PRINTER S NO. 3812

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 27 725"

| NTRODUCED BY CARONE, M LLER, RUBLEY, SHANER, HENNESSEY, RAMCS,
SAYLOR, YOUNGBLOOD AND TRUE, JUNE 21, 1996

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 21, 1996
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for vehicle Iighting

requi renents, for tire equipnment and traction surfaces, for

rearview mrrors and for bunpers; and providing for vehicle

chassis and battery requirenents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4303 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:
8§ 4303. Ceneral lighting requirements.

* * %

(9)  Aimof head |anps.--

(1) Upper beam

(i) The horizontal ai mof the upper beam shall be no

nmore than four inches to the left nor four inches to the

right.

(ii) The vertical aimof the upper beam shall be no

hi gher than zero i nches up nor |ower than four inches
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(2) Low beam

(i) The horizontal aimof the | ow beam shall be no

nore than four inches to the left nor four inches to the

right.

(ii) The vertical aimof the | ow beam shall be no

hi gher than two i nches up nor | ower than four inches

Section 2. Sections 4525(a), 4534 and 4536 of Title 75 are
amended to read:
8§ 4525. Tire equi pment and traction surfaces.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No vehicle shall be operated on the
hi ghway unl ess the vehicle is equipped with tires of a type,
si ze and construction approved by the departnment for the vehicle
and unless the tires are in a safe operating condition as
determ ned in accordance with regul ati ons of the departnent,

except that conmercial inplenments of husbandry may be equi pped

with tires marked for nonhi ghway use. Tire treads nay not extend

beyond the outer edge of the wheel housing or nake contact w th

the body or chassis of the vehicle.

* * %

§ 4534. Rearview mrrors.

No person shall operate a notor vehicle or conbination on a
hi ghway unl ess the vehicle or conbination is equipped with at
| east one mrror, or simlar device, which provides the driver
an unobstructed view of the highway to the rear of the vehicle
or conbination. This section shall not apply to any speci al
nobi | e equi prent, conmercial inplenment of husbandry or inpl enent
of husbandry that is not so equi pped by the original

manufacturer. In all cases, any outside mrror, if equi pped on

the notor vehicle or conbination by the origi nal nmanufacturer,
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must be attached.

§ 4536. Bunpers.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person shall operate any vehicle upon

a highway wi thout bunpers of a type specified by regul ati ons of
the departnent in both the front and rear unless the vehicle was
originally designed and manufactured to be used w thout bunpers.
This section shall not apply to any special nobile equipnent,
commerci al inplenment of husbandry or inplenment of husbandry that
is not so equipped by the original manufacturer. The driver of a
commerci al inplenment of husbandry equi pped with vehi cul ar hazard
signal |anps shall use the signals when the vehicle is traveling
bel ow the speed limt on any highway if the vehicle is not

equi pped with a rear bunper.

(b) Bunper requirenents. --

(1) A vehicle shall be equi pped with bunpers of a type

used as origi nal equi pnent, securely attached to the chassis

or frane. Sone part of the main hori zontal bunper bar,

excl usi ve of any bunper guards, on passenger vehicles and

light trucks shall fall within the limts specified under

paragraph (2). |If the bunper height, relative to the frane

rail, has been altered, or if a vehicle was not originally

equi pped with a front or rear bunper or a suppl enmental bunper

has been added, or if the nmanufacturer's specified bunper has

been repl aced with a bunper not identical to the

manuf acturer's specified bunper, the hei ght neasurenent shal

be nade to the bottom of the forenpst portion of the frane

rail, or to the original nounting brackets, whichever is

(2) The limts as specified under paraqgraph (1) are as
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1 Vehicle type Front bunper Rear bunper

2 or frame or frame

3 Passenger cars 22 inches 22 _inches

4 Trucks and ot her vehicles,

5 excl usive of passenger cars

6 5, 000 pounds_or |ess

7 gross vehicle weight rating 24 inches 26 _inches

8 5,001 - 7,000 pounds

9 gross vehicle weight rating 27 inches 29 inches

10 7,001 - 9,000 pounds

11 gross vehicle weight rating 28 inches 30 inches

12 Trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating over 9,000 _pounds
13 shall neet the sane requirenents for front bunper hei ght as
14 that |isted for vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating
15 of 7,001 pounds - 9,000 pounds.

16 (c) Rear end protection.--Rear end protection shall be

17 afforded as required in 49 CFR 393.86 (relating to rear _end

18 protection).

19 Section 3. Title 75 is anended by addi ng sections to read:
20 § 4537. Chassis.
21 (a) Ceneral rule.--No notor _vehicle may be operated on a
22 highway unless the requirenents under subsections (b), (c), (d)
23 and (e) are net.
24 (b) Modtor nounts.--A notor nount nmay not be cracked or
25 broken.
26 (c) Body nounts.--A body nount may not be m ssing, broken or
27 in_a deteriorated condition.
28 (d) Spacers.--Spacers may not be used to_increase whee
29 track.
30 (e) Suspension system--Shackle Iift kits or bl ocks may not
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be used to raise or | ower the suspensi on.

§ 4538. Batteries.

No person shall drive any notor vehicle unless the vehicle's

as origi nal equi pnent.

1
2
3
4 battery is securely fastened with a device sinmlar to that used
5
6

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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