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AN ACT

1  Amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
2     Statutes, further providing for general requirements for
3     school buses.

4     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

5  hereby enacts as follows:

6     Section 1.  Section 4552 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania

7  Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding a subsection to read:

8  § 4552.  General requirements for school buses.

9     * * *

____________________10     (d.1)  Seat belts.--

_______________________________________________________11         (1)  Every school bus shall be equipped with seats of a

______________________________________________________12     minimum seat back height of 28 inches, or 24 inches as

____________________________________________________________13     measured from the seating reference point, and seat belts of

_________________________________________________________14     the lap-belt type for each seating position on the bus or

_________________________________________________________15     other child restraint systems that are in conformity with

_________________________________________________________16     applicable Federal standards. The requirements under this

____________________________________________________________17     subsection are mandated according to the following schedule:



__________________________________________________1             (i)  School buses may be equipped with these seats

________________________________________2         and seat belts on or after July 1, 1997.

_____________________________________________________3             (ii)  Every new school bus purchased and manufactured

______________________________________________________4         after July 1, 1998, shall be equipped with these seats

_______________5         and seat belts.

_________________________________________________6             (iii)  By July 1, 2000, every school bus shall be

_________________________________________7         equipped with these seats and seat belts.

_____________________________________________________8         (2)  Beginning on September 1 of the second year next

_____________________________________________________9     following the effective date of this subsection, each

___________________________________________________________10     passenger on a school bus which is equipped with seat belts

________________________________________________________11     shall wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat belt or

_______________________________________________________12     other child restraint system that is in conformity with

_____________________________________________________________13     applicable Federal standards at all times while the bus is in

__________14     operation.

________________________________________________________15         (3)  The department shall adopt regulations implementing

________________16     this subsection.

17     * * *

18     Section 2.  This act shall take effect immediately.
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