PRINTER S NO. 68

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 89 5

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, BAKER, BELARDI, BELFANTI, CORNELL,

FAI RCH LD, HERSHEY, MANDERI NO, SATHER AND SOLOBAY
JANUARY 20, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,

JANUARY 20, 1999

AN ACT

Directing the Departnent of Public Welfare to devel op and submt

a plan to elimnate the waiting list for certain persons with
di sabilities seeking residential programs by the year 2008.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) There are approxinmately 28,000 persons in this
Commonweal th with nmental retardati on and devel opnent al
disabilities who are waiting for residential prograns.

(2) The waiting list for these persons is expected to
grow substantially into the foreseeable future.

(3) The Department of Public Welfare has not devel oped
an adequate plan for the manner in which these persons can
gai n qui cker access to the residential prograns and thereby
reduce the anmount of tinme they are on the waiting list.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Residenti al
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Waiting List Act.
Section 2. Wiiting list plan.

The Departnent of Public Welfare shall devel op and submit to
t he Governor and the General Assenbly, within 180 days of the
effective date of this act, a plan to elimnate by the year 2008
the current and future waiting list for persons with nental
retardati on and devel opnental disabilities who are in need of
exi sting residential prograns, including, but not limted to,
skilled nursing honmes, internediate care facilities, domciliary
care honmes, adult foster care hones, comrunity |iving
arrangenents for the nentally retarded and group hones for the
mental ly ill.

Section 3. Contents of plan.

The plan required by this act shall include, but not be
[imted to:

(1) Statistical information on the current and projected
increase in the waiting list.

(2) Financial information on the capital funds necessary
to elimnate the current and projected waiting Iist by the
year 2008.

(3) Financial information on the anobunt of additional
Federal, State or other funds that nay be required annually
for the operational costs associated with the elimnation of
the waiting |ist by the year 2008.

Section 4. Public hearings and conment.

In the devel opnment of the plan required by this act, the
Department of Public Welfare shall conduct public hearings and
obtain public conment from persons with nental retardation and
devel opnental disabilities, their famlies, guardi ans and

provi ders of services to the nental retardation and
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devel opnental disabilities comunity.
Section 5. Annual subm ssion of updated plan.

The Departnent of Public Welfare shall update the statistical
and financial data to the plan required by this act annually and
submt the updated plan to the Governor and the General Assenbly
by Decenber 31 of each year.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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