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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1656 5

| NTRODUCED BY M COZZI E, DeLUCA, FAI RCH LD, GEORCGE, BROWW,
ARGALL, BELARDI , HERVAN, CAPPABI ANCA, COLAlI ZZO, MCALL
HALUSKA, COY, GODSHALL, LYNCH, SURRA, MELI O, SATHER, MJNDY,
JOSEPHS, RUBLEY, J. TAYLOR, KENNEY, L. |. COHEN, KUKOVI CH
TRELLO, | TKIN, BELFANTI, O BRI EN, HORSEY, WAUGH, WOGAN,
RAYMOND, STABACK, KING GRUPPO, BAKER, LUCYK, GEI ST, ADOLPH
CORNELL, TANGRETTI, BOSCOLA, RAMOS AND SERAFI NI, MNAY 23, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MAY 23, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for a higher education tuition assistance program for
children of firefighters, |aw enforcenent officers and
menbers of the anbul ance services and rescue squads killed in

t he performance of their duties.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that, because firefighters, |aw
enforcenment officers and nenbers of anbul ance services and
rescue squads put their lives on the line every day in the
performance of their duties, this act shall provide a neans of
provi ding their dependent children with a hi gher educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Energency and

Law Enforcenent O ficers' Dependent Children Tuition Assistance

Program Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Conmmunity colleges.” Institutions now or hereafter created

pursuant to Article XIX-A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, or pursuant to
the act of August 24, 1963 (P.L.1132, No.484), known as the
Community Col | ege Act of 1963.

" St at e-owned universities.” The 14 universities of
Pennsyl vani a of the State System of Hi gher Education and their
branches and canpuses.

"State-related universities.” The Pennsylvania State
University, the University of Pittsburgh, Tenple University and
Li ncoln University of the Conmonweal th System of Hi gher
Educati on and their branches or canpuses.

Section 3. Tuition assistance program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a tuition
assi stance program for dependent children of the foll ow ng:

(1) Firefighters who are nmenbers of nunicipal fire
departnments, whether paid or volunteer nenbers, who are
killed in the performance of their duties.

(2) Law enforcenent officers of the Cormonweal th, or any
political subdivision thereof, who are killed in the
performance of their duties.

(3) Menbers of anbul ance services and rescue squads of
t he Comonweal th, or any political subdivision thereof,
whet her paid or vol unteer nenbers, who are killed in the

performance of their duties.
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(b) Credits or paynents.--The tuition assistance program
shall consist of a credit or paynent, by a State-owned
university, State-related university or conmunity coll ege of
this Cormonweal th, of a qualified student's share of tuition,
with reinmbursenment fromthe Conmonweal th going directly to the
St ate-owned or State-related university or community college for
such credits or paynents.

(c) Qualifications.--Any applicant who neets the appropriate
following criteria shall be eligible for tuition assistance
under this act:

(1) The applicant nust be the dependent child of a
firefighter who was a nenber of a nunicipal fire departnent,
whet her as a paid nmenber or as a vol unteer nenber, who was
killed in the performance of his duties as certified under
the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), referred to as
t he Emergency and Law Enforcenment Personnel Death Benefits
Act .

(2) The applicant nust be the dependent child of a |aw
enforcenment officer of the Commonweal th, or a political
subdi vi si on thereof, who was killed in the performance of his
duties as certified under the Emergency and Law Enf orcenent
Personnel Death Benefits Act.

(3) The applicant nust be the dependent child of a
menber of an anbul ance service or rescue squad of the
Commonweal th, or any political subdivision thereof, whether a
pai d or vol unteer nenber, who was killed in the performnce
of his duties as certified under the Energency and Law
Enf orcenent Personnel Death Benefits Act.

(4) The applicant nust be a resident of this

Commpnweal t h.
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(5) The applicant nust be a resident in the area of one
of the local sponsors of the community college, if the
applicant wishes to attend a community coll ege.

(6) The applicant nust nmake an application to the agency
for any other avail able financial assistance.

(7) The applicant nust pursue an academ c curricul um
(d) Limtation.--No applicant or student shall be eligible

for tuition assistance under this act for nore than four
acadeni c years.
Section 4. Reinbursement of tuition assistance.

The agency shall reinburse the State-owned or State-rel ated
uni versity or conmmunity coll ege the anmount of tuition assistance
granted by it pursuant to this act. The reinbursenents shall be
verified by enrollnment and item zed by the student or applicant
for auditing purposes under this act. The rei nbursenents shal
be made annually by the agency to the appropriate university or
community col |l ege.

Section 5. Fundi ng.

The General Assenbly shall annually include in the
appropriation to the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency in the General Appropriation Act an appropriation from
the General Fund in an anount sufficient to nmake tuition
paynents pursuant to this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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