PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 120, 1125 PRINTER S NO. 1131

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 123 *5%5°

| NTRODUCED BY MOWERY, SALVATORE, HART, TOM.I NSQON, JUBELI RER,

AFFLERBACH, THOWPSON, MJSTO, KASUNI C, RHOADES, HELFRI CK, DELP

AND PI CCOLA, JANUARY 21, 1997

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED,
JUNE 3, 1997
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techntcal—eguprent—

PROVI DI NG FOR A FEASI BI LI TY STUDY RELATI NG TO THE ESTABLI SHVENT

OF A PENNSYLVANI A SCI ENCE PARTNERSHI P PROGRAM
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS FCOLLOWE:

(1) A VEELL- TRAI NED AND WELL- EDUCATED WORK FORCE | S
ESSENTI AL TO THE ECONOM C VELL- BEI NG OF TH S COMMONWEALTH.

(2) MANY OF THE FASTEST GROW NG SECTORS OF THE ECONOWY
ARE I N AREAS VWH CH REQUI RE TECHNI CAL COVPETENCE AND AN
EDUCATI ONAL BACKGROUND THAT | NCLUDES A SOLI D FOUNDATI ON | N
THE CHEM CAL, PHYSI CAL, BI OLOG CAL AND EARTH SCI ENCES.

(3) SHARI NG RESOURCES | S A COST- EFFECTI VE AND PROVEN
METHOD OF ENSURI NG THAT ALL OF TH S COWONWEALTH S SCHOOL
CHI LDREN HAVE ACCESS TO A HI GH QUALI TY SCI ENCE CURRI CULUM
THAT PROVI DES HAND- ON EXPERI ENCE W TH MODERN AND
SOPHI STI CATED SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL EQUI PMENT TO PREPARE

STUDENTS FOR THE HI GH TECHNOLOGY DEMANDS OF THE 21ST CENTURY.

(4) Significant opportunities exist for collaboration
bet ween the basi c educati on and hi gher education systens of
this Cormonweal th to enhance the education of this
Commonweal th' s school children

(5) Students need the opportunity to |earn science by
practicing science. This Commonweal th nust graduate students
who are nore scientifically literate and who are better able
to pursue careers and jobs in fields that require such
literacy.

(6) Teachers who are the only physics or chemstry
teacher in their school need not work in isolation.

(7) Teachers require greater opportunities for
pr of essi onal devel opnent in science, including training to

i ncor porate new science equi pnent into the teaching
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curricul a.

(8) It is therefore the intent of the General Assenbly
and the purpose of this act to direct the Departnent of
Education to exam ne the feasibility of establishing the
Pennsyl vani a Sci ence Partnership Programto provide enhanced
educational opportunities in the fields of science to this
Commonweal th's school children, especially children attending
school s that do not have the financial resources to provide
an enriched science curricul um
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Hi gher education institution.” Any public or private two-
year or four-year or higher postsecondary institution in this
Commonweal th that has been accredited at the college | evel by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Secretary of
Educati on, or equival ent.

Section 2. Reports.

The departnent shall file a report with the Governor and with
t he chairman AND M NORI TY CHAI RMAN of the Education Committee of <—
t he Senate and the chai rman AND M NORI TY CHAI RVAN of the <—
Educati on Cormittee of the House of Representatives on the
feasibility of establishing a Pennsylvania Science Partnership
Program by January 1, 1998. The report shall describe the types

of science partnerships created in selected communities of this
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Commonweal th, to be determined by the Secretary of Education. At
a mninmum progranms of this type in Philadel phia, Pittsburgh and
at Juniata Col |l ege and Lebanon Vall ey Coll ege shall be exam ned.
The departnent shall consider the benefits of the partnership
and the invol verent of school districts, higher education
institutions and science nuseuns. The departnent shall survey
school districts to determ ne the nunber of elenmentary and
secondary education students participating in various science
prograns, a detail ed breakdown of the costs of these prograns
and the inpact of the progranms on the level of scientific

know edge of school children.

Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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