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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 880 =%

| NTRODUCED BY ClI VERA, MARKGOSEK, GORDNER, M COZZI E, VANCE,

HARHAI , READSHAW BARRAR, DeLUCA, TRUE, MELI O TRICH, SAYLOR
DALLY, GLADECK, HERMAN, ALLEN, TULLI, BARD, STEELNMAN, YEWC C
DAI LEY AND MAHER, MARCH 15, 1999

AS

AMENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 3, 2000
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),

entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and
revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;
and maki ng repeals,” further providing for physician

assi st ant eertificates LI CENSES. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section-1.—Section -36-of the act of Decenber20,-1985 <—
arended-to-read:-
SECTION 1. THE DEFI NI TIONS OF "MEDI CAL TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY" <—

AND " PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT" I N SECTION 2 OF THE ACT O DECEMBER

20,

1985 (P.L.457, NO 112), KNOWN AS THE MEDI CAL PRACTI CE ACT OF

1985, ARE AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 2. DEFI NI TI ONS.
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THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

* x %

"MEDI CAL TRAI NI NG FACI LI'TY." A MeEDI CAL COLLEGE, HOSPI TAL OR
OTHER | NSTI TUTI ON VWHI CH PROVI DES COURSES | N THE ART AND SCI ENCE
OF MEDI CI NE AND SURGERY AND RELATED SUBJECTS FOR THE PURPCSE OF
ENABLI NG A MATRI CULANT TO QUALI FY FOR A LI CENSE TO PRACTI CE
MEDI CI NE AND SURGERY, GRADUATE MEDI CAL TRAI NI NG M DW FE
CERTI FI CATE OR PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT [ CERTI FI CATE] LI CENSE.

* * %

"PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT. " AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO | S [ CERTI FI ED]
LI CENSED AS A PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT BY THE BOARD.

SECTION 2. SECTION 13.2 OF THE ACT, ADDED DECEMBER 27, 1994
(P.L.1353, NO 157) 1S AMVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 13.2. GRADUATE PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT.

(A) PRACTI CE. - - GRADUATES OF A PHYSI Cl AN ASS| STANT PROGRAM
RECOGNI ZED BY THE BOARD MAY REG STER W TH THE BOARD AND PRACTI CE
ONLY UNDER DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON OF A PHYSI CI AN UNTI L [ CERTI FI ED]
LI CENSED BY A PROCESS RECOGNI ZED BY THE BOARD. PRACTI CE UNDER
THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE LIM TED TO THE PERI OD BETWEEN GRADUATI ON
AND RECEI PT OF THE RESULTS OF THE FI RST EXAM NATI ON AFTER
GRADUATI ON OFFERED BY AN EXAM NATI ON AGENCY | N ACCORDANCE W TH
SECTI ON 24. | F THE PERSON APPLYI NG FOR [ CERTI FI CATI ON] LI CENSURE
FAI LS THE EXAM NATI ON, THE AUTHORI TY TO PRACTI CE UNDER THI S
SECTI ON SHALL EXPI RE.

(B) USE OF TITLE. --THE TI TLE " GRADUATE PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT"
OR THE ABBREVI ATI ON "GPA" SHALL BE USED UNTI L [ CERTI FI CATI ON|
LI CENSURE | S OBTAI NED.

(© DRUGS. --A GRADUATE PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT SHALL NOT BE
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PERM TTED TO PRESCRI BE OR DI SPENSE DRUGS AT THE DI RECTI ON OF A
PHYSI CI AN UNTI L [ CERTI FI CATI ON] LI CENSURE HAS BEEN COVPLETED.
SECTION 3. SECTI ONS 22 AND 36 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED TO
READ:
SECTI ON 22. LI CENSES AND CERTI FI CATES; GENERAL QUALI FI CATI ON.
(A) TYPES OF LI CENSES AND CERTI FI CATES. - - THE BOARD MAY GRANT
THE FOLLOW NG LI CENSES AND CERTI FI CATES:
(1) LI CENSE W THOUT RESTRI CTI ON,
(2) INTER M LIM TED LI CENSE.
(3) GRADUATE LI CENSE.
(4) 1 NSTI TUTI ONAL LI CENSE.
(5) TEMPORARY LI CENSE.
(6) EXTRATERRI TORI AL LI CENSE.
(7) M DW FE LI CENSE.
(8) PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT [ CERTI FI CATE] LI CENSE.
(B) QUALI FI CATI ONS. - - THE BOARD SHALL NOT | SSUE A LI CENSE OR
CERTI FI CATE TO AN APPLI CANT UNLESS THE APPLI CANT ESTABLI SHES
W TH EVI DENCE, VERI FI ED BY AN AFFI DAVI T OR AFFI RVATI ON OF THE
APPLI CANT, THAT THE APPLI CANT IS OF LEGAL AGE, |'S OF GOOD MORAL
CHARACTER AND |'S NOT ADDI CTED TO THE | NTEMPERATE USE OF ALCOHOL
OR THE HABI TUAL USE OF NARCOTI CS OR OTHER HABI T- FORM NG DRUGS
AND THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS COMPLETED THE EDUCATI ONAL
REQUI REMENTS PRESCRI BED BY THE BOARD AND OTHERW SE SATI SFI ES THE
QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR THE LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATE CONTAI NED | N OR
AUTHORI ZED BY THI'S ACT. THE BOARD SHALL NOT | SSUE A LI CENSE OR
CERTI FI CATE TO AN APPLI CANT WHO HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY
UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL 14, 1972 (P.L.233, NO 64), KNOM AS THE
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVI CE AND COSMETI C ACT, OR OF AN
OFFENSE UNDER THE LAWS OF ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI ON WHI CH, |F

