PRINTER S NO. 1462

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1272 %%

| NTRODUCED BY STETLER, STURLA, DeLUCA, MASLAND, M COHEN
DAI LEY, KI RKLAND, LEDERER, PRESTON, J. TAYLOR AND WALKO
APRI L 14, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRI L 14, 1999

AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for inpoundnment of vehicles
for prostitution-rel ated of fenses.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5902 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
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Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:

8 § 5902. Prostitution and rel ated of f enses.
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10 (e.2) Inpoundnent for unlawful use of vehicle.--

11 (1) Any notor vehicle or other vehicle or conveyance or
12 conbi nation which is used in the violation of subsection (e)
13 shal |l be ordered to be inpounded by the police officer who
14 di scovered the unlawful use of the vehicle or conbination.
15 The police officer may render the vehicle or conbination

16 tenporarily inoperable until the officer can notify the

17 appropriate i npounding agent to tow and store the vehicle.

18 (2) The officer ordering i npoundnent shall provide
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notice to the person arrested of the nane, address and

t el ephone nunber and hours of operation of the inpoundi ng

agent that will hold the vehicle or conbination and that the

vehicle or conbination will be held for at | east 24 hours.

(3) The inpoundi ng agent notified shall tow and store

the vehicle or conbination. |If the owner does not claimthe

vehicl e or conbination within 24 hours, the agent shal

provi de notice by the npst expeditious neans and by first

class mail, proof of service, of the tow ng, Storage and

| ocati on of the vehicle or conbination to any owner whose

nane or address is known or can be ascertai ned by

i nvestigati on or any |ienhol der whose nane and address can be

ascertai ned by investigation. Notice of the inpoundnent nust

be mailed, certified, return recei pt requested, to the owner

of the vehicle if the owner is not the person arrested.

(4) The owner of any vehicle or conbi nati on nmay recover

t he vehicl e by:

(i) Furnishing proof of valid regi strati on and

financial responsibility.

(ii) Paying all costs as provided for by | ocal

ordi nance associ ated with the i npoundnent, tow ng and

storage of the vehicle or maki ng arrangenents with the

appropriate authority to pay all costs by install nents.

(5) Any vehicle not recovered under this subsecti on nmay

be sold by the nunici pal corporation in authority as an

uncl ai ned vehicle or load under 75 Pa.C.S. § 6310 (rel ating

to di sposition of inpounded vehicles and | oads). The proceeds

of the sale shall first be applied to the paynent of the

costs associated with the i npoundnent, tow ng and storage of

the vehicle with any renmni nder going to the municipality's
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1 general fund.

2 (6) The nunicipal corporation in authority shall approve
3 an_ordinance electing to apply the provisions of this

4 subsection and establish the inpoundnent, tow ng and storage
5 costs. The towi ng and storage costs shall be reasonable. The
6 i npoundnent cost shall not exceed $1,000 and shall be held by
7 the municipality until the determ nation of the person's

8 i nnocence or quilt. If the person is found innocent, the

9 nuni ci pality shall return the inpoundnent cost. |If the person
10 is convicted or enters a plea of guilt or nolo contendere,

11 the nmunicipality shall transfer the inpoundnent cost to its
12 general fund. The tow ng, storage and inpounding costs shal
13 be in addition to any penalty inposed upon conviction under
14 subsection (e).
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16 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

C8L18JRW 19990H1272B1462 - 3 -



