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AN ACT

Designating the Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina)
as the official State reptile of Pennsylvani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Oficial State reptile.

The Eastern Box Turtle is one of the nost common turtles seen
in this Cormonwealth with a range that spans over nost of this
Commonweal th. The Eastern Box Turtles have a m|d disposition,
and many residents have nmade pets out of them This species is
easily recogni zabl e because of its sharply rising done-shaped
upper shell. It is the only turtle in this Comopnweal th that has
a single broad, novable hinge that allows the box turtle to
close tightly, protecting it from predators. The Eastern Box
Turtle is primarily a terrestrial animal and has a long life
span of 40 to 100 years, spending nost of its life living in a
smal | hone range. Because of devel opnment of its natural habitat,

the Eastern Box Turtle is currently decreasing in nunbers. The



Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) is hereby
sel ected, designated and adopted as the official State reptile
of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 2. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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