Committee for Veterinary

Medi cine (NBEC) (or its predecessor organi zati on the Nati onal

Board of Veterinary Medi cal Exam ners), or any subseqguent

nati onal |icensing exam nati on prepared under the authority of

the NBEC or the Aneri can Associ ation of Veterinary State Boards

(AAVSB), or an equi val ent exanm nation(s) as established by the

board, unless at the tine the applicant becane |licensed in the

state, province, or United States territory fromwhich he or she

is applying, the NBE and/or CCT or subsequent exam nati ons

prepared under the authority of the NBEC was/were not required

by this State (in which case the applicant need only have passed

what ever national |icensing exani nati ons were required of entry

level licensees in this State at that tine); and

(3) has actively practiced clinical veterinary nedicine for

three thousand hours during the three years precedi ng

appli cati on.
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The board may grant a license to an i ndividual as a veterinari an

upon the satisfactory conpl eti on and acceptance of an

applicati on and paynent of appropriate |licensure fees, provided,

however, that prior to i ssuing such |license, the board shal

requi re sati sfactory conpl eti on of the Pennsyl vani a Veterinary

Legal Practice Exam nati on.

(b) Applicants under this section who are not graduates of

school s of veterinary nedi ci ne accredited by the Aneri can

Veterinary Medi cal Associ ati on (AVMA), other than those

descri bed in subsection (a), nmust possess a certificate i ssued

by the Educati onal Conmi ssion for Foreign Veterinary G aduates

(ECFVG or a Certificate of Qualification i ssued by the Canadi an

Veterinary Medi cal Associ ation unless at the tine such

applicants becanme licensed in the state, province or United

States territory fromwhich they are appl yving, neither an ECFVG

certificate nor a Canadian Certificate of Qualificati on were

required by this State at that tine.

(c) An applicant who does not neet the "Good Standi ng"

definition as adopted by board requl ati ons may apply for

li censure under this section but nust prove to the sati sfaction

of the board that he is qualified for licensure in this State.

In approving |licensure applications under this section, the

board shall have the options of granting linmted |icenses,

placing limts on applicants' |icenses, and/or establishing

condi ti ons of probation prior to the i ssuance of a |license.

(d) When a veterinarian seeks to obtain |icensure by other

met hods under this act all owi ng subm ssion of test scores only,

without fulfilling the requirenent established in subsecti on

(a)(3), the NBE, CCT or equival ent exam nati ons of such

applicants established i n subsection (a) will be accepted for a

19990H1418B1672 - 17 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

maxi num of three years after the applicant has recorded and

subm tted sati sfactory scores.

(e) |In approving license applications under this section,

the board shall have the options of placing linmits on

applicant's |licenses and/or establishing conditions of probation

prior to the i ssuance of a |license.

Section 3. Sections 18, 21 and 25 of the act, anmended May 9,
1986 (P.L.166, No.54), are anended to read:

Section 18. Biennial Educational Requirenents.--Each |icense
hol der under this act shall be required to attend [eight clock

hours] or conplete the m ni num nunber of hours of educati onal

prograns established by board regulation in the twenty-four

nont hs precedi ng each renewal date. Certification of such
attendance shall be in accordance with regul ati ons of the board.
Al'l such educational prograns shall [be first approved by the

board and shall neet] satisfy the standards [to be promul gated

by the board] approved by the board to ensure that the prograns

[meet] fulfill the educational and professional requirenents of

the [profession and are designed to keep the nenbers of the
prof essi on abreast with current |earning and schol arship.] board

as determ ned by requl ation. Courses in veterinary | aw, ethics,

practi ce nanagenent, ani nal abuse and/or welfare or active

service on a veterinary associ ati on peer review conmi ttee shal

be acceptable fornms of continui ng educati on but shall not

conpri se greater than one fourth of the profession's nandated

continuing education. No credit shall be given for any course in

of fi ce managenent or practice building.
Section 21. Gounds for Disciplinary Proceedings.--The board
shal |l suspend or revoke any |icense or otherw se discipline an

applicant or licensee who is found guilty by the board or by a
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court of one or nore of the follow ng:

(1) WIful or repeated violations of any provisions of this
act or any of the rules and regul ati ons of the board.

