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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1037 =55

| NTRODUCED BY HUTCHI NSON, MASLAND, ARMSTRONG GEORGE, MELI G
SCHRCDER, LYNCH, FICHTER, NAILOR, FLICK, ZUG WAUGH, LEH
HERSHEY, ROBERTS, FAI RCH LD, FARGO, M LLER, RAYMOND, EGOLF
TULLI, PLATTS, ROHRER, TRELLO, CORRI GAN, BCOSCOLA, CEI ST,
BROWNE, McNAUGHTON, LAUGHLI N AND BARD, MARCH 25, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, MARCH 25, 1997
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for tax increase limtations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article VIII be anmended by adding a section to read:

8 18. Tax increase linitations.

(a) Taxes instituted by the Commobnwealth require the

affirmati ve vote of two-thirds of the nenbers el ected to each

House of the General Assenbly.

(b) Tax rate increases of greater than the inflation rate,

as determned by the United States Departnent of Labor, inposed

by the Commonwealth require the affirnmati ve vote of two-thirds

of the nenbers el ected to each House of the General Assenbly.

(c) Tax base expansi ons i nposed by the Commonwealth require
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the affirmati ve vote of two-thirds of the nmenbers elected to

each House of the General Assenbly.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenents of and is in
conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a.

Section 3. The addition of section 18 of Article VIII of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania shall beconme effective beginning
with the first fiscal year comrenci ng nore than six nonths

foll ow ng approval of this section by the el ectorate.
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