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I NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, DONATUCCI, LAUGHLI N, NAILOR, DelLUCA
LEH, HERSHEY, CGEORGE, VAN HORNE, GLADECK, Tl GUE, TRELLGQ
ARMSTRONG, ROONEY, O BRI EN, SANTONI, TRAVAGLIO PETTIT, COY,
THOVAS, MANDERI NO, READSHAW CURRY, KENNEY, CGRUPPO, COWELL,
B. SMTH, GElI ST, DEMPSEY, RAYMOND, ADOLPH, ROHRER, JOSEPHS
RAMOS, FARGO, HERMAN, GODSHALL, FICHTER, SCHULER, MARKGSEK,
G Gl orTl, MCOZZIE, BEBKO-JONES, E. Z. TAYLOR WINARGCSKI ,
BAKER, SHANER, BROWNE, | TKI N, TANGRETTI, MELIO, M LLER
SCHRODER, Di G ROLAMO, SATHER, LYNCH, BOSCOLA, SCRI MENTI,
CLYMER, STERN, TRUE, HENNESSEY, BELARDI, WALKO, STABACK,
ALLEN, DENT, BARD, SAI NATO, McGEEHAN, RUBLEY, REBER, ORI E AND
HESS, JANUARY 28, 1997

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JANUARY 28, 1997
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng January 1997 as "Autism Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, An Autism St ate-of-the-Sci ence Conference held by
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) at the request of the
Congress of the United States found that autism a neurol ogical
di sorder of conmunication, behavior and novenent, is a pressing
public health problemthat nerits the best efforts of public and
private agencies in both research and services; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 26, 140 Pennsyl vani ans have auti sm
according to the enpirically substantiated estinate of the
preval ence of autism spectrum di sorders by the Wrking G oup on

Epi dem ol ogy of this N H Auti sm St ate-of-the-Sci ence Conference;



1 and

2 WHEREAS, Autism once thought to be rare, is now known to be
3 one of the nost common of the devel opnental disorders; and

4 WHEREAS, At present there is no biological marker, no cure

5 and no psychopharnmacol ogi cal treatnment for the core synptons of
6 this lifelong disability, although nedical and behavi oral

7 interventions to inprove |learning and behavi or are avail abl e;

8 and

9 VWHEREAS, The social, enotional and financial costs to
10 individuals with autism their famlies and to Federal and state
11 agencies are staggering; and
12 WHEREAS, Awar eness anong all Pennsyl vani ans of the great
13 urgency of this problemw || help support the search for
14 renedies; therefore be it
15 RESCLVED, That January 1997 be designated "Autism Awar eness
16 Month" in Pennsylvania and that the National Institutes of
17 Health be comrended and encouraged in their efforts to help
18 solve the puzzle of autism
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