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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 769 5

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, GECORCE, BELARDI, PESCI, S. H SMTH,

FAI RCH LD, STEELMAN, WALKO, WOJNARCSKI, HALUSKA, MANDERI NG,
CAWLEY, BELFANTI, MCALL, CGRUCELA, MELIO, M COHEN, FREEMAN,

KI RKLAND, COSTA, LAUGHLI N, SHANER, TRELLO, CURRY, PRESTOQN,
RUFFI NG TANGRETTI, COLAFELLA, SCLOBAY, DALEY, PETRARCA,
RAMOS, SCRI MENTI, MJUNDY, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, HARHAI AND
ROONEY, MARCH 9, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MARCH 9, 1999
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AN ACT

| nposing requirenments for host nunicipality agreenents rel ating

to certain facilities and landfills; and providing for a
public input process.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Host
Muni ci pality Agreenent Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

In recognition of host municipality agreenents that are

secured after the Departnment of Environnental Protection has

approved a pernmit application for a new or expansion of existing

commercial residual waste treatnment facility, resource recovery

facility, municipal waste landfill, construction/denolition

landfill or transfer station, which prevents | ocal
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muni ci palities fromhaving any real input or control over the
siting process and nmay have adverse effects on the air, water
and overall environnent of those municipalities, the General
Assenbly, pursuant to section 27 of Article | of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania, considers it to be a matter of
sound public policy to require an applicant, as related to this
act, to secure a host municipality agreenment prior to departnent
application review.

Section 3. Definitions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The follow ng words and phrases when used
in this act shall have the neanings given to themin this
section unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Protection of
the Comonwealth and its authorized representatives.

"Host municipality agreenent.” A witten, |legally binding
docunent or docunents executed by duly authorized officials of a
host nmunicipality and the owner or operator of an existing or
proposed nunici pal waste landfill, resource recovery facility,
commercial residual waste treatnment facility,
construction/denolition landfill or transfer station.

(b) Oher |aws.--Except as provided in this section, the
terms in this act shall have the same nmeaning as provided in the
act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101), known as the Muini ci pal
Wast e Pl anni ng, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, the act of
July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the Solid Waste
Managenent Act, and regul ations of the departnment pronul gated
t her eunder.

Section 4. Host nmunicipality agreenent.
(a) Required provisions.--A permt application for a new or

expansi on of an existing conmercial residual waste treatnent
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facility, resource recovery facility, municipal waste |andfill,
construction/denolition landfill or transfer station nmay only be
accepted as administratively conpl ete under section 512 of the
act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101), known as the Muini ci pal
Wast e Pl anning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, if it
includes witten evidence that the applicant has secured a

| ocati on agreenent with the host nunicipality that:

(1) Lists the parties involved in the negotiating
process, including duly authorized officials of host
muni ci pality and the owner and operator of existing or
proposed facility.

(2) Contains the nature of the proposed facility or the
expansion of the existing facility.

(3) Lists the site of the proposed facility or the
expansion of the existing facility.

(4) Identifies the neans by which agreenent was reached.

(5) Lists neasures agreed upon to address nui sances,
such as, but not limted to, traffic problens, litter, odors,
noi se or dust.

(6) Provides proof of public notice requirenments as
listed in subsection (c).

(b) Public input process.--A host municipality shal
i npl enment a public input process that shall consist of no |ess
than two town hall neetings prior to securing a host
muni ci pal ity agreenent and that neets the public notice
requirenents listed in subsection (c).

(c) Public notice.--

(1) A host municipality shall advertise a notice
describing the public input process that will assist in

devel opi ng the host municipality agreenent prior to securing
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1 t hat agreenent. The notice shall be published no | ess than

2 four times during the two weeks prior to each town hal

3 neeting in a newspaper of general circulation in the area

4 where the expanded facility or proposed facility will be

5 | ocat ed.

6 (2) At a minimumthe notice shall contain the follow ng:
7 (i) The nature of the proposed facility or the

8 expansion of the facility.

9 (i1i) The site of the proposed facility or the

10 expansion of the existing facility.

11 (ii1) The potential generators of waste.

12 (iv) The life expectancy of the proposed facility or
13 t he expansion of the existing facility.

14 (v) The location and time of the town hall neeting.

15 Section 5. Regul ations.

16 The departnent may pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons as
17 necessary to inplenent and enforce this act.

18 Section 6. Effective date.

19 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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