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REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON AGING AND YOUTH, FEBRUARY 10, 1999

AN ACT

1  Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania
2     Consolidated Statutes, providing for reports of child death
3     where abuse is suspected.

4     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

5  hereby enacts as follows:

6     Section 1.  Sections 6343, 6347 and 6367 of Title 23 of the

7  Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended by adding

8  subsections to read:

9  § 6343.  Investigating performance of county agency.

10     * * *

__________________________________________________________11     (c)  Department reviews and reports.--The department shall

______________________________________________________________12  conduct child death reviews and provide written reports on any



_____________________________________________________________1  child death where child abuse is suspected and where a county

______________________________________________________________2  agency has investigated child abuse or neglect reports related

__________________________________________________________3  to the child or to other children of either of the child's

________________________________________________________4  parents or has provided protective or general protective

_______________________________________________________________5  services involving the child or other children of either of the

_______________________________________________________________6  child's parents. Agency performance, including, but not limited

______________________________________________________________7  to, the investigation of prior child abuse or neglect reports,

__________________________________________________________8  assessment of risk, acceptance of the family for services,

____________________________________________________________9  provision of services, case closure and compliance with this

________________________________________________________________10  chapter and related regulations, must be analyzed in each review

_____________________________________________________________11  and report. An explanation regarding the nature and extent of

____________________________________________________________12  the review shall be provided in each report. This review and

______________________________________________________________13  report shall be completed no later than three months following

______________________________________________________________14  the date of the child's death, and a copy of each report shall

_____________________________________________________15  be housed in the appropriate Harrisburg office of the

______________________________________________________________16  department. This section does not preclude the department from

___________________________________________________________17  reviewing and providing a written report on any child death

______________________________________________________________18  where child abuse is suspected or confirmed and the agency had

__________________________________________________________19  no prior involvement with the child or the child's family.

20  § 6347.  Annual reports to Governor and General Assembly.

21     * * *

___________________________________________________________22     (c)  Reports on child deaths.--The department shall prepare

________________________________________________________23  and transmit annually to the Governor and to the General

_______________________________________________________________24  Assembly a report on its findings and recommendations regarding

___________________________________________________________25  its child death reviews and reports conducted under section

________________________________________________________26  6343(c) (relating to investigating performance of county

________________________________________________________________27  agency). The annual report shall include, but not be limited to,

______________28  the following:

______________________________________________________29         (1)  A breakdown of child deaths reviewed versus those

____________________________________________________________30     not reviewed and a discussion explaining the lack of reviews
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______________________1     for some child deaths.

_________________________________________________________2         (2)  The regulatory compliance problems identified in the

____________________________________________________________3     course of the child death reviews and a discussion outlining

____________________________________________________________4     the actions taken by the department and the county agencies.

________________________________________________________5         (3)  The practice or decision-making problems identified

_________________________________________________________6     in the course of the child death reviews and a discussion

____________________________________________________________7     outlining the actions taken by the department and the county

_________8     agencies.

_____________________________________________________9         (4)  The good practice, effective decision making and

___________________________________________________________10     regulatory compliance identified in the course of the child

______________11     death reviews.

____________________________________________________12         (5)  The numbers of license revocations, provisional

____________________________________________________________13     licenses and full licenses given to county agencies reviewed

______________________14     under section 6343(c).

________________________________________________15         (6)  Recommendations for statutory change or for

______________________________________________________16     additional legislation to fulfill the purposes of this

________17     chapter.

18  § 6367.  Reports to department and coroner.

19     * * *

____________________________________________________________20     (c)  Reports of child death.--In addition to the child abuse

___________________________________________________________21  report required under subsection (a), a county agency shall

_______________________________________________________________22  immediately provide information to the department regarding its

_________________________________________________________23  involvement with the child and with either of the child's

___________________________________________________________24  parents when a child dies and child abuse is suspected. The

___________________________________________________________25  county agency shall inform the department of any history of

_______________________________________________________________26  protective or general protective services provided to the child

____________________________________________________________27  or to other children of either of the child's parents by the

____________________________________________________________28  county agency under this chapter or by court order and shall

______________________________________________________________29  inform the department if the child was in the agency's custody

_________________________________________________________30  at the time of the child's death. The county agency shall
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____________________________________________________________1  provide this information in writing on forms provided by the

______________________________________________2  department within 48 hours of the oral report.

3     Section 2.  The Department of Public Welfare shall promulgate

4  rules and regulations implementing the amendatory provisions of

5  this act.

6     Section 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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