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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 394 5

| NTRODUCED BY O BRI EN, HASAY, MNAUGHTON, GEORGE, NAI LOR
HERSHEY, GRUPPO, ORI E, BAKER, WALKO, FICHTER, EGOLF, COY,
L. I. COHEN, RUBLEY, PIPPY, MG LL, DALLY, BELARDI , ARGALL,
B. SMTH, I TKIN, KENNEY, CORRI GAN, ROSS, READSHAW OLASZ,
MAI TLAND, ARMSTRONG, DONATUCCI, M LLER, MANDERI NO, WOGAN,
STABACK, DeWEESE, Tl GUE, GODSHALL, d GLI OITlI, CAPPABI ANCA
LEDERER, PESCI, MELIO D G ROLAMO, CORPORA, BROWNE, SATHER,
BARD, HERVAN, TRELLO BELFANTI, LAUGHLI N, JARCLI N
WASHI NGTON, BROWN, KI RKLAND, M CQOZZI E, GElI ST, SANTON,
McCALL, SCHRCDER, HALUSKA, BENNI NGHOFF, HORSEY, SHANER
HARHART, FAI RCH LD, JOSEPHS, E. Z. TAYLOR, YOUNGBLOOD
SEYFERT, ClI VERA, BOSCOLA, BEBKO- JONES, JAMES, HESS, RAMOS,
ROBERTS, CLARK AND ROHRER, MARCH 25, 1998

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 25, 1998
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 1998 as "Hepatitis Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Chronic hepatitis C has been classified as the
silent killer, where no recogni zabl e signs or synptons occur
until severe |liver damage has occurred; and

WHEREAS, Chronic hepatitis C has been characterized by the
Wrld Health Organization as a disease of primary concern to
humani ty; and

WHEREAS, Chronic hepatitis C currently infects approximately
4.5 mllion Americans and there are 30,000 new infections each
year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, This disease is considered such a public health
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threat that the National Institutes of Health convened an
i nternational conference of health experts in March 1997 to
i ssue gui delines for diagnosis, control and treatnent of
hepatitis C, and

VWHEREAS, The consequences of the hepatitis C virus cost $7.3
mllion per 100,000 people; and

WHEREAS, |n Pennsylvania the hepatitis Cvirus is estinmated
to have infected 212,400 citizens, many of whom do not know they
have been infected with a chronic di sease because the disease is
asynptomatic; and

WHEREAS, As many as 1 to 1.25 million people are carriers of
the hepatitis B virus, with 200,000 to 300, 000 infections
occurring annual ly; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Health and Human
Servi ces has | aunched a conprehensive plan to address this
significant public health problem beginning with the
identification and notification of the hundreds of thousands of
persons inadvertently exposed to hepatitis C through bl ood
t ransfusi on; and

WHEREAS, In the absence of a vaccine, enphasis nmust be pl aced
on ot her means of disease prevention, including education of
health care workers and the general public; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmonth of April 1998 as "Hepatitis Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a and urge public awareness on behal f of the
Department of Public Wl fare, the Departnent of Health and
public health departnents through increased public education

during this nonth.
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