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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1032 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, DAI LEY, EACHUS, GORDNER, HARHAI, READSHAW
WOINARCSKI , PESCI, Tl GUE, GRUCELA, SATHER, STABACK, M COZZIE,
PLATTS, BUNT, MANDERI NO, Ml LHATTAN, SAI NATO, MYERS
TANGRETTI, CAWEY, M CHLOVIC, LAUGHLIN, GODSHALL, BELFANTI,
MELI O, STERN, SCRI MENTI, SEYFERT, M COHEN, YOUNGBLOCD
HENNESSEY, HERVAN, MAHER, E. Z. TAYLOR, BROME, EVANS
CAPPABI ANCA, FREEMAN, TRELLO, THOVAS, DeLUCA AND Ml LH NNEY,
MARCH 23, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 23, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for the
adm ni stration of assistance; and abrogating a regul ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 403 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, amended May 16, 1996
(P.L.175, No.35), is anended to read:

Section 403. Uniformty in Adm nistration of Assistance;
Regul ations as to Assistance.--(a) The departnent is
responsi ble for maintaining uniformty in the admnistration of
public welfare, including general assistance, throughout the

Commpnweal t h.

(b) The department shall establish rules, regulations and
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standards, consistent with the law, as to eligibility for
assistance and as to its nature and extent. The departnent is
aut hori zed to seek waivers fromthe Federal Governnent to
enhance consi stency between Federal program standards,

requi renents or procedures. This shall not be interpreted to
require the departnent to seek waivers to achi eve consi stency
anong standards, requirenments or procedures in Federal prograns,
except as specifically required under other provisions in this
article. Wienever possible, except for residency requirenents
for general assistance, and consistent with State |aw, the
departnment shall establish rules, regulations and standards for
general assistance consistent with those established for aid to
famlies with dependent children. In no instance shall the

rul es, regul ati ons and standards established for general

assi stance provide for assistance greater than that provided for
aid to famlies with dependent children. If three or nore
general assistance recipients reside together in the sane
househol d, their inconme eligibility and cash assi stance shall be
no greater than incone eligibility and cash assistance from aid
to famlies with dependent children for a household of the sane

size. Reqgul ati ons under this subsection shall provide for a

per sonal needs al |l owance deducti on of fifty dollars ($50) from

the gross i ncone of an individual eligible for nedical

assi stance. The secretary or a witten designee is the only

person aut horized to adopt regul ations, orders, or standards of
general application to inplenment, interpret, or make specific
the | aw admi ni stered by the departnent. The secretary shal

i ssue interimregul ati ons whenever changes in Federal |aws and
regul ati ons supersede existing statutes. |In adopting

regul ati ons, orders, or standards of general application, the
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secretary shall strive for clarity of |anguage which may be
readi | y understood by those adm nistering assi stance and by

t hose who apply for or receive assistance. For the purpose of
this subsection, the term "househol d* does not include single-
room occupancy resi dences, room ng houses, nonprofit residential
progranms or personal care facilities receiving charitable
funding or Federal, State or |ocal governnent funding.

(c) \Wenever a recipient of public assistance, as a
prerequisite to receiving assistance or otherw se, has been
required to encunber in favor of the Commobnweal th any property,
or to give any bond, note or other obligation in any sumto
secure the repaynment of noneys received as assi stance or for any
ot her purposes, and such bonds, notes, judgnents, nortgages, or
ot her obligations are thereafter assigned by the Commonwealth to
any third party, the assignee shall not be entitled to collect,
and the person liable for the paynment of the lien or obligation
shall not be liable for the paynent of, any anount greater than
t he amobunt the assignee paid for the assignnent, notw thstanding
the face anobunt of such lien or obligation. This provision shal
not be effective as to the collection of interest accruing after
the date of the assignment or costs of collection.

(d) No general assistance shall be paid to any full-tine
student at a college or university who has not participated in a
Federal | y subsidi zed program for dependent children within the
previous five years.

(e) Beginning no |ater than Decenber 31, 1982, the
department shall conduct annual quality control reviews of the
general assistance casel oad in accordance with a net hodol ogy and
scope determ ned by the departnent.

(f) No general assistance shall be paid to initial
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applicants who voluntarily term nate their enpl oynent until
thirty days after the date of term nation

(g) Regul ations which authorize paynent for purchase of an
aut onobil e, for parts for an autonobile or for repair of an
aut onobile for a recipient of public assistance shall provide
that the paynent shall be nmade jointly to the seller of the
aut onobil e or parts or the garage or nmechani c which nmade the

repairs and the recipient.
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Section 2. The provisions of 55 Pa.Code 8§ 181.452(d) (1) (i)
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are abrogat ed.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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