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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for instruction on persons
with disabilities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 53 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2172. I nstructi on on persons with disabilities.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1n accordance with the act of October 27,

1955 (P.L.744, No.222), known as the Pennsyl vani a Hunman

Rel ati ons Act, the comm ssion shall include in the m ni mum

course requirenments of section 2164(1) (relating to powers and

duties of conmm ssion) instruction to enhance the officers'

ability to recogni ze various disabilities for the purpose of

affording people with disabilities the sane access, services and

protection provided to all citizens. The instruction shal

enhance officers' ability to recogni ze the nature and




1 characteristics of various disabilities and provi de awareness

2 regarding appropriate physical and enotional support to people
3 with disabilities who seek access to police services or who cone
4 in contact with the police. Training shall include but not be

5 limted to:

6 (1) Recognition of synptons _and appropriate nedical and
7 enoti onal support for people experiencing seizures.

8 (2) Sensitivity to and appropriate physical support in
9 ai ding people who are nmobility-chall enged, who need physi cal
10 supports or who use guide or aide dogs.

11 (3) Rapid access to interpreters for people with hearing
12 and speech disabilities who have a need to comunicate with
13 police personnel and the use of basic_sign | anguage.

14 (4) Recognition of the difference between

15 characteristics conmon to certain disabilities, including,
16 but not limted to, epilepsy, diabetes and deafness, and

17 t hose associated with antisocial or crimnnal behavior or

18 reaction to alcohol and drug abuse.

19 (5) Recognition of the synptons of nental retardation,
20 autism and ot her devel opnental disabilities and the inpact
21 t hose disabilities have on conmunication and interaction
22 bet ween police officers and citizens with such disabilities.
23 (6) O her accommpdations to ensure service and
24 programmati c access to all people with visual, auditory,
25 physical, nmental and enotional disabilities and diabetes,
26 epilepsy, nmultiple sclerosis, learning disabilities, |oss of
27 hearing and other disabilities.
28 (b) Devel opnent of curriculum--The curriculumshall be

29 devel oped through consultati on with the Pennsyl vani a Hunman

30 Relations Conmission as provided in section 7(e) of the
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1 Pennsylvania Human Relations Act, and in consultation with

2 groups or individuals having expertise in this area, including,
3 but not limted to, The Epilepsy Foundation, Alzheiner's

4 Association, Tourette Syndrone Association, Pennsylvania Society
5 for the Advancenent of the Deaf, Learning Disabilities

6 Association of Pennsylvania, Tenple University Institute on

7 Disabilities, Ofice of Mental Health and Retardation and

8 Alliance for the Mentally Ill, and shall be reviewed and updated
9 as necessary every four years.

10 (c) Frequency of in-service training.--Certified officers

11 shall receive in-service training as part of a continuing

12 education programat |east every four years regarding the

13 recognition and response to persons with disabilities.

14 (d) Definition.--As used in this section, the term

15 "disability" neans:

16 (1) any physical disorder or condition, cosnetic

17 disfigurenent, or anatonical |oss affecting one or nore of

18 the follow ng body systens: neurological, nuscul oskel etal,
19 speci al sense organs, respiratory, including speech organs,
20 cardi ovascul ar, reproductive, digestive, genitourinary, hemc
21 and |ynphatic, skin and endocri ne;
22 (2) any nental or psychol ogi cal disorder such as nental
23 retardation, Al zheiner's disease and rel ated disorders,
24 enotional or nental illness and specific |earning
25 disabilities; or
26 (3) any contagi ous and noncont agi ous_di sease _such as
27 H V, whether synptomatic or asynptomatic, tubercul osis,
28 nuscul ar _dystrophy, nmultiple sclerosis, cancer, heart
29 di sease, diabetes, and conditions such as orthopedic, visual,
30 speech _and hearing inpairnents, cerebral palsy and epil epsy.
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1 The term does not include:

2 (1) transvestism transsexualism pedophilia,

3 exhi bitionism voyeurism gender identity disorders not

4 resulting from physical inpairnents, or other sexual behavior
5 di sorders;

6 (2) conpul sive ganbling, kleptomania or pyronania; or

7 (3) psychoactive substance use disorders resulting from
8 current illegal use of drugs, as defined in schedul es |

9 through V of the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64),
10 known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic
11 Act .
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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