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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 105355

| NTRODUCED BY EVANS, JOSEPHS, M HALI CH, THOVAS, TRELLO, MELI G,
PETRARCA, M CALL, LAUGHLI N, BOSCOLA, YOUNGBLOCD, RAMIS,
CAPPABI ANCA, HALUSKA, MJUNDY, DERMCDY, ROONEY, DelLUCA, BEBKG
JONES, WALKO, BELARDI, PRESTON, BLAUM SANTONI, CURRY, SURRA,
SHANER, | TKIN, VAN HORNE AND TRI CH, MARCH 25, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 25, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L. 1166, No.274),
entitled "An act establishing the Pennsylvania Conm ssion on

Crime and Del i nquency, providing for its powers and duties

establishing several advisory comrittees within the

comm ssion and providing for their powers and duties,"

authorizing a crinme prevention program and providing for

techni cal and financial assistance to | aw enforcenent

agenci es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The preanble of the act of Novenber 22, 1978
(P.L.1166, No.274), referred to as the Pennsyl vani a Com ssi on
on Crime and Delinquency Law, is anended to read:

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:

(a) crime and delinquency are essentially State and | ocal
pr obl ens;

(b) crime and delinquency are conpl ex social phenonena
requiring the attention and efforts of the crimnal justice

system State and | ocal governnents, and private citizens alike;
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(c) the establishnent of appropriate goals, objectives and
standards for the reduction of crine and delinquency and for the
adm ni stration of justice nust be a priority concern;

(d) the functions of the crimnal justice system nmust be
coordi nated nore efficiently and effectively;

(e) the full and effective use of resources affecting State
and local crimnal justice systens requires the conplete
cooperation of State and | ocal governnment agencies; [and]

(f) training, research, evaluation, technical assistance and
publ i c education activities nmust be encouraged and focused on
the inmprovenent of the crimnal justice systemand the
generation of new nethods for the prevention and reduction of
crinme and del i nquency[.];

(g) the efforts of | aw enforcenent to conbat the inci dence

of crine are enhanced substantially when communities take steps

to reduce the opportunity for crine through effective police

| eadership in crinme preventi on pl anni ng, public educati on and

t he responsi bl e organi zati on of conmunity resources; and

(h) it is in the public interest for the Commpobnwealth to

establish a central crine preventi on programto provide

| eadershi p and technical and financial assi stance to | aw

enforcenent agencies to develop and nmaintain comunity crine

prevention initiatives.

Section 2. Section 1 of the act, anmended April 30, 1986
(P.L.125, No.38), is anended to read:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Citizens advisory conmttee." A group of not |ess than ten
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private citizens froma nunicipality whose duty shall be to

assi st the servicing | aw enf orcenent agency in developing its

crine preventi on program

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency.
"Crinme prevention.” The elimnation or reduction of the

opportunity for crimnal activity through the initiatives of

agencies of State and | ocal governnent undertaken in cooperation

with menbers of the public.

"CGoverning body." The council in cities, boroughs and

i ncorporated towns, the board of comm ssioners in townshi ps of

the first class, the board of supervisors in townshi ps of the

second cl ass, the | eqgislative policymaki ng body in counties and

home rule nunicipalities or other general purpose units of

gover nnent which nmay be created by the General Assenbly,

i ncludi ng councils of governnent organi zed pursuant to 53

Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to intergover nnent al

cooperation).

"Local | aw enforcenent agency." A | aw enforcenment agency

created by a nmunicipality pursuant to statute.

"Municipality." Every city, borough, county, incorporated

town, township and hone rule nunicipality or other general

pur pose unit of governnent which may be created by the General

Assenbl y, including councils of governnent organi zed pursuant to

53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernnental

cooperation).

"Private citizen." An individual who is not an elected or
appointed official in a branch of governnment of the United
States, the Conmonwealth or a political subdivision.

"State | aw enforcenent agency." The Pennsyl vani a State
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1 Police.

2 Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

3 Section 3.1. Duties of conmission relative to crine prevention.
4 The conmi ssion shall have the power and its duty shall be:

5 (1) To develop Statewide strategies to inplenent crine
6 prevention prograns at the State and |ocal |evel.

7 (2) To review State agency plans to ensure the

8 coordi nation of the delivery of crinme prevention services.

9 (3) To devel op, coordinate and adm nister crine

10 prevention-related training prograns for State and |ocal |aw
11 enf orcenent _agency personnel on current issues and techni ques
12 in the field of crine prevention.

13 (4) To provide |eadership and on-site technical

14 assi stance services to State agencies and | ocal | aw

15 enf orcenent _agencies in devel oping and inplenenting crine

16 prevention prograns.

