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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 204 5

I NTRODUCED BY PETRONE AND WOGAN, SEPTEMBER 19, 1995

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
AS AVENDED, OCTOBER 17, 1995
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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Uban Affairs Commttee to inquire into the
practices of municipal authorities.

WHEREAS, The Municipal Authorities Act of 1945 permts any
county, city, borough, incorporated town, township or school
district of the Commonweal th, acting singly or jointly with one
or nore other |ocal governnments, to organize an authority; and

WHEREAS, Today there exists over 2,000 active nunici pal
authorities in Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Muni ci pal authorities in Pennsylvania were devi sed
as a vehicle for acconplishing public purposes not possible or
practical through direct action of counties, nunicipalities and

school districts, as well as to insulate public services from

political abuses; and
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WHEREAS, In recent years there have been perceived probl ens
wi th actual or alleged abuses by ether nunicipal authorities in <—
t hi s Cormonweal t h; and

VWHEREAS, There have al so been concerns raised as to the
accountability of a municipal authority, its board nenbers and
its enployees to the nmunicipality that created the authority and
the general public which ultimately pays for the authority's
expenditures; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Urban
Affairs Commttee to conduct an inquiry into the practices of
muni ci pal authorities in Pennsylvania as well as to conduct a
t hor ough review of the Municipal Authorities Act and to propose
any changes to that act it deens appropriate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take

testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens

necessary in this Commonweal t h. H—mayi+ssue—subpeenras—udnder—the <—

by—thetaws—ofthis Commpnwealth—i+n-such—ease—~ Each nmenber of
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the comm ttee shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings

and recomrendations to the full House of Representatives no
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| at er than Septenber 30, 1996.
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