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AN ACT

Establishing the Ofice of State Fire Comr ssioner as an

i ndependent office; transferring the Vol unteer Loan

Assi stance Program and the State Fire Acadeny to the Ofice

of State Fire Conm ssioner; and nmaking repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the O fice of
State Fire Conm ssioner Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.
"Conmi ssioner.” The State Fire Conm ssioner appointed under
section 4.

"Conmittee.”" The Fire Safety Advisory Comrittee established
under section 7.

"Office." The Ofice of State Fire Conm ssioner established
under section 3.

Section 3. Establishment of Ofice of State Fire Conm ssioner.

The O fice of State Fire Comm ssioner is hereby established
as an i ndependent office.

Section 4. State Fire Conm ssioner.

(a) State Fire Conmi ssioner.--Wthin the office there shal
be the State Fire Conm ssioner, who shall report to the Governor
on all matters concerning fire safety in this Comonweal th. The
conmm ssi oner shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Coordinate the activities of State and | ocal
community interests engaged in fire prevention and contr ol
activities.

(2) Serve as a focal point for information relative to
fires, property damage, injuries and the loss of life.

(3) Dissemnate, through periodic reports, information
about fire prevention efforts and fire control techniques.

(4) Develop and participate in a program of public
i nformati on and education designed to create a public
awar eness of the incidence and the ravages of fire and
nmet hods the individual can take to prevent fires and mnimze
| oss when they occur.

(5) Serve as a central point to support |local efforts

and interests in all matters pertinent to fire prevention and

19950H1085B1974 - 2 -



control

(b) Transfer.--The office shall use, enploy and expend in
connection with the functions, powers and duties in subsection
(a) for the position of the comm ssioner contract obligations,
if any, records, files, property, supplies and equi pnment now
bei ng used or held in connection with such functions, powers and
duti es and the unexpended bal ance of appropriations,
al l ocations, Federal grants and other funds available or to be
made avail able for use in connection with such functions, powers
and duties as previously transmtted to the agency by
Reorgani zation Plan No.5 of 1981 (P.L.612).

(c) Qualifications and appoi ntnent.--The conm ssioner shal
be a person who, by reason of training, experience and
attainment, is qualified to coordinate fire prevention and
control activities. The comm ssioner shall be appointed by the
Governor after consultation with the fire service community AND
W TH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED
TO THE SENATE. The conmi ssioner also shall report to the
Li eutenant Governor on all matters related to the office and
shall act as the Commonwealth's primary representative with the
Statewi de fire service conmunity.

Section 5. Pennsylvania State Fire Acadeny.

(a) Creation.--There is hereby created within the office the
Pennsyl vania State Fire Acadeny, which shall be under the
operational control of the conm ssioner. The agency shal
adm nistratively provide for the erection or construction, the
furni shing, the staffing and the equi pping of the buildings and
structures through the Departnment of General Services and the
| easi ng thereof by the Comonweal th for the use and support of

t he Pennsylvania State Fire Acadeny.
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(b) Transfer.--There are hereby transferred to the office,
to be used, enployed and expended in connection with the
functions, powers and duties authorized in subsection (a),
personnel, contract obligations, if any, records, files,
property, supplies and equi prent now being used or held in
connection with such functions, powers and duties and the
unexpended bal ance of appropriations, allocations, Federal
grants and ot her funds available or to be nade avail able for use
in connection with such functions, powers and duties as
previously transmtted to the agency by Reorgani zation Plan No. 6
of 1981 (P.L.613).

(c) Hazardous chem cal and radioactive material training.--
The Pennsylvania State Fire Acadeny shall serve as the resident
Commonweal t h governnment center for hazardous chem cal and
radi oactive material training. The Pennsylvania State Fire
Acadeny is authorized to use resident and field staff to support
this training.