17 (5) To assure the design, devel opnent and availability
18 of crine prevention materials.

19 (6) To pronote the involvenent of conmunity
20 organi zations in the devel opnent and inplenentation of crine
21 prevention prograns.
22 (7) To submit, on a biennial basis, a report to the
23 Governor _and the CGeneral Assenbly concerning the status of
24 crinme prevention prograns throughout this Conmonwealth.

25 Section 3.2. Crine prevention financial assistance.

26 (a) Applications.--The conm ssion shall solicit and receive

27 applications fromlocal | aw enforcenent agencies for financial

28 assistance to i nplenent crinme preventi on prograns and all ocate

29 State funds to applicants in accordance with the provisions of

30 applicable statutes and requl ati ons.
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(b)Y Pennsylvania State Police applications.--The

Pennsyl vania State Police nay apply for and recei ve fi nanci al

assi stance under the provisions of this section for crine

preventi on prograns i nplenented in those areas of the

Commpnweal th for which the Pennsyl vania State Police serves as

the principal | aw enforcenment agency.

(c) Assurances and plan.--An application for financial

assi stance under the provisions of this section shall contain

assurances that the applicant will subnt sem annual reports on

the progress of its crine prevention activities and will conply

with those requirenents that the conm ssion nmay reasonably

adopt. The application shall also include a crinme prevention

services plan containing, as a mininum all of the foll ow ng

el enent s:

(1) A project plan which i ncludes a goal statenent,

specific project objectives, a project budget statenent, a

description of the quantity and type of resource nmaterials

needed and a project eval uati on net hodol oqgy.

(2) A description of the types of crine prevention

activities proposed to be conducted by the applicant and a

specification of the nature and extent of the direct

partici pati on of community organi zati ons in the proposed

activities.

(3) A description of the nature and extent of

partici pati on by persons representi ng the busi ness conmunity

in the proposed activities and a specification of those

proposed activities which are intended to have an i npact upon

crines affecting the | ocal business conmunity.

(4) A specific identification of the nature and types of

crines upon which the proposed activities are i ntended to
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i npact and the | evel of inpact the activities are projected

to achi eve.

(5) A description of the geographic area w thin which

the proposed activities will be prinarily conduct ed.

(d) Approval of application.--The conm ssi on nay not approve

application for financial assistance under this section

(1) the application has been duly authorized and

approved in witing by the governi ng body of the municipality

served by a | ocal | aw enforcenent agency applicant or by the

Commi ssi oner of the Pennsyl vania State Police in the case of

a State | aw enforcenent agency applicati on; and

(2) the application has been revi ewed and conment ed upon

by an advi sory comm ttee conposed of not | ess than ten

residents of the municipality to be served under the

application. The advisory conmttee referred to in this

par agr aph shall be appoi nted by the governi ng body of the

muni ci pality served by a | ocal | aw enforcenent agency

applicant or by the Conmandi ng O ficer of the Pennsyl vani a

State Police installation for the jurisdiction to be served

in the case of a State | aw enforcenent agency applicati on and

shall be fairly representative of the interests of residents

and business in the nmunicipality.

(e) Allocation of funds.--The conmm ssi on shall nmake

avai |l able not | ess than 80% of the State funds appropri ated

annually for the administration of this section for financi al

assi stance to State and | ocal enforcenent agencies for the

support of nunicipal, county or regional crinme prevention

projects. The funds shall be used to pay 50% of an i ndi vi dual

project's cost, provided the projects are operated under the
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enpl oyee, who has successfully conpl eted those courses of

instruction required by the conm ssion. No one project would be

eligible to receive nore than three years of fundi ng. The

remai ning 50% of a project's funding shall cone froml oca

resources, except that the conm ssion may | ower this requirenent

where the crine prevention programis part of a | ocal econonic

devel opnent initiative and a |lower nmatch is deenmed necessary for

project inplenentation. The 50% match requirenent shall be

wai ved conpletely for a nunicipality determined to be di stressed

under the act of July 10, 1987 (P.L. 246, No.47), known as the

"Muni ci palities Financial Recovery Act." |ndividual counties or

groups of counties acting in concert nay apply for funding to

support countywi de or regional crine prevention plans.

(f) Conmi ssion use of funds.--The conmi ssion nmay retain the

bal ance of the State funds appropriated annually for the

operation of a centralized crinme preventi on program and

admi ni stration of the financial assistance requirenents

contained in this section.

(g) Gant admnistration.--Grants of financial assistance

made under this section shall be subject to the provisions of

section 3(4) and (5).

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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