HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 397, 1471 PRINTER S NO. 1515

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 382 %5

I NTRODUCED BY TI LGHVAN, FEBRUARY 6, 1997

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 26, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and

changing the laws relating thereto,” PROVI DI NG FOR RETI REMENT

ELIG BILITY AND FOR ALLOMNCE; providing counties of the
second class A with the power to make grants to townshi ps,
bor oughs and nonprofit organi zations for parks, recreation
areas, open space projects and such other outdoor projects
and for historic and nuseum proj ects.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 1710(A), (B) AND (H) OF THE ACT OF JULY
28, 1953 (P.L.723, NO 230), KNOAN AS THE SECOND CLASS COUNTY
CODE, AVENDED FEBRUARY 9, 1984 (P.L.12, NO.6), MAY 9, 1984
(P.L.261, NO. 61) AND DECEMBER 4, 1992 (P.L.776, NO 121), ARE
AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1710. EMPLOYES ELI Gl BLE FOR RETI REMENT ALLOWANCES. - -
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(A) EVERY PRESENT OR FUTURE COUNTY EMPLOYE [ WHO WAS | NI TI ALLY

H RED ON OR PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S AVENDATORY ACT, ]
WHO HAS REACHED THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS OR UPWARDS AND WHO HAS TO
H'S OR HER CREDI T A PER OD OF SERVI CE OF El GHT YEARS, BUT LESS
THAN TVENTY YEARS[, OR EVERY COUNTY EMPLOYE WHO WAS HI RED AFTER
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S AMVENDATORY ACT, WHO HAS REACHED THE
AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OR UPWARDS AND WHO HAS TO HI S OR HER
CREDI T A PER OD OF SERVICE OF TEN YEARS, BUT LESS THAN TVENTY
YEARS] SHALL, UPON APPLI CATI ON TO THE BOARD, BE ELI G BLE FOR
RETI REMENT FROM SERVI CE, AND SHALL THEREAFTER RECEI VE, DURI NG
LI FE, EXCEPT AS HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED, A RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE
COVPUTED ON A SERVI CE PERI OD OF TVENTY (20) YEARS WHI CH SHALL
EQUAL ONE TVENTI ETH (1/20) OF SUCH AMOUNT AS HE OR SHE MAY BE
ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTION 1712, FOR EACH YEAR S SERVI CE WHI CH
SUCH COUNTY EMPLOYE MAY HAVE TO H'S OR HER CREDI T DURI NG THE
AFORESAI D PERI OD OF TIME. THE TIME SPENT IN THE EMPLOY OF THE
COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT NEED NOT NECESSARI LY HAVE
BEEN CONTI NUOUS. THE AFORESAI D RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO A SUSPENSI ON THEREOF | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI S| ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (H) OF THI'S SECTI ON 1710 AND SUBSECTI ON
(C) OF SECTION 1712.

(B) EVERY PRESENT OR FUTURE COUNTY EMPLOYE, OTHER THAN A

MEMBER OF THE POLI CE FORCE OR THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OR A FI RE

I NSPECTOR OR A SHERI FF OR DEPUTY SHERI FF, [WHO WAS | NI TI ALLY

H RED ON OR PRI CR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S AMENDATORY ACT, ]

WHO HAS REACHED THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS OR UPWARDS AND VWHO HAS TO
H'S OR HER CREDIT A PERIOD OF SERVI CE OF [ ElI GHT YEARS, BUT LESS

THAN] TVENTY YEARS OR MORE, [ OR EVERY COUNTY EMPLOYE, OTHER THAN

A MEMBER OF THE POLI CE OR THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OR A FI RE
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I NSPECTOR, WHO WAS HI RED AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S
AMENDATORY ACT, WHO HAS REACHED THE AGE OF SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OR
UPWARDS, AND WHO HAS TO HHS OR HER CREDIT A PERI GD OF SERVI CE OF
TEN YEARS, BUT LESS THAN TVENTY YEARS,] AND EVERY COUNTY EMPLOYE
WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE POLI CE FORCE OR THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OR A
FI RE | NSPECTOR, AND WHO SHALL HAVE BEEN A COUNTY EMPLOYE DURI NG
A PERI GD OF TVWENTY OR MORE YEARS AND HAS REACHED THE AGE OF

