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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2325 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY BROWN, HUTCHI NSON, LYNCH, FAIRCH LD, TIGUE
ARGALL, CLYMER, ARMSTRONG CRUPPO, BAKER, Cl VERA, SATHER
PETTI T, JADLOWEC, CLARK, FARGO COWNELL, LEH, SAYLOR,

D. W SNYDER, DENT, S. H SM TH, SHEEHAN, STERN, ADOLPH
J. TAYLOR, MANDERI NO, BATTI STO, GEI ST AND KENNEY,
JANUARY 31, 1996

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 31, 1996
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AN ACT
Est abli shing the D stance Learning Task Force to formulate State

di stance |l earning policy; and conferring powers and duties on

the task force and the Departnent of Educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Di stance
Learni ng Task Force Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Di stance learning." Instruction which utilizes various

forms of telecomrunications or other advanced conputer
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technol ogy to enable instructors to communi cate with students at
one or nore geographically separate |ocations by neans of one-
way or two-way video, audio or data transm ssions.

"Interactive tel ecommuni cations.” The di ssem nation or
carriage of information or prograns using audi o, video,
graphics, data or any conbination thereof to allow persons at
geographically separate | ocations to comruni cate and share
i nformati on.

"School entity." A school district, intermediate unit or
area vocational -techni cal school

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonwealth.

"Technol ogy.” Any technical or scientific nethod of sending,
receiving, storing, packaging or assimlating audio, video,
graphics, data or any conbination thereof by neans of
el ectromagneti ¢ signal and any equi pnent, processes and
facilities used for that purpose.

Section 3. Establishment of the task force.

The secretary shall establish a Statew de task force on
i nteractive tel econmuni cations, technol ogy and di stance | earni ng
within the departnent. The task force shall be representative of
t he vari ous educational program providers and users of this
technol ogy, as well as public and private entities that provide
t hese services.

Section 4. Powers and duties of the task force.

The purpose of the task force shall be to:

(1) Make recomrendations to encourage coordination of

State and regi onal agencies in providing | eadership for

i nteractive tel econmuni cations, technol ogy and di stance

| ear ni ng.

(2) Exam ne various delivery systens used to expand

19960H2325B3013 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

course offerings to students.

(3) Make recommendations concerning staff devel opnent.

(4) WMake recomrendations to pronote the availability of
di stance |l earning to unserved regions through an equitable
access process.

(5) Make recommendations to encourage and expand the
coordi nation of interactive tel ecommunications and technol ogy
bet ween school entities, postsecondary institutions and
l'i braries.

(6) Make recomrendations to encourage interaction
bet ween public and private tel econmuni cati ons provi ders and
users.

(7) Ildentify various interactive tel econmunications and
technol ogi es that neet the needs of school entities.

(8) Make recomendations to facilitate awareness of
di stance | earni ng prograns.

(9) Make recomrendations to enhance the inplenentation
of the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L.248, No.45), known as the
Educati onal Resource Sharing Through D stance Learning Act.

(10) Make recommendations for the use of distance
| earni ng grants authorized under section 2597 of the act of
March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public Schoo
Code of 1949.

Section 5. Menbership and neeti ngs.

(a) Conposition.--The nmenbership of the task force shall be
designated by the secretary. The secretary or his designee shal
serve as chairman. The nenbership shall include, but not be
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Representatives of school entities, including

representatives of rural and urban school entities.
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1 (2) Representatives of local comunities and Statew de
2 or gani zati ons.

3 (3) Representatives of postsecondary institutions and
4 conti nui ng education prograns.

5 (4) Representatives of the tel ecomunications industry.
6 (5) A representative fromthe Governor's Ofice.

7 (6) Four nmenbers fromthe General Assenbly.

8 (b) Establishnent.--The task force shall be established by
9 February 1, 1996, and shall issue a report by Novenber 1, 1996.
10 The report shall be nade to the Governor and issued to the

11 General Assenbly.

12 (c) Meetings.--The task force shall neet as needed to

13 fulfill the purposes provided in section 4. The nmenbers shal

14 receive no paynent for their services. Menbers who are not

15 enployees of a school entity or State governnent shall be

16 reinbursed for expenses incurred in the course of their official
17 duties.

18 Section 6. Departnent.

19 The Departnent of Education and other appropriate
20 admnistrative agencies under the jurisdiction of the Governor
21 shall provide technical assistance and staffing for the task
22 force.
23 Section 7. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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