(2) Fraud or deceit in [the] procuring or attenpting to
procure a license to practice veterinary medicine or presenting
to the board di shonest or fraudul ent evidence of qualifications.
Fraud or deception in the process of exam nation for the purpose
of securing a |icense.

(3) The wilful failure to display a |license, tenporary

permit or facility registration.

(4) Fraud, deception, msrepresentation, dishonest or
illegal practices in or connected with the practice of
veterinary nedici ne.

(5) WIfully making any m srepresentation in the inspection
of food for human consunpti on.

(6) Fraudulently issuing or using any health certificate,

i nspection certificate, vaccination certificate, test chart or
ot her blank fornms used in the practice of veterinary nmedicine to
prevent the dissem nation of animal disease. Transportation of

di seased animals or the sale of inedible products of ani nal
origin for human consunpti on.

(7) Fraud or dishonesty in applying, treating or reporting
on any di agnostic or other biological test.

(8) Failure to keep the equi pnent and prem ses of the
busi ness establishnent in a clean and sanitary condition.

(9) Refusing to permt the board, or duly authorized
representatives of the board, to inspect the business prem ses
of the licensee during regular business hours.

(10) GCirculating untrue, fraudulent, m sleading or deceptive

adverti sing.
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(11) [Inconpetence, gross negligence or other mal practice,
or the departure from or failure to conformto, the standards

of acceptable and prevailing veterinary nedical practice, in

whi ch case actual] Engaging in practices or conduct which

constitute professional inconpetence, nal practice or negligence

by failing to practice veterinary nmedicine with the | evel of

care, skill, diligence and treatnent which is recogni zed as the

standard of acceptable and prevailing veterinary nedi cal

practice. Actual injury need not be established.

(12) Engaging in practices in connection with the practice
of veterinary nedicine which are in violation of the standards
of professional conduct as defined herein or prescribed by the
rul es of the board.

(13) Revocation or suspension by another state of a |icense
to practice veterinary nedicine in that state on grounds simlar
to those which in this State allow disciplinary proceedings, in
whi ch case the record of such revocation or suspension shall be
concl usi ve evi dence.

(14) Conviction of a violation of "The Controll ed Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act” in which case a record of
convi ction shall be conclusive evidence.

(15) Conviction of a felony in the courts of this State or
any other state, territory or country which, if commtted in
this State, would be deened a felony and suspensi on or
revocation of the license is in the best interest of the public
health and the general safety and wel fare of the public.

A record of conviction in a court of conpetent jurisdiction
shall be sufficient evidence for disciplinary action to be taken
as may be deemed proper by the board.

(16) Permtting or allow ng another to use his or her
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license for the purpose of treating or offering to treat sick,
injured or afflicted ani mals.

(17) Engaging in the practice of veterinary nedicine under a
fal se or assumed nane or the inpersonation of another
practitioner of a like, simlar or different nane.

(18) Maintaining a professional or business connection with
any ot her person who continues to violate any of the provisions
of this act or rules of the board after ten days' notice in
witing by the board.

(19) Addiction to the habitual use of intoxicating |iquors,

narcotics or [stimulants] other chem cal substances to such an

extent as to incapacitate himor her fromthe performance of his
or her professional obligations and duties.

[ (20) Professional inconpetence.]

(21) The wilful making of any fal se statenent as to nateri al
matter in any oath or affidavit which is required by this act.

(22) Knowi ngly maintaining a professional connection or
association with any person who is in violation of this act or
regul ati on of the board or know ngly aiding, assisting,
securing, advising, or having in the |licensee's enpl oynent any
unlicensed person to practice veterinary medicine contrary to
this act or regulations of the board.

(23) A conviction of cruelty to ani nals.