FI FTY YEARS OR UPWARDS SHALL, UPON APPLI CATI ON TO THE BOARD, BE
ELI G BLE FOR RETI REMENT FROM SERVI CE, AND SHALL THEREAFTER

RECEI VE, DURI NG LI FE, EXCEPT AS HERElI NAFTER PROVI DED, A

RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE PLUS A SERVI CE | NCREMENT | F ANY, | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 1712. EVERY COUNTY
OFFI CER OR EMPLOYE WHO IS A SHERI FF, DEPUTY SHERI FF OR PRI SON
GUARD WHO SHALL HAVE BEEN A COUNTY OFFI CER OR EMPLOYE DURI NG A
PERI GD OF TWENTY OR MORE YEARS AND HAS REACHED THE AGE OF FI FTY-
FI VE YEARS OR UPWARD, SHALL, UPON APPLI CATION TO THE BQOARD, BE
ELI G BLE FOR RETI REMENT FROM SERVI CE AND SHALL THEREAFTER

RECEI VE, DURI NG LI FE, EXCEPT AS HEREAFTER PROVI DED, A RETI REMENT
ALLOMNCE | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTION 1712. THE TI ME SPENT | N THE
EMPLOY OF THE COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT NEED NOT
NECESSARI LY HAVE BEEN CONTI NUOUS: PROVI DED, THAT WHEN ANY COUNTY
EMPLOYE HAS TWENTY OR MORE YEARS SERVI CE, NOT NECESSARI LY

CONTI NUQUS, AND HAS NOT REACHED THE AGE OF [FIFTY] SIXTY YEARS
OR UPWARDS, AND SHALL BE SEPARATED FROM THE SERVI CE OF THE
COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT BY REASON OF NO CAUSE OR
ACT OF H'S OR HER OAN, UPON APPLI CATI ON TO THE BOARD HE OR SHE
SHALL THEREAFTER RECEI VE, DURI NG LI FE, EXCEPT AS HEREI NAFTER
PROVI DED, A RETI REMENT ALLOMWANCE PLUS A SERVI CE | NCREMENT | F
ANY, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 1712. THE
AFORESAI D RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE PLUS A SERVI CE | NCREMENT | F ANY,
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SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A SUSPENSI ON THEREOF | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (H) OF THI'S SECTI ON 1710 AND SUBSECTI ON
(C) OF SECTION 1712.

* * %

(H (1) OPTION 1. ANY PRESENT OR FUTURE COUNTY EMPLOYE WHO
HAS NOT REACHED [ FI FTY] SIXTY YEARS OF AGE [BUT LESS THAN SI XTY
OR SI XTY-FI VE, WHI CHEVER | S APPLI CABLE], AND WHO HAS TO H S OR
HER CREDIT A PERI GD OF AT LEAST THE M NI MUM NUMBER OF YEARS OF
SERVI CE SPECI FI ED I N SUBSECTI ON (A) OF THI S SECTI ON BUT LESS
THAN TVENTY YEARS OF SERVI CE, SHALL UPON APPLI CATI ON TO THE
YEARS, VH CHEVER IS APPLI CABLE,] A RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE COWPUTED
ON A SERVI CE PERI OD OF TVEENTY YEARS, VH CH SHALL EQUAL ONE-
TWENTI ETH OF SUCH AMOUNT AS HE OR SHE MAY BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS CF SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTI ON
1712 FOR EACH YEAR S SERVI CE WH CH SUCH COUNTY EMPLOYE MAY HAVE
TOHS OR HER CREDI T DURI NG THE AFORESAI D PERI OD OF TI ME. THE
TIME SPENT | N THE EMPLOY OF THE COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON
DI STRI CT NEED NOT NECESSARI LY HAVE BEEN CONTI NUQUS.

