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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 182 5

I NTRODUCED BY MAYERN K, BOSCOLA, YOUNGBLOOD, ROBERTS, CLYMER
SHANER, Tl GUE, STABACK, M HALICH, TRELLO, HALUSKA, B. SM TH
DALEY, FARGO, FICHTER, SCHULER, VAN HORNE, BEBKO- JONES,
LESCOVI TZ, PESCI, WALKO, KING COY, SCHRODER, 4 G.IOITI,
MARKGOSEK, DRUCE, PITTS, READSHAW CORRI GAN, MANDERI NG,

O BRI EN, HERSHEY, HESS, HENNESSEY, RUBLEY, JOSEPHS, BELARDI,
FARMER, L. |. COHEN, DONATUCCI, TRAVAG.I O, ROBI NSON, LAUGHLI N
AND | TKI'N, JUNE 21, 1995

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 21, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON
Honoring the Superior Court on its 100th Anniversary.

WHEREAS, In 1895, the CGeneral Assenbly established the
Superior Court to hear appeals fromcertain decisions of the
courts of conmmon pleas of this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Fromtinme to tine the General Assenbly and the
Suprene Court have expanded the court's jurisdiction, and today
it decides appeal s touching al nost every aspect of |ife and
commerce in this Commonweal th, including famly matters, such as
child custody, visitation, adoption, divorce and support,
crimnal cases, matters concerning wills and estates, property
di sputes and those invol ving damages for breach of contract or
personal injury; and

WHEREAS, In 1968 the voters of this Commobnweal th adopt ed

constitutional anendnments making the Superior Court a



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

constitutional court; and

WHEREAS, Judges of the court are al so responsible for hearing
applications made by the Attorney General and district attorneys
under the Wretapping and El ectronic Surveillance Control Act,
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 57 (relating to wiretapping and el ectronic
surveillance); and

WHEREAS, The Superior Court is often the final arbiter of
| egal disputes in this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Although the Suprenme Court may grant a petition for
an appeal from a decision of the Superior Court, in the |arge
maj ority of cases such petitions are denied; and

WHEREAS, Appeals allowed to the United States Suprenme Court
are even nore infrequent; and

WHEREAS, The Superior Court was originally conposed of seven
j udges who sat together to hear every case; and

WHEREAS, In 1978, the Suprenme Court, citing the "exceedingly

heavy vol unme of appeals comng to the Superior Court," exercised
its constitutional supervisory powers over the courts of this
Commonweal th and aut hori zed the Superior Court to sit in panels
of three judges, conposed of a Suprene Court justice, a Superior
Court judge and a common pleas judge to handle a significant
nunber of hom cide cases transferred to the Superior Court; and
WHEREAS, By rule, the Suprene Court provided that a three-
j udge panel and would constitute a quorum and speak for the
entire Superior Court, permtting panels of Superior Court
judges to resolve cases filed in this court; and
WHEREAS, In 1979, the voters approved an amendnent to the
Constitution of Pennsylvania providing that the Superior Court

m ght be enl arged permanently; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to this constitutional change, the Ceneral
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Assenbly in 1980 provided for the gubernatorial appointnment of
ei ght additional judges; and

WHEREAS, By the start of 1986, all 15 Superior Court seats
had been filled by election; and

WHEREAS, Under statute, judges gain seniority by |length of
conti nuous service on the court, with elected judges receivVving
seniority over those serving by appointnent; and

WHEREAS, Judges el ected or appoi nted together determ ne
seniority by lot; and

WHEREAS, The president judge is chosen by election of the
court to serve a five-year term and

WHEREAS, Except for cases in which the court specially orders
consi deration by an en banc panel of nine judges, the court
continues to sit in three-judge panels, assisted by senior
j udges specially appointed by the Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, The Superior Court of Pennsylvania is one of the
busi est internmedi ate appellate courts in this country; and

WHEREAS, The Superior Court had over 7,500 appeals filed |ast
year, yet the court remains current with a nmean di sposition tine
of less than 10 nonths; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives congratul ate the
Superior Court on its 100th Anniversary for its |long and
honorabl e service to the judicial systemand the citizens of

this Commonweal t h.
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