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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1633 %"

| NTRODUCED BY HERSHEY, EGOLF, O BRIEN, E. Z. TAYLOR, LUCYK
BAKER, BARD, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BOSCOLA, Cl VERA, DALEY,
DEMPSEY, FAI RCH LD, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, HESS, MCALL, M LLER
NAI LOR, PI PPY, PISTELLA, PLATTS, RCSS, SATHER, SCHULER
SERAFI NI, STABACK, STEELMAN, STERN, STEVENSQON, THOVAS,
TRELLO, WAUGH, WLT, WOGAN, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG M CHLOVI C AND
BENNI NGHOFF, JUNE 11, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, JUNE 11, 1997
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, providing for the powers and duties of

t he Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans Affairs; and naking

a repeal

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 902(12) of Title 51 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

8§ 902. Ceneral powers and duties of Adjutant Ceneral.

The Adjutant Ceneral as head of the departnment is responsible
to the Coormonwealth and to the Governor for the organization and
functioning of said departnent, and the performance and carrying
out of all the duties, powers and responsibilities given or
del egated. In addition he is hereby authorized and directed to:

* * %

(12) Appoint a Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans
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Affairs, who shall serve as the Director of the Bureau for

Veterans' Affairs.
* x *
Section 2. Chapter 17 of Title 51 is repealed and the title
i s amended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 17
STATE VETERANS COWM SS| ON
AND DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL
FOR VETERANS AFFAI RS
Subchapt er
A. State Veterans' Conm ssion
B. Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans Affairs
SUBCHAPTER A
STATE VETERANS COWM SS| ON
Sec.
1701. Definitions.
1702. State Veterans' Conm ssion.
1703. Ceneral powers and duti es.
1704. Specific powers and duti es.
§ 1701. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmission.” The State Veterans' Comm ssion established by
this chapter
§ 1702. State Veterans' Conmi ssion.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
department an advi sory conmi ssion to be known as the State
Vet erans' Conmi ssi on.

(b) Conposition.--The conmm ssion shall be conposed of:
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(1) The Adjutant General, ex officio, or his designee.
(2) The State commander, commandant or head, or his
desi gnee, of each of the follow ng nanmed veterans'
or gani zati ons:
(i) The American Legion.
(ii) AWETS.
(ti1) Blinded Veterans Associ ation.
(iv) Catholic War Veterans of the United States of
Aneri ca.
(v) Disabled Amrerican Veterans.
(vi) Jewish War Veterans of the United States.
(vii) Marine Corps League.
(viii) Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart.
(ix) State Association of County Directors of
Veterans' Affairs.
(x) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
(xi) Veterans of World War | of the United States of
Anerica, |nc.
(xii) Italian-Anerican War Veterans of the United
States, Inc.
(xiii) The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, |nc.
(xiv) American Ex-Prisoners of War.
(3) Four nmenbers at |arge appointed by the Governor from
a list provided by the Adjutant Ceneral, each of whom shal
be a veteran and a nenber in good and regul ar standing of a
Pennsyl vani a branch, post, |odge or club of a recognized
nati onal veterans' organization active in this Conmonweal t h.
At | east one nmenber shall be a fenmale veteran and at | east
one nenber shall be a veteran of the Vietnamera. Menbers at

| arge shall serve a termof four years and until a successor
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has been appoi nt ed.

(4) The State Adjutants of the Anmerican Legion, the

Di sabl ed American Veterans (DAV) and the Veterans of Foreign

wars (VFW, as nonvoting menbers.

(c) Oficers.--The conm ssion shall annually elect a
chai rman and vice chairman at the first neeting of the
commi ssion after COctober 1. The Deputy Adjutant CGeneral for
Veterans' Affairs shall serve as the executive secretary to the
commi ssi on.

(d) Conpensation and expenses. --Menbers of the comm ssion
shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal
receive reinbursenment for their necessary and proper expenses
for attendance at neetings.

(e) Meetings and quorum --The conm ssion shall neet upon the
call of the chairman or the Adjutant CGeneral. N ne nenbers of
t he comm ssion shall constitute a quorum

(f) Declared vacancies.--The Governor, upon reconmendation
of the Adjutant General, shall declare a vacancy to exi st
whenever any nenber at large fails to attend three consecutive
nmeeti ngs w thout good cause. Any decl ared vacancy shall be
filled for the unexpired term
§ 1703. GCeneral powers and duti es.

The conmm ssion shall advise the Adjutant General and the
departnment on all nmatters pertaining to the status, welfare,
benefits, enploynent and support of veterans and veterans'
prograns in this Commonweal th and shall perform such ot her
functions as are provided by |aw.