(24) Prescribing for, adninistering to or di spensi ng any

drug or substance to any aninal for the purpose of unlawfully

i nfl uencing the outcone of a conpetitive event.

(25) Failing to furnish a copy or sunmary of a patient's

medi cal records or failing to provide a patient's radi ographs to

another treating veterinarian, hospital or clinic upon the

witten request of an owner or owner's agent, or failing to
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provi de the owner or owner's agent with a sunmary of the nedi cal

records within a reasonabl e period of tine and upon proper

request or waiver by the owner or owner's agent, or failing to

conply with any other |aw or requl ation relating to nedi cal

records.

(26) Failing to maintain required veterinary nedical,

surgi cal and/or di agnostic procedure | ogs and/or records.

Section 25. Procedure in Disciplinary Actions.--(a)
Di sciplinary actions of the board shall be taken subject to the
right of notice, hearing and adjudication and the right of
appeal therefromin accordance with Title 2 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes (relating to adm nistrative |aw and
procedure).

(b) [The board] A license or facility registration shall be

tenporarily [suspend a |icense] suspended under circunstances as

determ ned by a hearing exan ner appointed by the board to be an

i mredi ate and cl ear danger to the public health or safety. The
board shall issue an order to that effect without a hearing, but

upon due notice to the responsible Iicensee [concerned] or

facility registrati on holder at his or her |ast known address,

whi ch shall include a witten statenent of all allegations

agai nst the licensee or facility registration holder. The

provi si ons of subsection (a) shall not apply to tenporary
suspensi on. The board shall thereupon commence formal action to

suspend, revoke or restrict the license or facility reqgistration

of the person concerned as otherw se provided for in this act.
Al'l actions shall be taken pronptly and wi thout delay. Wthin
thirty days followi ng the issuance of an order tenporarily

suspending a license or facility registration, the board shal

conduct, or cause to be conducted, a prelimnary hearing to
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determne that there is a prima facie case supporting the

suspensi on. The licensee or facility registration whose |icense

or facility reqgistration has been tenporarily suspended may be

present at the prelimnary hearing and may be represented by
counsel, cross-exan ne w tnesses, inspect physical evidence,
call witnesses, offer evidence and testinony and nake a record
of the proceedings. If it is determned that there is not a

prima facie case, the suspended license or facility registration

shall be inmediately restored. The tenporary suspensi on shal
remain in effect until vacated by the board, but in no event
| onger than one hundred ei ghty days.

(c) A license issued under this act shall automatically be
suspended upon the legal commtnment of a |icensee to an
institution because of nental inconpetency from any cause upon
filing wwth the board a certified copy of such comm tnent;
conviction of a felony under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L. 233,
No. 64), known as "The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and
Cosnetic Act"; or conviction of an offense under the | aws of
anot her jurisdiction, which, if conmtted in Pennsylvania, would
be a felony under "The Control |l ed Substance, Drug, Device and
Cosnetic Act." As used in this subsection the term "conviction”
shall include a judgnent, an adm ssion of guilt or a plea of
nol o contendere. Automatic suspension under this section shal
not be stayed pendi ng any appeal of a conviction. Restoration of
such license shall be made as provided in this act for
revocation or suspension of such |icense.

(d) The board shall require a person whose |icense or

directs. Failure to do so shall be a nm sdeneanor of the third
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degr ee.
Section 4. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 27.1. Records; |nspection of Records.--(a) A

veterinarian subject to the provisions of this section shall, as

requi red by requl ati on of the board, keep or cause to be kept a

witten record of all aninmals or groups of aninals, as the case

may be, receiving veterinary services, and provide a sunmary or

copy of that record to the owner of the ani nal s when request ed.

The m ni num anount of informati on which shall be included in

witten or electronically nmai ntai ned records and sunmari es and

the m ni mum duration of time for which a regi stered facility

shall retain the records or a conplete copy of the records shal

be establi shed by the board.

