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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 10  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY LOEPER, RHOADES, JUBEL| RER, HART, SALVATCRE
HELFRI CK, PORTERFI ELD, PUNT, W LLI AM5S AND BODACK
JANUARY 17, 1995

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 17, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for real property tax
assi stance prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 603. 1. Real Property Tax Assi stance Program --(a)

Pur suant to section 2(b) of Article VII|I of the Constituti on of

Pennsyl vani a, the General Assenbly hereby authorizes the board

of public education or the board of school directors of any

school district to establish a programto provide real property

tax assistance to qualified owners of real estate within the

school district.

(b) (1) The real property tax assi stance program shal
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require that each eliqgible clainmnt provide the school district

with up to fifty (50) hours of work in positions designated by

the school district in return for a reduction of the real

property tax on a clainmant's honestead not to exceed five

hundred dol |l ars ($500).

(2) The real property tax assi stance proqram shall apply

only to real property taxes on an eligible claimant's honest ead.

For purposes of this act, an eligible taxpayer's honestead is

real property which qualifies as a honestead under the act of

March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Ctizens

Rebat e and Assi stance Act," except real property which is rented

or leased to the eliqgible taxpayer.

(c) The programof real property tax assi stance shal

i ncorporate wi thout change the definitions in subsection (f) and

may i ncorporate provisions of the "Senior Ctizens Rebate and

Assi stance Act," or such other standards as the board may

approve. No noneys received fromthe Conmobnweal th shall be used

to support this program

(d) The Departnent of Education shall pronul gate regul ati ons

regardi ng the conduct of tax assi stance prograns established

pursuant to this section to i nclude standards and ot her

eligibility criteria, including, but not limted to, crim nal

hi story background checks, for positions in which participants

will be enpl oyed.

(e) The board of public education or the board of school

directors of any school district shall, by resol ution,

pronul gate requl ati ons to carry out the provisions of this

section consistent with applicable reqgul ati ons adopted by the

Depart ment of Educati on.

(f) As used in this section:
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(1) "daimant" shall nean a cl ai mant under the act of WMarch

11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Ctizens Rebate

and Assi stance Act," whether or not a claimis filed under that

act. (i) Except as provided under subclause (ii), a clai mant

shal|l have a household i ncome equal to or | ess than two hundred

(200) per centum of the nmaxi num househol d i ncone necessary to

qualify for a property tax rebate or rent rebate under the

"Senior Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act." (ii) A school

district may establish a nmaxi num househol d i ncone for qualifying

for the real property tax assi stance program which is | ower than

t he maxi mum househol d i ncome provi ded for under subcl ause (i).

The resol uti on specifically adopting the real property tax

assi stance program shall state the | ower nmaxi num househol d

incone. |If the resolution does not state a | ower naxi mum

househol d i ncone, the nmaxi num househol d i ncone provi ded under

subcl ause (i) shall apply to the school district.

(2) "lIncone" shall nean all incone, from whatever source

derived, including, but not limted to, salaries, wages,

bonuses, conm ssions, i ncone from sel f-enpl oynent, alinony,

support noney, cash public assistance and relief, the gross

anount of any pensions or annuities, including railroad

retirenent benefits, all benefits recei ved under State

unenpl oynent i nsurance | aws and veterans' disability paynents,

all interest received fromthe Federal Governnment or any state

governnent or any instrunentality or political subdivision

thereof, realized capital gains, rentals, workers' conpensati on

and the gross anount of |oss of tine, insurance benefits, life

i nsurance benefits and proceeds (except for the first five

t housand doll ars ($5,000) of the total of death benefit

paynents), and gifts of cash or property (other than transfers
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by gift between nenbers of a household) in excess of a total

value of five hundred dollars ($500). The termshall not include

any benefits recei ved under the Social Security Act (49 Stat.

620, 42 U.S.C. 8 301 et seq.) and shall not include surplus food

or other relief in kind supplied by a governnental agency or

property tax or rent rebate or inflation dividends.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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