§ 1704. Specific powers and duties.
The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Advise the Adjutant General upon such matters as the
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Adj ut ant General nay bring before it.

(2) Investigate the work of the departnent and meke
recommendations to it regarding the departnent's
adm nistration of the laws providing for the paynent of
pensions and relief, for the marking of graves of veterans
and for the selection, acquisition and mai ntenance of a State
Mlitary Cenetery.

(3) Investigate and recomrend to the Governor
| egi slation for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning
veterans and their activities.

(4) Oversee veterans' energency assi stance paynents
under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans' energency
assi st ance).

(5) Certify educational gratuity paynments for eligible
chil dren under Chapter 87 (relating to educational gratuity
program .

(6) Determne eligibility of veteran applicants for real
property tax exenptions under Chapter 89 (relating to
di sabl ed veterans' real estate tax exenption).

(7) Promulgate rules and regul ati ons governing al
actions of the comm ssion under paragraphs (4), (5) and (6).

SUBCHAPTER B
DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL
FOR VETERANS AFFAI RS

Sec.

1711. Qualifications and status.

1712. Specific duties.

§ 1711. CQualifications and status.

(a) Deputy Adjutants General.--1n addition to such other

30 Deputy Adjutants General as may be nanmed in the departnent,
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there shall be a Deputy Adjutant CGeneral for Veterans Affairs,
who shall performthe duties under section 1712 (relating to
speci fic duties) and such other duties as the Adjutant Ceneral
may assi gn.

(b) Appointnment.--The Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans
Affairs shall be selected and appoi nted as ot her Deputy
Adj utants General are selected and appoi nted. He shall be a
veteran and an active nmenber of at |east one of the veterans'
organi zations |isted under section 1702(b) (relating to State
Vet erans' Conmm ssi on).

(c) Conpensation.--The conpensation of the Deputy Adjutant
CGeneral for Veterans Affairs shall be as established by | aw

(d) Status.--The Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans
Affairs shall be accorded all the rights, enolunents and
privil eges, except pay and al |l owances, of a brigadier general in
t he Pennsyl vania Guard and shall be addressed as "general ."

§ 1712. Specific duties.

In addition to such other duties as may be provided by | aw or
as assigned by the Adjutant Ceneral, the Deputy Adjutant General
for Veterans Affairs shall have the follow ng specific duties:

(1) To recomrend to the Adjutant Ceneral and the

Governor, with the advice of the State Veterans' Comm ssion

new | egi sl ati on and anmendnents to existing statutes

concerning veterans and their activities for consideration by

t he General Assenbly.

(2) To cooperate with all Federal and State departnents
and agencies in the interest of veterans.

(3) To aid in filing and prosecuting clains of
Pennsyl vani a' s veterans and their dependents under Federal or

State laws or regul ations.
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(4) To aid veterans in seeking enpl oynent or
reenpl oynent after their honorabl e discharge fromthe arned
forces of the United States.

(5) To aid veterans requiring nedical care in securing
hospitalization provided by a Federal or State nedical or
care facility.

(6) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or
conpensabl e veterans in educational institutions or
vocational training institutions for which they may be
eligible by | aw

(7) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of
Education with respect to vocational training prograns for
veterans, particularly progranms suited to casualties.

(8) To administer relief provided by the Commonweal th
for veterans and their dependents.

(9) To administer the distribution under the direction
of the Adjutant General of any conpensation to veterans or
t heir dependents that has been or nay be granted by the
Conmonweal t h.

(10) To investigate the work of other State agencies in
adm nistering | aws affecting veterans and their dependents.

(11) To investigate, conpile and maintain conplete and
accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the
United States and all State and municipal activities rel ated
t heret o.

(12) To conpile fromthe records transmtted fromthe
various counties of this Commonwealth a record of the burial
pl aces in this Commonweal th of deceased veterans, including
such information as the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans

Affairs or his designee deens necessary and appropri ate.
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1 (13) To dissem nate information concerning

2 Pennsyl vani a' s veterans and Pennsylvania' s veterans' prograns
3 to veterans' organizations, to the public press and ot her

4 medi a and to the general public.

5 (14) To biannually submt, through the Adjutant General,
6 to the Governor a report of State activities on behal f of

7 vet er ans.

8 (15) To serve as a clearinghouse for all problens or

9 i ssues related to Pennsylvania' s veterans and their

10 dependent s.

11 (16) To serve as Executive Secretary of the State

12 Vet erans' Conmi ssi on.

13 Section 3. Section 1412 of the act of April 9, 1929

14 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929, is
15 repeal ed.

16 Section 4. This act shall take effect imedi ately.

D29L51JLW 19970H1633B2035 - 8 -