(b)Y (1) Copies of all records required to be kept by a

veterinarian under this section, including, but not limted to,

records pertaining to diagnosis and treatnent of animals and

records pertaining to drugs or devices for use on animals, shal

be provided to the board i nmedi ately upon request. The records

al so shall be open to i nspection by the board or its authorized

representatives during an i nspection as part of a requl ar

i nspecti on program by the board or during an investigati on

initiated in response to a conplaint that a |li censee has

violated any | aw or regul ati on that constitutes grounds for

di sciplinary acti on by the board.

(2) Equi pnent and drugs on the prem ses or any ot her pl ace

where veterinary nedicine, dentistry or surgery i s being

practiced, or otherwise in the possession of a veterinarian for

pur poses of the practice, shall be open to i nspection by the

board or its authorized representatives during an inspecti on as

part of a reqular facility i nspection program by the board or
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during an investigation initiated in response to a conpl ai nt

that a |licensee has violated any | aw or regul ati on whi ch

constitutes grounds for disciplinary acti on by the board.

Secti on 27. 2. Regi strati on and | nspection of Facilities or

Est abl i shnents.--(a) Any fixed or nobile veterinary facility,

clinic or establishnent fromwhich veterinary nedicine is

practi ced shall be reqgistered with the board. Upon application

and paynent of the registration fee as establi shed by the board,

the board may cause such facility to be inspected by an

aut hori zed agent of the board in accordance with subsection (c).

The registration shall be issued if the facility neets n ni num

st andar ds establi shed by the board.

(b) The board may, after notice and heari ng as provi ded

under section 25, revoke or suspend a facility regi strati on, or

t ake appropriate disciplinary action.

(c) Facility inspections shall be perforned by a |licensed

veterinarian, regi stered veterinary nurse or reqi stered

veterinary nurse specialist appoi nted and approved by the board.

Section 5. Section 32 of the act, anended May 9, 1986
(P.L.166, No.54), is anended to read:
Section 32. Exenptions and Exceptions.--[This act shall not

apply to] Veterinary |licenses shall not be required in the

foll ow ng situati ons:

(1) [Students] For students who have conpleted at | east two

years of education in schools or colleges of veterinary mnedicine

[and prograns of aninmal health technol ogy approved by the board

pursuant to section 8] accredited by the Anerican Veterinary

Medi cal Associ ation, who are participating in di agnosi s,

treatnent and surgery as part of their educati onal experience

while at the institution or who, in the performance of duties or

19990H1418B1672 - 25 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

actions [assigned by their instructors or when] are working
under the inmedi ate supervision of a |licensee.

(2) [Any lawfully qualified doctor of veterinary nedicine
residing in sonme other state or country when neeting in
consultation with a Iicensed doctor of veterinary nedicine of

this State.] For licensed veterinarians in good standing with

their respective states who are called from ot her states,

provi nces of Canada or United States territories to consult with

li censees of this State but who:

(i) do not open an office or appoint a place to do busi ness

within this State;

(ii) do not print or use |etterhead or busi ness cards

reflecting i n-State addresses;

(iii) do not establish answering services or advertise the

exi stence of practice's address within this State;

(iv) do not practice veterinary nedi cine as consul tants

rendering services directly to the public without the direction

of licensees of this Commonwealth nore than two days per

cal endar year: and/or

(v) are providing services for organi zati ons conducti ng

public events lasting |l ess than ten days that utilize aninals in

need of veterinary exanm nations, treatnents and/or oversight to

pronote the safety and health of the public, the event and/or

the ani nal partici pants.

Except as set forth in this section, licensed veterinarians from

other states who practice veterinary nedi cine on ani nal s

bel onging to residents of this Commonweal th by conmuni cati ng

directly with such owners, i.e., independent of the attending

veterinary |licensee, are not exenpted fromthis Commpbnwealth's

i censing requirenments.
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(3) Any doctor of veterinary nedicine in the enploy of the

United States Governnment, the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a or an

Anerican Veterinary Medi cal Associ ati on accredi ted School of

Veterinary Medicine while actually engaged in the performance of

his or her official duties in connection with that institution:

Provi ded, however, That this exenption shall not apply to such
per son when he or she is not engaged in carrying out his or her
official duties or is not working at the installations for which
his or her services were engaged.

