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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Local Governnent Comm ssion to determ ne the

feasibility of inplenmenting a centralized records systemon a

county | evel.

VWHEREAS, Statistics have shown that crine in this
Commonweal th fromthe period 1973 to 1993 increased 27% and

WHEREAS, Violent crinmes during that sanme period increased
52% and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th has 1, 205 | ocal police departnents
across the State; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of full-time police officers over that
t wo- decade span decreased by 1,361; and

WHEREAS, Local governnments have struggled to continue to fund
police services for their communities and often have to reduce
or elimnate altogether funding for other |ocal prograns; and

WHEREAS, The strained finances of municipal governnents

conbined with a | ack of assistance from State governnent has

| eft nost local police forces |acking many of the resources that



1 would be beneficial in their fight against crinme; and

2 WHEREAS, The ability of |local police to access infornmation
3 available to themin an expeditious manner is vital to their

4 crime-fighting efforts; and

5 WHEREAS, Conputerized central records repositories would

6 prove to be an inval uable asset for police; and

7 WHEREAS, County sheriffs' departnments presently have access
8 to databases such as the National Crine Information Center and
9 the Conmmonweal th Law Enforcenent Assistance Network; therefore
10 be it
11 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Local
12 Governnment Conm ssion to undertake a study to determ ne the
13 feasibility and cost of devel oping and inplenenting a
14 conputerized central records repository in each of the county
15 sheriff's departnents to which |ocal police departnents woul d
16 have access.
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