PRINTER S NO. 63

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 64 =55

I NTRODUCED BY HOLL, JANUARY 17, 1997

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 17, 1997
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AN ACT
Establishing within the Departnment of Health a comm ssion for
the prevention of rape; providing for powers and duties of
t he comm ssion; and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rape
Prevention Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Rape Prevention Conmm ssion.
"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
"Rape." The offense or attenpt to commt the offense of

rape, statutory rape or involuntary deviate sexual intercourse
as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. 88 3121 (relating to rape) and 3123

(relating to involuntary deviate sexual intercourse). The term
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al so includes other crimnal sexual assaults and attenpted rape.
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 3. Commi ssion.
There is hereby established within the departnent a
commi ssion to be known as the Rape Prevention Commi ssion to be
appoi nted by the secretary and be staffed by individuals
presently within the departnent. The secretary shall appoint a
conmmi ssioner to oversee operation of the comm ssion. The
commi ssioner shall be an individual skilled in psychiatry and
psychoanal ysis and shall receive a salary conmensurate with the
i ndi vidual's training and experience.
Section 4. Powers and duti es.
(a) Studies.--The comm ssion shall conduct a conti nuing
study and investigation of the follow ng:

(1) The effectiveness of existing Federal, State and
| ocal |aws dealing with rape.

(2) The relationship, if any, between traditional |egal
and social attitudes toward sexual roles, the act of rape and
the formulation of |aws dealing with rape.

(3) The treatnent of victins of rape by |aw enforcenent
agenci es, hospitals or other nmedical institutions,
prosecutors and the courts.

(4) The causes of rape, identifying, to the degree
possi bl e, notivations of offenders.

(5) Sexual assaults in correctional institutions.

(6) The actual incidence of rape as conpared to the
reported cases and the reasons why rape is sonetines
unr eport ed.

(7) The effectiveness of existing private, |ocal and

St at e educati on and counseling prograns designed to prevent
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r ape.

(8) The status of offenders relating to rehabilitation.
(b) Conpilations.--It shall be the duty of the comm ssion

to:

(1) Conpile, analyze and publish and annually submt,

t hrough the secretary, to the General Assenbly a sumary of

t he continuing study conducted under this section and the

research and denonstration projects conducted under section 5

wi th recomrendati ons where appropri ate.

(2) Develop and nmaintain an information cl earinghouse
with regard to:

(i) Prevention of rape.

(i1i) Treatnment and counseling of the victinms of rape
and their famlies.

(1i1) Rehabilitation prograns for offenders.

(3) Conpile and publish training materials for personnel
who are engaged or intend to engage in prograns designed to
prevent rape.

Section 5. Research and denonstration projects.

(a) Gants.--The secretary, through the comm ssion, shal
make grants to community health centers, nonprofit private
organi zati ons and public agencies determned to be qualified by
t he comm ssion for the purpose of conducting research and
denonstration projects concerning the prevention of rape.

(b) Objectives.--Projects funded under subsection (a) shal
include, but not be limted to:

(1) Alternative nmethods of planning, devel oping,

i npl enenti ng and eval uati ng prograns used in the prevention

of rape, the treatnent and counseling of victins of rape and

their famlies and the rehabilitati on of offenders.
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(2) The application of methods devel oped under paragraph

(1).

Section 6. Advisory conmttee.

(a) Conposition.--There is hereby established an advisory
commttee consisting of five individuals to be appointed by the
Governor. The Governor shall appoint one nenber who is a | aw
enforcenent officer, one nenber selected by the Pennsylvani a Bar
Associ ation, one nenber who possesses training and experience in
psychiatry and two nenbers fromthe general public, one of whom
shall be a female. The first appointees shall serve a term as
foll ows: one for one year, tw for two years, one for three
years and one for four years. Thereafter, nmenbers shall serve a
five-year term

(b) Duties.--The advisory conmttee shall advise, consult
wi th and nmake recommendati ons to the conm ssioner on matters
relating to rape prevention.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $500, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Health for the
pur poses of inplenmenting and adm nistering this act.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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