(4) Any person or his or her regular enploye while
practicing veterinary nedicine on his or her own animals. This
exenption shall not apply in the case of a tenporary transfer of
ownership of an animal to a person not |icensed in accordance
with this act if the purpose of the transfer is the rendering of
veterinary treatnment or care by such unlicensed person

(5) Accredited schools, institutions, foundations, business
corporations or associations, physicians |licensed to practice
medi ci ne and surgery in all its branches, graduate doctors of
veterinary nedi cine or persons under the direct supervision

thereof, while engaged in pursuit of an advanced deqgree,

i nternship, residency or board certification, which or who

conduct experinents, and scientific research on aninmals in the
devel opnent of pharmaceuticals, biologicals, seruns, or nethods
of treatnment or techniques for the diagnosis or treatnent of
human ai |l nents or when engaged in the study and devel opnent of
nmet hods and techniques directly or indirectly applicable to the
probl enms and practice of veterinary nedicine.

(6) [Any nurse, laboratory technician or other enploye of a
I i censed doctor of veterinary mnedici ne when adm ni stering

nmedi cation or rendering auxiliary or supporting assistance under
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t he responsi bl e supervi sion of such Iicensed practitioner,

provi ded that this exenption shall not apply to the performnce
of duties by any enpl oye other than a nurse or |aboratory
technician if those duties require an understandi ng of ani nmal
science and provided further that this exenption shall not apply
to any graduate of a board-approved school or coll ege of

veterinary nedicine or to any graduate of a board-approved

program of animal health technology.] Any registered veterinary

nurse, registered veterinary nurse specialist, or health care

practitioner as defined in section 3 of the act of July 10, 1990

(P.L.352, No.81), known as the "Health Care Practitioners

Medi care Fee Control Act," who adm nisters or di spenses any

druqg, nedicine, appliance, application or treatnent, or renders

assi stance under the directi on and appropri ate | evel of

supervision of a licensed veterinarian as detern ned by the

(7) Any person perform ng normal husbandry practices on
bovi ne, porcine, caprine, ovine or equine animals or avis. A

farrier or a person actively engaged in the art or profession of

hor seshoeing as long as his actions are linited to the art of

hor seshoei ng onlvy.

(8) The care, repair and rehabilitation of wildlife species

by wildlife rehabilitators under the general supervision of a

|i censed veterinarian.

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 34. Privil eged Conmuni cati on. --Veteri nari ans shal

not di sclose any infornmati on concerni ng the veterinarian's care

of an ani nal except:

(1) on witten authorization or other waiver by the aninmal's

owner or the veterinarian's client;
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(2) when the owner is unavailable, the information i s

essential to the health of the aninmal or other aninals exposed

or likely to be exposed to the aninmal, and the information i s

bei ng supplied to a veterinary coll eague renderi ng nedi cal care

to the ani nal

(3) upon denmand by the board or on appropriate court order

or subpoena. Veterinarians releasing informati on under witten

aut hori zation, or other waiver by the client, or court order of

subpoena are not liable to the client or any other person. The

privilege provided under this section is waived to the extent

that the veterinarian's client or the owner of the ani nal pl aces

the care and treatnent or the nature and extent of injuries to

the animal at issue in any civil or crimnal proceedi ng. Wen

cruelty to animals or conmmuni cabl e di sease | aws or | aws

providing for public health and safety are i nvol ved, the

privilege provided by this section also i s waived;

(4) for nedical comuni cati ons attendant to referrals of

pati ents between veterinari ans; or

(5) for the docunmentati on and reporti ng of events associ at ed

with the use of nedications in aninals.

Section 7. This act shall take effect imediately.
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