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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 419 5

I NTRODUCED BY O BRIEN, E. Z. TAYLOR G.ADECK, FICHTER, TRI CH
BROWNE, COY, CAPPABI ANCA, PESCI, HERMAN, CALTAG RONE, ORI E,
MAI TLAND, READSHAW LAUGHLI N, KI RKLAND, BELARDI, BATTI STO
OLASZ, HALUSKA, HORSEY, WALKO, TRELLO, STABACK, JOSEPHS,
YOUNGBLOOD, Cl VERA, SEYFERT, JAMES, HERSHEY AND RAMCS,
APRIL 1, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 1, 1998
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Form ng a commi ssion conprised of individuals with expertise in
bi onedi cal research, health care, econom c devel opnent and

hi gher education to assess the |evel and nature of bionedical

research currently conducted by the State's universities and

teachi ng hospitals and to reconmend specific and realistic
actions for increasing Pennsylvania s share of Federal and
private sector bionedical research funding to enhance the

State's health care systemas well as contribute to the

econony.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania's academ c institutions are recogni zed
as |leaders in identifying and researching public health problens
and devel oping treatnments necessary to inprove the quality of
heal th care; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's institutions of higher |earning and
bi onmedi cal conpani es are drawing nore than $681 mllion in
fiscal year 1997-98 fromthe National Institutes of Health for
bi omedi cal research; and

VWHEREAS, Bionedical research initiatives are vital to

mai ntai ning the quality and strength of Pennsylvania' s health
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care system and

WHEREAS, The health care industry, including research and
teaching hospitals, plays a vital role in Pennsylvania's
econony, enploying nore than 550, 000 peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Recent downsizing trends in the State's hospitals
have resulted in the displacenent of nore than 2,000 health care
wor kers; and

WHEREAS, The Executive Branch and General Assenbly have
aggressi vel y undert aken econom ¢ devel opnment and job creation
initiatives; and

WHEREAS, Academ c bi onedical research results in a nore
vi gorous bi onmedi cal industry with the devel opnent of new
procedures and nedi cations; and

WHEREAS, An increased supply of Federal and private funding
woul d support current research efforts to enhance the quality of
health care and would contribute to the econom c devel opnent of
this State through job creation; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the House of
Representatives direct that a 21-nenber conm ssion be created to
assess the level and nature of bionedical research currently
conducted by the State's universities and teaching hospitals;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion exam ne Pennsyl vania' s current
research areas and breakt hrough research contributions and
conpare those efforts to other states; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion recommend specific and
realistic actions for increasing Pennsylvania' s share of Federal
and private sector biomedical research funding to enhance the
State's health care systemas well as contribute to the econony;

and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the comm ssion al so recommend ways for the
Commonweal th to encourage the grow h of bionedical research; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the first comm ssion neeting take place within
60 days of the approval of this resolution, at which tinme the
commi ssion will elect a chairperson; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion hold hearings, take testinony
and make its investigation at such places as it deens necessary
in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion be conprised of the presidents
or a designee of the following institutions: the Pennsylvania
Chanber of Commerce, The Pennsylvania State University School of
Medi ci ne and the Hershey Medical Center, University of
Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center System
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania
Heal th System Thomas Jefferson University, Allegheny University
of Health Services, Tenple University School of Medicine and
Tenpl e University Health System Shriners Hospitals for Children
in Philadel phia and Erie, St. Christopher's Hospital for
Children, and the Children's Hospital of Philadel phia; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate and
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint
two at-large comm ssion nmenbers, and the chairman of the Senate
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee and the chairman of the
House of Representatives Health and Human Services Conmittee
shal |l each appoint one at-l|arge conm ssion nenber; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That nenbers of the conm ssion shall not receive

conpensation for their services except for standard travel and
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expenses, and that such expenses shall be paid for fromfunds
appropriated to the Joint State Governnment Conmi ssion; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That this initiative shall receive staff and ot her
adm ni strative support fromthe Joint State Governnent
Conmi ssion; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmmi ssion report its finding and

recommendati ons for appropriate action to the Senate Public
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Health and Welfare Commttee and the House of Representatives
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Heal t h and Human Servi ces Comm ttee by Septenber 30, 1998.
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