(2) OPTION II. ANY PRESENT OR FUTURE COUNTY EMPLOYE WHO HAS
NOT REACHED [ FIFTY] SIXTY YEARS OF AGE [ BUT LESS THAN SI XTY OR
SI XTY- FI VE, WHI CHEVER | S APPLI CABLE], AND WHO HAS TO H' S OR HER
CREDIT A PERICD OF THE M NI MUM NUMBER OF YEARS OF SERVI CE
SPECI FI ED I N SUBSECTI ON (A) OF THI S SECTI ON BUT LESS THAN TWENTY
YEARS OF SERVI CE, SHALL UPON APPLI| CATI ON TO THE BOARD BE
ELI G BLE TO RECElI VE THEREAFTER, A RETI REMENT COMPUTED ON A
SERVI CE PERI OD OF TVENTY YEARS, WH CH SHALL EQUAL ONE- TVENTI ETH
OF SUCH AMOUNT AS HE OR SHE MAY BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTION 1712

FOR EACH YEAR S SERVI CE WH CH SUCH COUNTY EMPLOYE MAY HAVE TO
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H'S OR HER CREDI T DURI NG THE AFORESAI D PERI CD OF TI ME. FURTHER,
THE ABOVE RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A REDUCTI ON
OF ONE- HALF OF ONE PER CENTUM FOR EACH MONTH UNDER THE AGE OF
SI XTY YEARS [ OR SI XTY-FI VE YEARS, WHI CHEVER | S APPLI CABLE]. IN
NO EVENT SHALL A RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE BE PAI D UNTIL THE AGE OF
FI FTY-FI VE YEARS | S ATTAI NED. THE TI ME SPENT | N THE EMPLOY OF
THE COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT NEED NOT NECESSARI LY
HAVE BEEN CONTI NUOUS. THE AFORESAI D RETI REMENT ALLOWANCE ELECTED
UNDER OPTION | SHALL BECOVE NULL AND VO D | F SAI D COUNTY OR
COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT EMPLOYE | S REEMPLOYED PRI OR TO AGE
SI XTY I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTION (C) OF
SECTI ON 1712.

* x %

SECTION 2. SECTION 1712(B.1) OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER
10, 1980 (P.L.1165, NO 213), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1712. AMOUNT OF RETI REMENT ALLOWANCES. --* * *

(B.1) |IN ADDI TION TO THE RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE WHICH | S
AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ARTI CLE AND NOTW THSTANDI NG THE LI M TATI ONS
THEREI N PLACED UPON RETI REMENT ALLOMNCES, ANY PRESENT OR FUTURE
COUNTY EMPLOYE WHO UPON RETI REMENT SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE
PAYMENT OF A RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE AND WHO HAS BEEN EMPLOYED AS
SUCH FOR [ TVENTY- ONE] TVENTY OR MORE YEARS DURI NG WHI CH PERI GD
OF TIME HE OR SHE SHALL HAVE MADE MONTHLY CONTRI BUTI ONS | NTO THE
RETI REMENT FUND, SHALL ALSO BE ELI G BLE TO THE PAYMENT I N
ADDI TI ON TO A RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE A SERVI CE | NCREMENT OF TWO
PER CENTUM PER YEAR COVPUTED UPON THE ANNUAL RETI REMENT
ALLOMNCE TO WHI CH HE OR SHE | S ENTI TLED. SAI D SERVI CE | NCREMENT
SHALL BE THE SUM OBTAI NED BY COMPUTI NG THE NUMBER OF FULL YEARS_

AND ANY PORTION OF A YEAR, | N EXCESS OF TWENTY YEARS DURI NG

VWH CH PERIGD OF TI ME HE OR SHE SHALL HAVE MADE MONTHLY OR BI -
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VEEKLY CONTRI BUTI ONS | NTO THE RETI REMENT FUND. NO SERVI CE

| NCREMENT SHALL BE PAI D FOR MORE THAN TWENTY (20) SUCH EXCESS
SERVI CE YEARS [ NOR SHALL A SERVI CE | NCREMENT BE PAID FOR A
FRACTI ON OF SUCH SERVI CE YEAR]. EFFECTIVE AS OF JANUARY 1, 1989,

IN THE EVENT AN EMPLOYE, ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF EMPLOYMENT