COMW TTED IN TH S COMVONVEALTH, WOULD BE A FELONY UNDER THE
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CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG DEVI CE AND COSMETI C ACT, UNLESS:
(1) AT LEAST TEN YEARS HAVE ELAPSED FROM THE DATE OF
CONVI CTI ON;
(2) THE APPLI CANT SATI SFACTORI LY DEMONSTRATES TO THE
BOARD THAT HE HAS MADE SI GNI FI CANT PROGRESS | N PERSONAL
REHABI LI TATI ON SI NCE THE CONVI CTI ON SUCH THAT LI CENSURE OF
THE APPLI CANT SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO CREATE A SUBSTANTI AL
RI SK OF HARM TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF H S PATI ENTS OR THE
PUBLI C OR A SUBSTANTI AL RI SK OF FURTHER CRI M NAL VI OLATI ONS;
AND
(3) THE APPLI CANT OTHERW SE SATI SFI ES THE QUALI FI CATI ONS
CONTAI NED I N OR AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT.
AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON THE TERM " CONVI CTED" SHALL | NCLUDE A
JUDGMENT, AN ADM SSI ON OF GUI LT OR A PLEA OF NCLO CONTENDERE.
(© REFUSAL. --THE BOARD MAY REFUSE TO | SSUE A LI CENSE OR
CERTI FI CATE TO AN APPLI CANT BASED UPON A GROUND FOR SUCH ACTI ON
CONTAI NED I N SECTI ON 41.
(D) LIMTATION. --THE BOARD SHALL NOT REFUSE TO | SSUE A
LI CENSE OR CERTI FI CATE TO AN APPLI CANT UNLESS THE APPLI CANT HAS
BEEN AFFORDED THE PROCEDURAL PROTECTI ONS REQUI RED BY THI S ACT.
Section 36. Physician assistant [certificate] LI CENSE.
(a) GCeneral rule.--A physician assistant [certificate]
LI CENSE enpowers the holder to assist a nedical doctor in the
provi sion of medical care and services under the supervision and
direction of that nedical doctor as provided in this act.
(b) Requirenents.--No physician assistant [certificate]
LI CENSE may be issued to the applicant unless the requirenents
set forth by this act and such rules and regul ati ons issued by

the board are nmet, including requirenments for the physician

assistant [certificate of] training and educational prograns
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whi ch shall be forrmulated by the board in accordance with such
national criteria as are established by national organizations
or societies as the board may accept.

(c) Criteria.--The board shall grant physician assistant
[certificates] LICENSES to applicants who have fulfilled the <—
following criteria:

(1) Satisfactory performance on the proficiency

exam nation to the extent that a proficiency exam nation

exi sts.
(2) Satisfactory conpletion of a certified programfor

the trai ning and education of physician assistants.

(3) For candidates for initial eertification LI CENSURE <—

after January 1, 2002, obtai nnent of a baccal aureate or

hi gher degree froma coll ege or university and conpl eti on of

not | ess than 60 cl ock hours of didactic instruction in

phar nacol ogy or other rel ated courses as the board nmay

approve by regul ati on.

(d) Biennial renewal.--A physician assistant [certificate] <—
LI CENSE shal |l be subject to biennial renewal by the board. <—
(e) Description of manner of assistance.--The application
shall include a witten request fromthe applicant's supervising
medi cal doctor who shall file with the board a description of
the manner in which the physician assistant will assist the
supervi si ng nedi cal doctor, which description shall be subject

to the approval of the board.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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