(d) Firefighter training and certification.--A Statew de
firefighter training programshall be inplenented by the
conmmi ssioner to educate the fire service community about the
i nportance of firefighter health and safety. This program shal
i ncl ude nmeasures designed to increase the nobility of training
courses throughout this Commonweal th, to enhance firefighter
accessibility to training course offerings and to inprove and
expand training for and response capability to enmergencies, with
enphasi s on hazardous materials incidents. The program shal
al so include inplenentation of a firefighter certification
programin accordance with paraneters devel oped by the
conmi ssi oner, consistent with established standards. The

acqui sition of physical resources to enhance Statew de
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capability shall be coordinated by the comm ssioner.
Section 6. Pennsylvania Vol unteer Loan Assi stance Program

(a) Creation.--Wthin the office there shall be a | oan
assi stance program which shall be inplenented by the
conmmi ssi oner, for volunteer agencies, known as the Pennsylvani a
Vol unt eer Loan Assi stance Program which shall make | oans to
vol unteer fire conpanies, vol unteer anbul ance services,
hazardous materials units and vol unteer rescue squads for the
pur pose of establishing or nodernizing facilities to house
firefighting apparatus equi pnent, anbul ances and rescue vehicl es
and for purchasing new firefighting apparatus equi pnent,
anbul ances, rescue vehicles and protective and conmuni cati ons
equi pnent and any ot her accessory equi pnment necessary for the
proper performance of such organizations' duties, as recognized
by the conmunity.

(b) Transfer.--There are hereby transferred to the office,
to be used, enployed and expended in connection with the
functions, powers and duties authorized in subsection (a),
personnel, contractual obligations, if any, nortgages, |iens,
encunbrances and any other secured interests, records, files,
property, supplies and equi pnment now being used or held in
connection with such functions, power and duties and the
expended UNEXPENDED bal ance of appropriations, allocations and <—
ot her funds available or to be nade avail able for use in
connection with such functions, powers and duties as previously
transmtted to the agency by Reorgani zation Plan No.7 of 1981
(P.L.615).

(C REGULATI ONS. - - THE VOLUNTEER LQOAN ASSI STANCE PROGRAM <—
REGULATI ONS FOUND I N 4 PA. CODE CH. 113 ( RELATI NG TO VOLUNTEER
FI RE COVPANY, AMBULANCE SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE) ARE
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HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE OFFI CE FROM THE AGENCY. THE OFFI CE MAY
FULLY | MPLEMENT AND ADM NI STER THOSE REGULATI ONS ON THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT. THE NAME OF THE OFFI CE MAY BE

SUBSTI TUTED FOR THE AGENCY THROUGHOUT THE REGULATI ONS AND THE
REGULATI ONS MAY BE RENUMBERED AND PUBLI SHED I N THE PENNSYLVAN A
BULLETIN AS A FI NAL REGULATI ON W THOUT THOSE REGULATORY CHANCGES
BEI NG SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982
(P.L.633, NO 181), KNOMW AS THE REGULATORY REVI EW ACT.
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Section 7. Fire Safety Advisory Commttee.

=Y
o

(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Fire Safety

=
=

Advi sory Committee to assist the comm ssioner. The commttee

=
N

shal | consi st of nine nenbers, as foll ows:

=
w

(1) The director of the agency, ex officio.

H
o

(2) The conm ssioner, who shall serve as chairmn.

=Y
(63}

(3) Two paid firefighters.

=Y
(e}

(4) One nenber of the public, to be appointed by the

=
\l

Gover nor

=Y
oo

(5) Four volunteer firefighters, one each to be

=
O

appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the

N
o

Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

N
=

Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of

N
N

Represent ati ves.

N
w

Menbers of the conmttee shall serve at the pleasure of their

N
~

appointing authority. The commttee shall advise the

N
(63}

conmi ssioner on matters pertaining to the operation of the

N
(e}

Pennsyl vania State Fire Acadeny and any other matters as the

N
~

conmi ssi oner may request.

N
oo

(b) Expenses.--Menbers of the conmittee shall receive

N
(o]

rei nbursenent for reasonable traveling, hotel and other
30 necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties
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i n accordance wi th Commonweal t h regul ati ons.
Section 8. Appropriations.

Al'l appropriations for the comm ssioner shall be by a
separate line itemin the General Appropriation Act.
Section 9. Repeals.

The provisions of 35 Pa.C. S. 88 7315, 7316, 7317, 7318 and
7319 are repeal ed.

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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