TERM NATION, SHALL HAVE LESS THAN A FULL YEAR OF SERVI CE FOR THE

PURPOSE OF COWVPUTI NG THE EMPLOYE' S SERVI CE | NCREMENT, THEN THE

AMOUNT_OF THE SERVI CE | NCREMENT, WH CH WOULD HAVE BEEN COVPUTED

HAD THE EMPLOYE COVPLETED A FULL TWELVE- MONTH PERI GD FOR THE

YEAR OF THE TERM NATI ON OF EMPLOYMENT, SHALL BE PRORATED UPON A

FULL COVPLETED MONTH BASI S FOR SAID LAST YEAR OF SERVI CE

SECTION 3. SECTION 1713(D) OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 29, 1976
(P.L.461, NO 116), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1713. RETI REMENT ALLOMANCES AFTER LEAVI NG SERVI CE. - -
* x %

(D) OPTION I. ANY PERSON VWHO, AFTER TVENTY OR MORE YEARS
SERVI CE AS A COUNTY EMPLOYE RESI GNS FROM H S OR HER OFFI CE
PCSI TI ON OR EMPLOYMENT BEFORE REACH NG THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS
WHEN HE OR SHE ATTAINS THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS, VHEN SUCH FORMER
COUNTY EMPLOYE SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE A RETI REMENT
ALLOMNCE VH CH SHALL BE COMPUTED ON THE AVERAGE MONTHLY
COVPENSATI ON AS RECEI VED BY THE FORMER COUNTY EMPLOYE PRI OR TO
H S OR HER SEPARATI ON FROM THE SERVI CE OF THE COUNTY OR COUNTY
I NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTION 1712. SUCH FORMER COUNTY EMPLOYE SHALL
BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE, I N ADDI TI ON TO A RETI REMENT ALLOMANCE, A
SERVI CE | NCREMENT, |F ANY, I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBSECTI ON (B) OF SECTION 1712 ONLY TO THE TIME OF HS OR HER
SEPARATI ON FROM THE SERVI CE OF THE COUNTY OR COUNTY | NSTI TUTI ON
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DI STRI CT.

OPTION I'l . EMPLOYE MAY ELECT TO RECEI VE | MVEDI ATE RETI REMENT
ALLOMNCE BENEFI TS UNDER THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS PROVI DED THAT
SAl D RETI REMENT ALLOMANCE BE REDUCED BY ONE- HALF OF ONE PER
CENTUM FOR EACH MONTH UNDER THE AGE OF SI XTY YEARS. OPTION | OR
OPTION Il ELECTI ON SHALL BE FI NAL UPON SEPARATION OF H' S OR HER
SERVI CE FROM THE COUNTY.

OPTION I'l'l1.  ANY EMPLOYE UNDER SI XTY YEARS OF AGE WHO HAS
SERVED TVENTY YEARS OR MORE AND WHO WAS DI SM SSED THROUGH NO
FAULT OF HHS OAN MAY ELECT TO RECEI VE | MVEDI ATE RETI REMENT
ALLOMNCE BENEFI TS PLUS A SERVI CE | NCREMENT, TF ANY, EQUAL TO

SEVENTY PER CENTUM OF THE BENEFI TS HE WOULD BE ENTI TLED TO
RECEI VE HAD HE CONTI NUED TO BE EMPLOYED UNTI L AGE SI XTY. THE
SERVI CE | NCREMENT SHALL BE EFFECTI VE AS OF JANUARY 1, 1989.

SECTION 4. SECTION 2199.12 OF THE ACT |'S AMENDED TO READ

Section 2199.12. Appropriations to Municipalities for Parks,
Recreation Areas, etc.--The board of conm ssioners of any county
of the second class A may appropriate fromcounty funds noneys
for grants to assi st boroughs or townships within the county as

wel | as nonprofit organi zations in the purchase [or],

acqui sition, inprovenent, equipping or |andscaping, including

the planting of shrubs and shade trees, of lands [or], buildings

[or both] and facilities, and in the case of buildings and

facilities, denplition of such, for parks, recreation areas,

open space projects and ot her such outdoor projects and for

hi storic or museum projects. For the purposes of this section,

the term "nonprofit organi zati ons" shall nean entities which are

tax exenpt under section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of

1986, (Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. 8 501(a)) as anended (or any

successor provision thereto); not operated for profit; and
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1 organi zed to:

2 (1) preserve_or_conserve open_space,

nat ur al

resources _or

3 natural habitats;

4 (2) pronpte outdoor recreation and the acqui sition and

5 devel opnent of facilities related thereto; or

6 (3) preserve sites of historical significance.

7 Section 2 5. This act shall take effect
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