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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 368 e

I NTRODUCED BY O BRI EN, McGEEHAN AND BUTKOVI TZ, NAY 8, 1996

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
AS AVENDED, MAY 13, 1996

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

A RESOLUTI ON
i DI RECTI NG THE HEALTH AND HUVAN <—
SERVI CES COMM TTEE to study changes in the delivery of
nursing services and the resulting inpact on the quality of
acute care in this Commonwealth.
WHEREAS, There is reason to believe that hospitals in this
Commonweal th are replacing nurses with less trained, |ower paid
ai des; and
WHEREAS, A recent investigation has reveal ed evi dence of
severe adverse effect on health care in this Commonweal th as a
result of this "downskilling"; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives hereby establish <—
a—seleet—commttee D RECT THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES <—
COW TTEE to study changes in the delivery of nursing services

and the resulting inpact on the quality of acute care iAthis <—
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COVMONVEALTH, AND BE | T FURTHER
RESOLVED, That the seleet—commttee HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES <—
COW TTEE shal | :
(1) Exam ne the extent of enforcenent and viol ation of
current regul ati ons and standards of nursing practice.
(2) Examine the extent to which the hospital
accreditation process adequately considers the "downskilling"
of acute care providers.
(3) Exam ne the adverse effect of this practice on the
capacity of physicians to render quality acute care.
(4) Examine nurse/patient ratios and their significance
for medical care
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Health, the State Board of
Nursing and all other agencies of the Comonweal th shall provide
assi stance upon request as the seleet—eommttee HEALTH AND HUVAN <—
SERVI CES COMWM TTEE may deem appropriate; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the eemmttee HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES <—
COW TTEE may hol d hearings, take testinmony and nmake its
i nvestigations at such places as it deens necessary in this
Commonweal th. Each nenber of the committee shall have the power
to admini ster oaths and affirmations to w tnesses appearing
before the conmttee; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the eemmttee HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES <—
COMW TTEE nmake a report of its findings and recomendations to

t he House of Representatives on or before Novenber 30, 1996.
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