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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2802 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, BAKER, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI,
BOSCOLA, CAWEY, COLAI ZZO, COY, DALEY, GEORGE, HENNESSEY,
LAUGHLI N, MARKGSEK, MCALL, OLASZ, PETRONE, RAMOS, READSHAW
SCRI MENTI , STABACK, THOVAS, TIGUE, WALKO, WOINARCSKI, MELIQ,
M CHLOVI C, LUCYK AND PESCI, SEPTEMBER 29, 1998

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, SEPTEMBER 29, 1998
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for tenporary special aid
to school districts suffering | oss of |ocal revenue due to
natural disaster; and establishing a restricted receipt
account .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 2502.36. Tenporary Special Aid to School Districts

Suffering Loss of Local Revenue Due to Natural Di saster.--(a)

Tenporary special aid shall be paid for fiscal year 1997-1998

and each fiscal year thereafter to any school district that

experi ences a severe reduction in |ocal revenue for the support

of public schools due to a fire, flood, tornado or other natural
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di saster. The allocation to a school district under this section

shall equal the difference between the total | ocal revenue such

school district collects in the first fiscal year and each

subsequent fiscal year after the natural di saster and the total

| ocal revenue coll ected by the school district in the fiscal

vear preceding the natural disaster. For the purpose of this

section, the term"natural disaster" shall have the neani ng

given to it under 35 Pa.C.S. 8 7102 (relating to definitions).

(b)Y A school district that suffers the loss in | ocal revenue

due to a natural disaster during the 1997-1998 fiscal year shal

be eligible to receive its first paynent of tenporary speci al

aid for the 1998-1999 fiscal year. A school district that

recei ves tenporary special aid under this section shall qualify

for such aid for no nore than four (4) consecutive fiscal years.

(c) Paynents for tenporary special aid nade under subsection

(a) shall be paid froma restricted recei pt account which is

her eby established for that purpose. The npbney in the restricted

recei pt account is hereby appropriated fromthe account to

provi de tenporary special aid authorized under subsection (a).

The noney in the restricted recei pt account shall not | apse and

shall not be used for any purpose other than that authorized

under this section.

(d) For the 1998-1999 fiscal year, the Secretary of the

Budget shall transfer three hundred t housand dollars ($300, 000)

fromthe fund establi shed under Chapter 2 of the act of July 1,

1985 (P.L.120, No.32), known as the "Tax Stabilizati on Reserve

Fund Act," to the restricted recei pt account established under

subsection (c). Additional funds shall be transferred by the

Secretary of the Budget fromthe Tax Stabilizati on Reserve Fund

to the restricted recei pt account only to the extent necessary
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to make paynments authori zed under this section.

(e) The Secretary of Education shall develop a witten

policy to govern the nethod for maki ng paynents of tenporary

special aid to school districts, including the date by which

such paynents shall be nmade each fiscal year.

(f) This section shall apply to all natural disasters for

whi ch a di saster energency is decl ared by executive order or

procl amati on i ssued by the Governor pursuant to 35 Pa.C. S. §
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7301 (relating to general authority of governor) during the 1998
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cal endar year and each cal endar year thereafter
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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