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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 114 =555

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, HALUSKA, JAMES, | TKIN, BUNT, DEMPSEY,
E. Z. TAYLOR, CElI ST, READSHAW STABACK, FICHTER, BAKER,
BELFANTI AND CLYMER, JANUARY 29, 1997

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
APRI L 14, 1997
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an—arendrent AMENDMENTS to the Constitution of the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, further providing FOR JUDI Cl AL

ADM NI STRATI ON AND for retirement of justices, judges and

justices of the peace.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng arenrdrent AMENDMVENTS to the
Constitution of Pennsylvania s ARE proposed in accordance with
Article Xl :

(1) THAT SECTION 10(D) OF ARTI CLE V BE AVENDED TO READ:

§ 10. JUDI Cl AL ADM NI STRATI ON.

* * %

(D) THE CH EF JUSTI CE AND PRESI DENT JUDCGES OF ALL COURTS
W TH [ SEVEN] TWO OR LESS JUDGES SHALL BE THE JUSTI CE OR JUDGE

LONGEST | N CONTI NUOUS SERVI CE ON THElI R RESPECTI VE COURTS; AND I N

THE EVENT OF HI S RESI GNATI ON FROM THI S PCSI TI ON THE JUSTI CE OR
JUDGE NEXT LONGEST | N CONTI NUCUS SERVI CE SHALL BE THE CHI EF
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JUSTI CE OR PRESI DENT JUDGE. THE PRESI DENT JUDGES OF ALL OTHER
COURTS SHALL BE SELECTED FOR FI VE- YEAR TERMS BY THE MEMBERS OF
THEI R RESPECTI VE COURTS, EXCEPT THAT THE PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE
TRAFFI C COURT IN THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A SHALL BE APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR. A CHI EF JUSTI CE OR PRESI DENT JUDGE MAY RESI GN SUCH
POSI TI ON AND REMAIN A MEMBER OF THE COURT. IN THE EVENT OF A TIE
VOTE FOR OFFI CE OF PRESI DENT JUDGE IN A COURT WHI CH ELECTS I TS
PRES| DENT JUDGE, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL APPO NT AS PRESI DENT
JUDGE ONE OF THE JUDGES RECEI VI NG THE H GHEST NUMBER OF VOTES.

* x *

(2) That section 16(b) of Article V be anmended to read: <—
8§ 16. Conpensation and retirenent of justices, judges and

justices of the peace.
* x *
(b) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be

retired [upon attaining] on the |last day of the cal endar year in

which they attain the age of 70 years. Forner and retired
justices, judges and justices of the peace shall receive such
conpensati on as shall be provided by |law. Except as provided by
law, no salary, retirenment benefit or other conpensati on,
present or deferred, shall be paid to any justice, judge or
justice of the peace who, under section 18 or under Article VI,
i s suspended, renoved or barred from holding judicial office for
conviction of a felony or m sconduct in office or conduct which
prejudi ces the proper admnistration of justice or brings the
judicial office into disrepute.

* x *

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this THESE proposed constitutional arenrdrent <—
AMENDMENTS, the Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed <—
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1 imediately to conply with the advertising requirenents of

2 section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and
3 shall transmit the required advertisenents to two newspapers in
4 every county in which such newspapers are published in

5 sufficient tine after passage of this THESE proposed

6 constitutional arerdrent AVENDMENTS.

7 (b) Upon the second passage by the CGeneral Assenbly of this
8 THESE proposed constitutional arenrdrenrt AMENDVENTS, the

9 Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed i Mmediately to

10 conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
11 Xl of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
12 required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in

13 which such newspapers are published in sufficient time after

14 passage of this THESE proposed constitutional arendrent

15 AMENDMENTS. The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall submt this
16 THESE proposed constitutional arenrdrenrt AMENDMVENTS to the

17 qualified electors of this Comonwealth at the first primary,
18 general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three nonths
19 after the proposed constitutional arerdrent—s AMENDVENTS ARE
20 passed by the General Assenbly which neets the requirenents of
21 and is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the
22 Constitution of Pennsylvani a.
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