PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2014 PRI NTER S NO. 2948

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1689 e

| NTRODUCED BY READSHAW G GLI OTTI, ROBI NSON, WALKO, HALUSKA,
CORRI GAN, COLAI ZZO, DelLUCA, TRELLO M COZZIE, M N WRI GHT,
WOGAN, BEBKO- JONES AND BOSCOLA, JUNE 5, 1995

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 13, 1995

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222),
entitled, as anended, "An act prohibiting certain practices
of discrimnation because of race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, age or national origin by enployers, enploynent
agenci es, | abor organi zations and others as herein defined;
creating the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Comm ssion in the
Governor's Ofice; defining its functions, powers and duties;
provi ding for procedure and enforcenent; providing for
formul ati on of an educational programto prevent prejudice;
providing for judicial review and enforcenent and inposing
penal ties,” further providing for the powers of the
Pennsyl vani a Hunan Rel ati ons Commri ssion relating to
assi gnment of students and for educational prograns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8 of the act of Cctober 27, 1955
(P.L.744, No.222), known as the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons
Act, anended Decenber 20, 1991 (P.L.414, No.51), is anended to
read:

Section 8. Educational Program --

The Commi ssion, in cooperation with the Departnment of

Education, is authorized to [prepare a conprehensive] recomend



a multicultural educational program designed for the students

of the schools in this Commponwealth and for all other residents

t hereof, WTH EMPHASI S ON FOREI GN CULTURAL AND LANGUAGE STUDI ES,

AS VELL AS ON THE BASI C, SHARED PRECEPTS AND PRI NCI PLES OF

pronote cul tural UNDERSTANDI NG AND appreci ati on and to further

1
2
3
4
5 UNI TED STATES CULTURE, in order to [elim nate prejudi ce against]
6
7 good will anobng all persons, without regard to race, color,

8 famlial status, religious creed, ancestry, age, sex, national

9 origin, handicap or disability.

10 Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

11 Section 8.2. Additional Powers and Duties.--(a) The

12 Conmmi ssion shall fornulate voluntary recommendati ons desi gned to

13 assist educational institutions in elimnating prejudi ce and

14 fostering appreciation of diversity.

15 (b)Y The Conm ssion shall not have any authority to order any

16 school district or other governing entities that—wuld TO
17 require studentstobeassignedtoanyscheol—other thanthe
18 school—<¢closest totheir—home of appropriate gradelevel—TFhe

20 ; Hgi-en; ; ;

21 erigihA— A STUDENT TO BE ASSI GNED | NVOLUNTARILY TO ANY SCHOQOL,

22 OTHER THAN THE SCHOOL OF APPROPRI ATE GRADE LEVEL THAT THE

23 STUDENT QUALIFIES TO ATTEND CLOSEST TO THE STUDENT' S HOVE,

24 SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF A STUDENT'S RACE, RELIG QON, COOR, SEX,

25 ANCESTRY OR NATI ONAL ORI G N. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE FOREGO NG A

26 STUDENT WHO REQUI RES ENGLI SH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE | NSTRUCTI ON

27 MNAY BE ASSI GNED TO ANOTHER SCHOCOL WHERE SUCH | NSTRUCTION |'S

28 AVAI LABLE.

29 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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