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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 148 %5

| NTRODUCED BY EACHUS, FAI RCHI LD, STABACK, MUNDY, BEBKO- JONES,
COLAlI ZZO, TRAVAGLI O WALKO, PESCI, SANTONI, GODSHALL, MCALL,
BLAUM GORDNER, OLASZ, M CHLOVIC, SCRI MENTI, BELARDI,
SAI NATO, STURLA, RUBLEY, ROONEY, TIGUE, KENNEY, HASAY
TANGRETTI, SHANER, HALUSKA, LUCYK, MELI O, CASORI O, TRELLO
HUTCHI NSON, JOSEPHS, WOGAN, HENNESSEY, GRU TZA, BROWME,
STEELMAN, RAMCS, CURRY, YOUNGBLOOD, BOSCOLA, CAPPABI ANCA,
THOVAS, EVANS AND JAROLIN, APRIL 29, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRI L 29, 1997
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Health and Human Services Conmittee to conduct

heari ngs throughout this Comonwealth to study and determ ne

the inmpact of the Departnment of Public Welfare's five-year

plan to redesign Pennsylvania's nental retardation service

system

WHEREAS, Quality and affordable care, support of famly and
friends, financial resources and State support are necessary for
Pennsylvania's nentally retarded citizens; and

WHEREAS, Fam |ies and conmunities in Pennsylvania rely on
State nmental retardation centers for the quality care of this
Commonweal th's 3,000 nentally retarded citizens currently being
served by the centers; and

WHEREAS, A subcommittee of the Departnent of Public Welfare's
Ofice of Mental Retardation has initiated the planning process

to redesign the Coormonweal th's system for neeting the needs of

people with nental retardation and their famlies; and
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WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare's plan proposes the
closure of nental retardation centers, which closure will have a
significant inpact on the safety and econom c strength of the
communities being served by the centers; and

WHEREAS, More than 1,500 nentally retarded Pennsyl vani ans
woul d be relocated to alternative living situations and 2, 100
i ndi vi dual s woul d be rel eased from private community-based
facilities if the Departnment of Public Welfare's plan were
i npl enent ed; and

WHEREAS, The Departnment of Public Wl fare's proposal for
redesi gning the remaining nental retardation centers in the
State has created questions and concerns fromfriends and
famlies of patients in those centers, nenbers of the conmunity
and enpl oyees of those facilities; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Health and Human Services Conmittee
i nvestigate the Departnent of Public Welfare's five-year plan to
redesi gn Pennsylvania's nental retardation services system and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee conduct hearings, gather
testimony and nmake investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. Each menber of the conmittee
shall have the power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to
W t nesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings
and recomrendations to the House of Representatives no |ater

t han Cct ober 30, 1997.

C5L82DVS/ 19970H0148R1594 - 2 -



