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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1971 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WALKO, CAWLEY, STABACK, WOINARCSKI, MCALL, OLASZ,
CAPPABI ANCA, CASORI O, M COHEN, RAMOS, TRELLO, ROBI NSON,
JOSEPHS, TI GUE, PETRARCA, MELI O, CURRY AND BOSCOLA,
OCTOBER 30, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 30, 1997

AN ACT
Providing for dissemnation of information to the el ectorate on
referenda; conferring powers and duties upon the Bureau of
Commi ssi ons, Elections and Legi sl ation; inposing sanctions;
and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Referendum
I nf ormati on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) There are several statutory referenda.
(2) It is difficult for a citizen to understand fully
the nature of a statutory referendum
(3) Proper decision making on a statutory referendum
requires an informed el ectorate.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal



1 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the

2 context clearly indicates otherw se:

3 "Aut horizing statute.” The statute which authorizes a

4 statutory referendum

5 "Bureau." The Bureau of Comm ssions, Elections and

6 Legislation in the Departnment of State.

7 “"Merit statenent.” An analysis of the nerits of voting:

8 (1) in favor of a statutory referendum and

9 (2) against a statutory referendum

10 "Statutory referendum™ A referendumrequired by statute.
11 Section 4. Requirenent.

12 (a) Collection.--For a statutory referendum the bureau

13 shall obtain all of the follow ng:

14 (1) An official copy of the authorizing statute. This
15 par agr aph includes an enrolled bill or a slip | aw

16 (2) A copy of a nmerit statement by the majority chair
17 and the mnority chair of each standing conmttee in the

18 CGeneral Assenbly which considered the authorizing statute
19 during its passage.
20 (b) Dissemnation.--
21 (1) Thirty days prior to the election in which the
22 statutory referendumis submtted to the electorate, the
23 bureau shall make avail abl e wi thout charge the materi al
24 col | ected under subsection (a) to all of the foll ow ng:
25 (i) Each public library serving an area in which the
26 statutory referendumw || be submtted to the el ectorate.
27 (i1i) Each county law library serving an area in
28 which the statutory referendumwi |l be submtted to the
29 el ectorate.
30 (2) At the tine of the subm ssion under paragraph (1),
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t he bureau shall nmake a mass postcard nmailing to each
househol d in each area in which the statutory referendumis
submtted to the el ectorate. The postcard shall contain al
of the follow ng:

(1) A brief description of the material collected
under subsection (a).

(ii) Notice that the nmaterial is available at public
libraries and county law |libraries and, free of charge,
at the district office of the State | egislators which
represent the addressee.

(c) Effect.--If the bureau does not conply with subsection
(b), the election shall be invalid as to the statutory
ref erendum
Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $ , or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Bureau of Conm ssions,
El ections and Legislation in the Departnment of State for the
fiscal year July 1, 1997, to June 30, 1998, to carry out the
provi sions of this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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